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Going to the HOUSE of GOD on a Communion Sabbath. 
— —— . — — 


OUR Redeemer bids us go 
Singing to his courts below ; 
There his ſweet enliv'ning face 
Shall adorn the Holy place. 
Here his glory he'll diſplay, 6 
Here he ſays, © I'll ever ſtay :? 

* Who ſhall here his grace withſtand, 
If the bleſſing he command? 
And the bleſſing here ſhall reſt, 
For his faithful word 1s paſt : 
&« Zion's food I'll ever bleſs, 
% And her children will increaſe. 
«© When her prieſts my terrors ſound 
«© Theſe like two-edg'd ſword ſhall wound, 
« When my mercy they reveal 
« This like Gilead's balm ſhall heal; 
&« Sacred fulneſs I'Il impart 
To the empty, longing heart; 
« This, in ev'ry age beſtow'd, 
“ Shall ſecure a church for God. 
© Still triumphant grace ſhall reign, 
4 Still ſhall Satan's pow'r decline; 
&« Blow the ſtorm, or ſhine the ſun, 
« Still my purpos'd love ſhall run.“ 
Lord, the promiſe we receive ; 
Thou haſt ſaid, and we believe : 
Even ſhall thy word obtain, 
Full of faith we ſhout. Amen. 
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ANAG ERS, ELDERS, & MEMBERS 


OF GRATITUDE AND SINCERE AFFECTION 


4 V dearly beloved Hearers, 


tion, My heart's deſire and prayer to God for 
you all is that you may be ſaved. Bound bx, 
the moſt ſacred ties to watch for your ſouls, as ſ 


To THE 


OF THE 
Congregation of the New Chapel, 


| THE FOLLOWING 
LETTERS AND DIALOGUES 
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ARE 
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aa, 
one who muſt give an account to God, I have 
endeavoured by manifeſtation of the truth, to com- 
mend mylelf to every man's- conſcience in the 
light of God. For your benefit in particular 
theſe Letters and Dialogues were compoſed. 
Gratitude for the many marks of your affection 
and firm adherence to me, induce me to dedicate 
them to. you. Accept of this teſtimony of my 
gratitude and ſincere affection. The ſubſtance of 
them was preached in your hearing. To not a 
few I hope the doctrines and admonitions con- 
tained in them were then uſeful. That by the 
bleſſing of God you might have a ſecond benefit, 
they are now put into your hands. N 

Whatever be their reception with the world, I 
indulge the fond hope that they will be accept- 
able to you. May they prove exceeding uſe- 
“ ful.” The inclination which on all occaſions 
you have ſhown to liſten to my public and pri— 
vate inſtruction, emboldens me to hope that this 


' Tmall book will not be neglected by you. In it I 


have delivered my ſentiments with freedom. 
Theſe I hope will be found correſpondent to the 
Oraclesof ruth, andto the Standards of the Church 
of Scotland. It is farther hoped, that nothing is 
ſaid tending to offend againſt the generation of 
the righteous. Should the profligate character be 
offended, he is aſked, if it is not better now to be 


reproved for ſin and informed of duty, when mer- BW 


cy maybe obtained, than either he to periſh in his 
iniquities, or his blood to be required at my 


hands.“ And let him farther remember, that his 


immortal ſoul is in danger, conſequently that it is 
| a 


1 


liſcuſſion. He may now neglect religion, but it 
ill certainly prove bitterneſs in death. And 
ow near that moment is, none can tell. Difeaſ- 
es ſurround. Death approaches. I beleech thee, 
WO wicked man, by the mercies of God prepare to 
Wnecct it. Now believe in the name of the Son of 
od. Now conſider your ways and your doings, 
Wand turn unto the Lord with full purpoſe of heart. 
Velay not che important work of ſalvation. 


eeriouſly to lay to heart the things which belong 
Fo your everlaſting peace. Be not deceived. 
W Know for certain, that the unbelieving cannot in- 
W herit the kingdom of God. Believe then in the 
Son of God. And believing, be careful to 
maintain good works. The faith of the goſpel 
* aeg the heart, and leads to abound in all the 
W truits of righteouſneſs. It induces to walk wor- 
thy of your honorable vocation as Chriſtians. 
God. To be regular in your attendance upon 
f che preaching of the goſpel. To be regular in 
W worſhipping God in your families, and be careful 
of the morals and the inſtruction of your children 
and ſervants. The faith of the goſpel will alſo 
teach to venerate the holy and dreadful name of 
God. To keep his ordinances, and ſanctify his 
Sabbath. To ſet the Lord always before you. 
In every company, in every place, in every rela- 
tion, and in every tranſaction of life. 

Ye tond parents, nurſe up your children for 


A 3 God. 
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a matter of no ſmall importance which is under 


= Suffer me, my dear hearers, to entreat you all 


To have a reſpect to all the commandments of 
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43 God. Both by precept and example train them 
up in the way they ſhould go, and when they are 
©'d they ſhall not — from it. 

Ye maſters do the ſame thing unto your ſer— 
vants. You are in the ſtead of parents to them, 
and if you bereave them of {piritual inſtruction, 
they are bereaved indeed. Beware they riſe not 
up in judgment to condemn you, Nay rather let 
them now behold the leſſons of ſobriety and of 
holineſs written in your conduct, and cauſe them 
to hear religious inſtruction from your lips. 

O ye young, great are the dangers to which 
you are expoſed. O ſeek the Lord in the days 
of your youth. Give him your hearts. He a- 
lone can keep you from all evil. He alone can. 
guard you from the ſnares, temptations and fal- 
cinating pleaſures of a wicked world. He alone 
Lan make you truly happy in youth, in riper 

years, in old age, in lite, in death, and through e e- 
ternity. 

Finally brethren, be ye all of one mind in the 
great work of holineis. Let your actions flow 
that you are true Chriſtians. In a congregation- 
al capacity live together in love and in peace. 
Cultivate an acquaintance with each other. Aid 
and ſupport each other in your temporal intereſt. 
In this as well as in 'piritual concerns let broth: r- 
ly love continue. Live in peace with all men. A- 
void a turbulent {pirit. Brethren let me have 
joy of you in the Lord. Show your order and 
the ſtedfaſtneſs of your faith. Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only: grow in grace and in 


the knowledge of Chriſt. Give evidence that the 
Lord 
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Jord is among us. For when the goſpel has its 5 
ec upon the manners of men, reproachers, are. 
5 t to ſilence, and full evidence afforded, that the 
Work is of God, and therefore that it cannot come 
nought. 

5 May the Lord bleſs you and ** you from 
Yu evil, may he cauſe his face to ſhine upon you, 
5 Ind give you peace, may his bleſſing which ma- 
4 Keth rich and addeth no ſorrow, reſt and remain 
ith you. May you increale in knowledge, in 
Faith and in every grace. May he guide you in 
We very p ath of life. Grant you many domeſtic 
1 Nee, and many of the conlolations of faith to 
cheer your hearts amid the Hictions of humanity. 
May the animating hope of glory ſupport your 
minds in the gloomy. hour of death. And Oh 
may you meet with acceptance in the general 
13 May none of you then witneſs againſk: - 
F me for unfaithfulneſs. Nor may your miniſters 
We witneſs againlt any of you becauſe of your unbe- 
WW licf and your obſtinate rejection of the goſpel, but 
#7 may he have many for a crown of joy, and re- 
oicing in that day. And may we all meet in 
heaven to ſing the praiſes of the Lamb who was 
NJ 7 ſlain, and hath redeemed us to God by his blood.“ 


Thele are and ſhall be tne ſincere and ardent 
pray ers of 
Your affectionate Miniſter 


and Scrvant in the Goſpel, 


- Sap 
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JOSEPH ROBERTSON, 
EDINBURGH, : 
March 19. 1794. 
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THY KINGDOM COME 


EHOVAH, promiſe-keeping Loxp, 


Send forth thy pow'rful quick' ning word ; 


Millions of wand'”ring ſouls bring home; 
Now, Father, let thy kinkdom come. 


The triumphs of almighty grace 
Thy ſaints in ev'ry age confels ; 

And we, even now, delighted ftand, 
Viewing the conqueſts of thine hand ; 
Old hard'ned hearts to thee ſubdu'd, 
And younger tend”rer ſouls renew'd, 
Both enemies to Chriſt, but now 

Both at his footſtool ſweetly bow. 
Saviour, forbid they be the laſt, . 
The gleanings of the vintage paſt ; 

But as firſt- fruits, the joyful hope, 
And earneſt of a plenteous crop. 

Add to their number, Prince of Grace 
Thy ſubjects, Glorious King! increaſe ;. 
Thy people's hopes, and cries attend, 
Oh ! let the Spirit now deſcend : 

For thouſands yet in darkneſs lie, 
And, ſtrangers to the Saviour, die: 
Thouſands who in thy temples meet, 
Vet ſadly periſh at thy feet. 

For this, engag'd thy promiſe ſtands, 
That nations near, and diftant lands, 
Snall in thee truſt, thy name confeſs, 
And glory in thy righteouſneſs. 


Great Conqu'ror, then, thy ſceptre take, 
A ſl:cving guilty world awake; 
Poor blind: 4 captive ſouls ſet free, 
Tien will they ftretch their hands to thee, 


Tus ts above, ard ſain's below, 
Cry el vengeauce on tlie ſoe: 
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How long, O Lord, ſhall Satan reign, 
And thy dear int'reſt ſtill decline? 
s with an overflowing flood, 
WMillions are ſweep'd away from God; 
A las ! how long have mankind been 
4 Deeply enſlav'd by hell and ſin!““ 
Dear Lord, our fervent prayer hear; — 
c thy great work and pow'r appear; 

o' clouds and ſtorms prepare thy way, 
t haſte the long- expected day; 

ee promis'd day, O faithful Lord, 
en monarchs all with one accqrd, 

== cv'ry tongue, and ev'ry name, 

all bring their glory to the Laus; 

WF hell and fin ſhall burſt the bands, 

B: our Redeemer's ſweet commands; 
nd with their people, low and high, 

e doves unto their windows fly. 
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ODE ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. * 


us /aid unto them, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbi® 
5 bem not : for of ſuch is the kingdom of God, | 
7 ere ſball he no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath. 
filed his days : for the child ſuall die an bundred years old. 

| MARK x. 14. ISALAG K. 20. 


ERE, drooping by thy lifeleſs fide, 

d Penſive, retir'd, with grief o'erborne ! 

orely in death, my darling pride, 

Tee, the long weeping Muſe ſhall mourn. 

W 2rewel ! thou deareſt in my heart, 

= Wiom neither tears nor prayers could fave : 

WW * The death of a fon of 3 years and about 6 months, the night be; 
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5 elings: and alſo ſimilar fflictions. 
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a te the concluſion of the printing of this book, induced the author ta 
erte the two following hymns. Other parents may have ſimilar - 
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I 
Tis death's redoubled pain to part, 
And leave ſuch beauty in the grave. 
Strong was thy wiſdom, wond'rous child! 
Active and bright its early ray: 
Thy temper grateful, winning, mild; 
And love rul'd all the ſmiling day. 
Ah me ! that once ſuch ſweetneſs grac'd ! 
Thoſe winning ſmiles, the angel-form, 
Corruption's greedy train ſhall waſte— 
The mould'ring duſt, the feaſting worm. 
That tongue, whoſe gentle prattling bleſt ; 
That hand, whoſe tender touch could charm ; 
No more with kiſſes ſhall be preſt, 
No more my fondling boſom warm. 
Where thy lov'd fight could once rejoice, 
Now, forc'd thine abſence to ſuſtain, 
Mine ear waits liſt'ning for thy voice; 
I turn and ſeek thy glimpſe in vain. 
By night my eyes the ſearch repeat, 
Sad to the glittering ſkies they roll: 


Tell me,“ I ſay, the happy ſeat; 


„% Say, where reſides the bliſsful ſoul !” 
Yet with bright hopes in diſtant view, 

My faith, inſt ructed by the rod, 
Bids the falſe joys of earth adieu, 

And bows before the ſovereign God. 
Happy for thee, ſo ſoon, ſo well, 

To *ſcape the woes which life annoy : 
To part, with few ſad tales to tell, 

With no black grief to damp thy joy. 
Till the laſt hour of general doom, 

Kind angels guard the precious truſt; 
Lock the cold chambers of his tomb, 

And timely wake his 3 duſt. 
That day ſhall bring thee to my ſight; 

Thy preſence ſhall my joys reſtore : 
Fill me, thou thought, with vaſt delight, 
When death ſhall never part us more. 


A 
5 


* 
WA PARENT'S GRIEF ON THE DEATH OF A 
| CHILD. 

2 SAM. xii. 22, 23. 


ND is he gone !—my much loy'd child no more ! 
| Sleeps he in death who lately gave me joy! 
= Ah yes, he's gone !—and let me now deplore 
My dear (and oh how dear !) departed boy. 
Oft have I mourn'd, and oft have told my grief 
To Him who gives to all their life and breath, 
For who could tell, but Heav'n would ſend relief? 
; I pray'd while yet he liv'd—but now he fleeps in death! 
= Ah yes, my child is gone :—to grieve how vain ! 
f weeping could avail, I'd weep a flood, 

Nor pray'rs nor tears can bring my child again, 
Could I diſſolve my eyes in tears of blood. 
l' chide my griefs—no more my ſorrows flow. 
Or, if I mourn, let meek ſubmiſſion hear, 
An heav'nly Father ſent the mortal blow, 
Nor ſhould an earthly parent think it too ſevere, 
Why ſhould I weep? and weep theſe tears in vain ? 
I too ſhall ſhortly quit this mortal ſcene ; 
In death my child and I ſhall meet again 
Short is the ſpace, and but a ſpan between. 
Why ſhould I weep? To die is richeſt gain: 
Would I recal my child from heav*nly bliſs ? 
= 'Tis death that ſhuts the avenues of pain. 
| i Departed ſaints are bleſt and dwell where Jeſus is. 
= Ob! let me grieve at nought but curſed ſin! 
'was fin that gave to tyrant Death his pow'r; 
= Yes, let me new repentant griefs begin, 
And learn to bleſs affliction's painful hour. 
My child is gone !—and ſtill theſe tears ariſe— 
1 Ill think of Him, who was the Man of Grief:“ 
He wept, and dy'd, and reigns above the ſkies, 
He * aud loves, aud gives me {wget and bleſt 
rellet. 


INDEX. 
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A LETTER to a Friend concerning the obliga- 


tion to commemorate the Death of Jeſus, 
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A ſecond Letter to a Friend concerning the obliga- 
tion to commemorate the Death of Jeſus, 

Dialogue between Fidncius a Miniſter, and Con- 
temnus an ungodly Perſon requeſting admittance 
to the Lord's Table, * G 

Dialogue between Andronicus a Miniſter, and E- 
landor a religious young Perſon defiring to par- 
take of the Holy Sacrament, - 

Dialogue between Theophilus a Miniſter, and Zac- 
cheus an aged Perſon requeſting admittance for 
the firſt time to the Lord's Supper, — 

A Letter from Fiducius to Junia, giving an ac- 

count of the refor mation of Contemnus, and of 

his admiſhon to the Lord's Table, = 

Dialogue between Epenetus a Miniſter, and Ele- 
nora a young Lady deſiring to commemorate the 
Death of Chriſt, - 

Dialogue ſecond between Epenetus a Miniſter, and 
Elenora a young Lady deſiring to commemorate 
the Death of Chriſt, — 

A Letter to a Lady, endeavoring to deſeribe the 
proper exerciſes of devotion in commemorating 
the Death of Jeſus, - - 

Dialogue between Elevatus returning from the 


Table of the Lord rejoicing, and Depreſſus re- 


turning de}. Qcd, - — 
Dialogue between Benevolus a Miniſter, and Cir- 


cumſp Aus enquiring how he ought to walk 
after communicating, — - - 20588 
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A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 
CONCERNING 


he Obligation to commemorate the DgaTH of 
JESUS. 


This do in remembrance of me. 
LUKE xxii. 19. 


3 


Dear FRIEND, 


BrxNEvOLENCE and true piety 


Wre inſeparable companions. Of this ſacred hiſtory 
ffords many proofs. In every age the man of 
Piety hath ſhewn an ardent concern for the beſt inter- 
Nas of mankind. The venerable Moſes was an emi- 
ent inſtance of this. He ardently loved his country- 
nen. He laboured to reclaim them, and to guide them 
In the ways of peace. In the evening of life he repre- 
Meated unto them in the moſt lively colours the benefi- 
al effects of piety, and the ſad effects of vice. And 
(WWfter enumerating the direful calamities which were to 
eſcend upon the rebellious, he exclaimed, ſaying, * Oh 
that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they 
=s would conſider their latter end.” | 
The good man conſiders every action in life in cloſe 
Nennection with death. The beſt acquaintance with earth- 
things is a juſt conception of their vain and changing 
ature. The remembrance of our latter end is a tron 
Wncentive to holineſs, It is mournful that men think 
„ſeldom on death. The reflection of a moment will 
ee its importance. Death cloſes the eyes upon the 
2 2 dreſent ſcene. Death breaks off the moſt favourite pur- 
1 1 doſes. Athis command - ſchemes to accumulate wealth, 


: 


* 
to acquire honour, and to gratify ambition muſt he 
laid aide. The refined purſuits of literature alſo ceaſe 
in death. The learned and the unlearned mingle in the 
inactive tomb. Death ſeparates intimate friends and 
dear relatives. In that ſeparation many a pang is giv- 
en to the human heart. Death diſſolves the connection 
between the ſoul and the body. But, viewed as con- 
nected with eternity, who can deſcribe the horrors of 
death to the wicked? They are eternally ſeparated 
from the means of grace. As the tree falleth ſo it 
* will ly.” The wicked are driven away in their wie- 
© kedneſs'—driven to the tribunal of God, to receive ac- 
cording to their ungodly deeds. To receive the pun- 
iſnment due to the violation of God's laws, and the negle& 
of religious ordinances. To reap the fruits of blaſphem- 
ous oaths, and of the profanation of holy ſabbaths. To be 
puniſhed for diſobedience to parents, and contempt of 
ſuperiors. There the aſſaſſin, the adulterer, the falſe 
ſwearer, and the covetous man who is an idolater, ſhall be 
rewarded according to their works. But of all offenders, 
ten-fold vengeance awaits the hypocrite, * who having 
© a form of godlineſs, and denying the power thereof," 
labours to impoſe even upon God. In vain, human 

language ſtruggles to expreſs the direful puniſhment i 
connected with theſe crimes. And when reaſon her- 
ſelf acknowledges this, O how melancholy the con- 
ſideration, that reaſonable creatures proceed in that line 
of conduct which expoſes them to the diſpleaſure of the 

Moſt High! f 
I was led to theſe reflections my friend, by wit- i 
neſſing the ſad end of a wicked man, upon hearing 
his bitter lamentations over his ungodly conduct, 
and particularly becauſe he had lived even to old age 1 
without commemorating the death of Chriſt. This 

circumſtance reminded me that I had not anſwered your 
laſt letter, in which you requeſted my ſentiments on- 
*cerning the extent of the obligation to that duty, 
Ihe general ſtrain of your letter, indicates a mind in 
en no if 
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CPI 5 
no ſmall heſitation. This is particularly evident from. 
che interrogation:“ Does it appear that all Chriſtians 
„ when arrived at maturity are bound to communi- 
% cate?” Moved with an ardent defire for the ſpiritual * 
improvement, and actuated with the pureſt affeQion 
towards my friend, ] ſhall endeavour to anſwer this I 
Wimportant queſtion. $10 
== Numerous are the arguments which prove that ALI. 
WChriftians are bound to commemorate the death o 
Jeſus. ; 
The reaſonable nature of man, proves the unĩverſal 
obligation to religion. Though the human mind 13 
Wbecome depraved, yet reaſon approves of religion. In 
every ſituation in which man hath. been found, in ſome 
form or another, he hath ſhown an inchnation to ac- 
knowledge and to ſerve a ſuperior Being. So deeply 
Wis this ſentiment written on the human heart, that 
= whcrever man hath fixed his habitation, temples have 
een reared, and religious aſſemblies held. Human 
= darkneſs and depravity have, indeed, in no inftance 7 
= diſplayed their exiſtence more clearly, than in the 
article of religion. While this circumſtance, how- 
ever, hath ſhown the darkneſs and the depravity of 
man, it bath alſo ſhown that a principle is implanted 
In man, which calls upon the creature to adore the 
—_ Creator. Can any thing be more equitable? Are all 
indebted to God for exiſtence, and for continued pre- 
We {er vation? Then all are bound to venerate and to ſerve 
bim. Obedierce is the duty of a dependent. Man is 
dependent upon God: To him, men owe their various 
a” powers; therefore all theſe ſhould be devoted to his 
= {crvice. Can any ſentiment be more conſonant to un- 
corrupted reaſon? Can any thing be a greater diſgrace 
to man than irreligion? If any line of conduct what- 
ever, can prove a diſgrace to a reaſonable creature, it 
certainly is rebellion againſt God. | 
_ Reaſon herſelf enforces a profeſſion of religion. It 
is a fatal miſtake of the multitude, fooliſhly to ima- 
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gine that mankind are at liberty to aſſume a profeſſion 
of religion, or not, at pleaſure. Nothing can be more 
abſurd: For ſince man is formed and ſupported by 
God, he muſt be accountable to him, and is bound by 
the moſt ſacred ties to revere his glorious perfections. 
No propoſition is more obviouſly true, than this, that 
creation gives a right to poſſeſſion ; and alfo, that poſleſ. 
ſion gives a right to diſpoſal. May not God do with his 
own as he pleaſeth? Now in what manner God hath 
diſpoſed of man in this reſpect, is ſufficiently evident, 
both from the notices of nature, and from the voice of 
revelation. In the accents of majeſtic authority, he hath I 
commanded him, that whether he eat or drink, or what. 
* ſoever he doeth, to do all to the glory of God,” And it is 
univerſally acknowledged, that God is glorified by a ge- 
nuine profeſſion of religion, and a correſpondent con- 
verſation. By having a converſation becoming the 
man and the chriſtian ; labouring neither to offend 
God, nor to lead others to offend him. Such conduct 
is produced by the influence of the Divine Spirit, and 
ſuch conduct glorifies our Father who is in heaven. 
Nor can any man negle& a profeſſion of religion, with- 
out diſgracing his realonable nature. | 

But you know, my friend, that baptiſm alſo conſt1- Wl 
tutes an obligation to aſſume a profeſſion of religion, 
and, by conſequence, to celebrate the death of Jeſus. 
We who dwell in a chriſtian country, were, in our in- 
fant days dedicated to God in baptiſm. By this gate 
we entered the viſible church. That ſolemn tranlac- 
tion implies an engagement to renounce the devil, the 
world, and the fleſh, and to be the ſervants of the living 
God. Hence, if this ſolemn vow is not renewed by a 
perſonal dedication to the ſervice of God, by fitting 
down at his table, it is in action renounced. The na- 
ture of this tranſaction is ſuch, that we muſt either 
renew it, or we renounce it. For, 1t was done when 
we could not act for ourſelves. Reaſon had not then. 


begun to exert her intelligent vigor. Therefore if that 
ſolemn 
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Woſt unequivocal language, Our parents de (cated us 


auct, therefore we will totally revoke thatSſolemn 
W: tranſaction, and walk on in the way of our own hearts.” 
lis conduct is both unreaſonable and ungrateful. It 
ay juſtly be aſked, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
fooliſh and unwiſe ?? Is it not mournful and degrad- 
ng to humanity, that any ſhould renounce the ſervice 
WSf the living God, and embrace the ſervice of the prince 
e darkneſs! Why ſhould any intelligent creature thus 


ounces his baptiſm ? | 

But the authority of the eternal King is interpoſed 
this matter. The ſacred oracles declare, that every 
n of faith hath a reſpect to all the commandments of 
od. Since therefore it is a leading feature in the 
aracter of a good man, that he hath a reſpe& to ALL 
he commandments of God; it follows, that no good 
an, when opportunity is afforded, can neglect to obey 
oe dying command of Jeſus, without ſtaining his cha- 
acter. Nor is the will of God unknown. in this mat- 
er. Do this in remembrance of me,“ is the ſtatute 
af heaven. A command neither ambiguous nor inde- 
gg rminate, but expreſſed in the moſt plain and poſitive 
anguage. Nor was this injoined merely upon his im- 
rediate diſciples; but alſo upon all his ſucceeding follow- 
es. For the death of Chriſt is to be ſhown forth * until 
be come again.“ The exiſtence of the goſpel, and the 
18 >x1itence of this ordinance ſhall be of equal duration. 
nd who dare deny that Jeſus is our eternal Judge, our 
awgiver, and our King? 

Hence, all are unqueſtionably bound to obey this 
8 ommand, and the negle& thereof expoſes to his awful 
7 diſpleaſure. Every man who hears the goſpel is under 
1 ndiſpenſible obhgations to believe in the name of the 
4 Son of God; and every one who believes in Jeſus is 


. 


£ J 
7 


_ * 


3% 


\ l at 
= « „ 
- * 4 % ©: 


Polemn vow is not renewed when We zen 
ears, this is declaring by our actions, which 


to God in our infancy, but we diſapptove of their con- 


a, and by a criminal negligence ſhow, that he re- 
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eee comminicate. Oh how terrible then to be? 
exported to the wrath of the almighty King! Inſpira- 
tion faith, © where the word of a King is, there is pow. 
der.“ But what is the word or the wrath of any one, 
nay, of all the kings of the earth, compared to the dif. WW. 
pleaſure of the King of kings, and the Lord of lords? 
His hand ſhall find out all his enemies.” When he 
fits to judge he will ſay, * Bring forth thoſe men who Wl 
would not that I ſhould reign over them and lay 
them before me.“ And ſure a continued negle& to 
commemorate the death of Jeſus, when living under 
the goſpel, is an abſolute contempt of his authority, 
and a rejection of him as our Lord and King. ; 
This ſentiment is ſtrongly written in the injunRtions 
concerning the ſacrament of the ancient church. The 
man who neglected to keep the paſſover was cut of Wl 
from the fociety of Iſrael. Deemed unworthy to aſlo. 
ciate with men, becauſe acting ſuch an irrational pan 
towards God, Excluded from the privileges of that 
commonwealth, becauſe a contemner of the ſtatutes oi 
the King and Lord of Iſrael. The expreſs appointment 
of this ordinance, the delign thereof, and its various Wl 
ceremonies, are narrated in the twelfth chapter of Ex- 
dus. In the ninth of Numbers we are informed that 
upon certain men being defiled with a dead body, that 
they could not keep the paſſover on the ſpecified day, 
the Lord ſpake unto the children of Iſrael ſaying, 
If any man of you, or of your poſterity, ſhall be un- 
* clean by reaſon of a dead body, or be in a journey 
* afar off, yet he ſhall keep the paſſover unto the Lord. 
The fourteenth day of the ſecond month at even they i 
* ſhall keep it, But the man that is clean, and is not 
in a journey and forbeareth to keep the paſlover, } 
even the ſame ſoul ſhall be cut off from his people, 
* becauſe he brought not the offering of the Lord in his i 
appointed ſeaſon, that man ſhall bear his ſin.“ This 
paſſage is ſo nervous and ſo explicit, as to require no 4 by 
explanation. And permit me to add, that, this pailage 
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* aims the moſt ſerious conſideration of all thoſe Wh 
. vitually neglect to keep our New Teſtament paſſo- 
— 8 ctl ſpondent were the ſentiments of 

1 r. So exactly COrrelpon 
9 


e early chriſtians, that in ſeveral ancient ſynods it 

as decreed, that whoever did not communicate e- 

very third Lord's day at leaſt, ſhould be cut off from 
the church.” | 


e 

lt alſo appears, that the Lord's Supper commenced 
1 

ö 

; 


the paſſover. The whole ritual of Moſes was an in- 
Wnt diſpenſation. Paul ſays to the New Teſtament 
urch concerning the Lord's Supper, Chriſt our paſ- 
rer was facrificed for us.“ Their paſſover repre- 
ted a Saviour who was yet to come, and whoſe blood 
yet to be ſhed: but our paſſover is a repreſenta- 
n of Chriſt who was already ſacrificed for us. Blood 
ecompanied the firſt paſſover, becauſe the blood of: 
8 pnement was not then ſhed : but there is no blood 
eeading the Lord's Supper, becauſe the blood of a- 
eement hath already ſtreamed in order to ſprinkle. 
ny nations. | 
But the author, and the object of both ſacraments 
Wc one. The external ſymbols are indeed in many 
4 ſpecs different, yet the materials of the Lord's Sup- 
1 r were obviouſly taken from the patſover. In 
celebration of the paſſover, it was uſual for the 
after of each family to take the unleavened bread and 
break it, and to give it to his houſehold, ſaying, 
his is the bread of affliction which our fathers did 
eat in Egypt.“ This bread our Lord took, and break 
in the celebration of his laſt paſſover ; and by ſaying 
Into his diſciples * This is my body which is broken 
or you,” he converted the ancient Jewiſh cuſtom of the 
Paſter of the family into a New Teſtament command 
Pall his followers. The maſter of every family in 
rael allo took the cup, and bleſſed it, and gave it to 
i fzmily to drink, calling it the cup of the hymn, be- 
Puſe they immediately after ſung an hymn and con- 
Nuded the ſolemn ſervice, This cup our Lord took in 
his 
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his laſt paſſover, * and having bleſled it and given thanks 
he gave it to his diſciples, ſaying, this is the cup of thi 
* New Teſtament in my blood, ſhed for the remiſſion of 
6 fins, drink ye all of it,“ and by ſo ſaying he took thi 
cup in the Jewiſh paſſover, and made it the cup of thi 
Lord's Supper. By his authority he conſtituted it th 
cup of the New Teſtament hymn, which the church in ve 6 
all ſucceeding ages ſhall ſing with joyful hearts to * 
ſus for redeeming love. af 

Is it not in alluſion to this ceremony, and in alluſion £ 
to the excerciſe of praiſe ſo ſuitable at a communi 
table, that the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper is dene 
minated the thankſgiving ?' And had not Paul th 
cuſtom in view when he ſaid The cup of bleſſi 
* which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood eo 
* of Chriſt? and the bread which we break, is it noi 
the communion of the body of Chriſt ?? 1 

There is alſo a peculiar fitneſs in the ſymbols «A 


| 


| bread and wine to repreſent goſpel bleſſings. In 4.8 


moſt every country and clime, bread and wine ar: 


to be found, Bread is the ſtaff of life, and ſtrengthen. BE 


eth the heart of man.“ Chriſt is the ſpiritual life oi 
the faithful, and he ſaid, * I am the living bread who 
came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread} to 
* he ſhall live for ever; and the bread that I will cw ta 
is my fleſh, which I will give for the life of the world 
Wine cheareth the heart of man, Chriſt is alſo the B 
conſolation of Iſrael, Hunger and thirſt are the motif 
powerful ſenſations of man; the allaying of theſe con- ut 
ſtitute his chief natural felicity, With ſingular pro- 
priety, therefore, that proviſion whieh is made for fa. 
miſhing ſouls in the goſpel-ſeaſt is repreſented by bre 
and wine. But as an actual participation of food is“ 
abſolutely neceſſary in order to natural ſupport, and - 
an actual participation of the paſſover was abſolutely 
neceſſary in order to ſave from the ſword of the de- 


ſtroying angel, ſo an actual * of Chriſt by faith 
7 


5 


"tas 


= . | 
* bſolutely neceſſary in order to ſave from the wrath 
e come. 3 | 
ingular indeed is the light which the paſſover ſpreads 
n the Lord's Supper. Indiſtinct and obſcure will 
our conceptions of the nature of the Lord's ſup- 
FF without a proper acquaintance with the nature 
WW the paſſover. The Old Teſtament ceremonies 
Ws fraught with goſpel bleſſings. The goſpel was 
o ached unto the Jews as well as unto the Chriſtians; 
ol, more than temporal bleſſings hung upon the 
Inclies of theſe ancient trees. Their ſhadowy leaves 
Wc full of fruit for the healing of the nations. 
St is written that the external fplendor of the ſe- 
Wd temple was inferior to the temple of Solomon, 
it was ſaid * the glory of this latter houſe ſhall be 
eater than that of the former.“ In a ſimilar manner, 
gh the external ſplendor of this latter ſacrament 
b than the former, yet it excels both in ſpiritual 
eeſentation, and in glory, It was the ſaying of the 
gc volent friend of men, This is my blood of the 
cw Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the re- 
iſnon of fins.” In all things the pre-eminence be- 
es to the chriſtian diſpenſation. Does not. the ſub. 
Nee far excel the ſhadow? That ſacrament, my friend, 
commemorated the reſcue of Abram's ſons from 
Fh. roah's bondage: but this the reſcue of Adam's ſons 
m Satan's flavety. That was only the type of him 
o was to come: but this the memorial of him who 
as dead and behold he is alive, and lives for evermore, 
. 4 hath the keys of hell and of death.“ That com- 
| ne 1orated the ſprinkling of the blood of the ſelected 
o of the flock, this commemorates the ſhedding of 
blood of the choſen Lamb of God. That was by 
Wes, this was by Chriſt, That was the Sacrament 
thc Old, this, the Sacrament of the New diſpenſation. 
lerefore may we not conclude, that in as far as this 
nance excels that, of ſo much greater puniſhment 
they counted worthy, who deſpiſe and neglect this, 
than 


N 1 
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1 
than thoſe were expoſed to who deſpiſed and negled 
that. No ſituation, nor accident exempted from a 4 jo 
tal neglect of the paſſover. May we not then bold 
aver that no ſituation or accident can excuſe an habit 
neglect of the Lord's Supper ! 
The command of Jeſus is both expreſs and 3 
univerſal. It includes all the diſciples of Jeſu 
therefore, that man who neglects it, declares to i 
that he 1s not a diſciple of Jeſus. The obſervaul 
of the paſſover was enjoined. upon all the congregl 
tion of Iſrael, and all thoſe who negle&ed it we 
excluded their ſociety. The obſervation of the ga 
pel ſolemnity is alſo enjoined upon all chriſtia a 
and all thoſe who neglect it exclude themſelves fr 
the ſociety of the faithful. Not however that it is af 
gued in behalf of promiſcuous admiſſion, but certai 
all enjoying the light of the goſpel, ought ſo to live 
that they may have a right to partake of the ſolaꝗ 
ordinance. Or. in other words all ought to believe ol 
the name of the Son of God, that ſo, having true ta 
they may in a worthy and beneficial manner eat ay 
drink at his ſacred table. Ip 
But I have no leiſure longer to purſue this ſub} 
at preſent. Perhaps I may produce more evidence q; 
a future occaſion, Wiſhing you much domeſtic, a 


ſpiritual comfort. I am, Dear Friend, Yours, &c. de 


he 
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© DO this in remembrance of me !” It is the voice 
„% my Lord; and left I ſhould think it was direc 
only to his twelve diſciples, or the chriſtinas of 
« firſt ages, Saint Paul aſſures me, that this ordinaay 
is to run parallel with time; and by it the chur « 
« is to ſhew forth Chriſt's death till be come. Conſideſ 
„O my ſoul! Is the Lord at hand? Will he ſur 
come quickly? How ſhall I anſwer it on tw | 
day, that I have neglected ſo expreſs a command- / 1 
© command not couched in ambiguous and unce a 44 
* terms; but delivered in as plain and poſitive Exp! q 


„ ſions as any in the Bible.” Dr. LA 
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MW. SECOND LETTER TO A FRIEND, 


b CONCERNING 


Th. Obligation to commemorate the DzaTH of 
| JESUS. 


—— — 


\ are My friends, if ye do whatever 1 command you. 
JohN xv. 14. 


ear FRIEND, - 


MONG the various pleaſures 
nbling thoſe of heaven, of which the faithful- are 
itted to taſte on earth, that of chriſtian converſa- 
1 is none of the leaſt. In the hour of religious 
001 rerſation the holy ſoul often experiences a large 
tion of joys ſimilar to thoſe of heaven. Pouring 
WE his {piritual complaint unto his brother, his heart 
goth caſed and comforted. Speaking of the won. 
of redeeming love, his heart burns with ardent love 
rds God and towards all men. Comparing the 
Wings of the Lord with his ſoul, together with the 
Wings of the Lord towards the ſoul of his brother, 
earns to ſuppreſs every murmur. By mutual con- 
* ation alſo they improve in knowledge and edify one 
** 
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ther. But the pleaſures connected with ſpiritual 
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erſations exceed deſcription. In the degenerate 
the godly, as the fearers of the Lord in the days 


. 


me prophet Malachi, * ſpeak often one to another.“ 
will the Lord be leſs gracious to his people in any 
than in that declining day, of whom it is added, 
Ind the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of 
membrance was written before him for them who 
red the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 


( 12 ) 4 
And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, M 


that day when I make up my jewels ; and I wil 
: ſpare * as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerve 


| 
him.“ an 
It is to be lamented, that in this degenerate day t: | 
important duty is ſo much negleQed by the godly. Thi 
are not. only become aſhamed of Chriſt before the ma 
of the world, but alſo either flow or aſhamed to ſpeak | 7 
him to one another. Sure there is an endleſs ſtore q 
rational improving and ſpiritual converſation afford 
by the experience of the ſaints, and by the wonderofh 
ſcheme of mercy. And to obtain an accurate concel 4 
tion of the various ways in which God leads his pen „ 
and an extenfive acquaintance with the doctrines of tiff 
goſpel, muſt be of all the numerous pleaſures of cone i} 
fation the moſt important. The ſcriptures make wil 
* unto ſalvation.” It is matter of ſtrong conſolation wil 
your friend that the art of writing affords the mean 


—— 


*1 
1 
A 
1 
0 


A” = ONES 


carrying on the pleaſant and the edifying converſatiuf ' 
interrupted by diſtance of place. Our laſt converſati ; 
of this kind was reſpecting the extent of the obligatin + 
to commemorate the death of Jeſus. Then I r_-ntiot 1 i 


ed that it appeared to be binding upon all chriſtian 
from a conſideration of our rational nature, — fra 
being baptiſed, —and alſo from the dying command 
Chriſt. h 

The obligation to this beneficial duty may farther 
ſhown, from the kindneſs of Chriſt manifeſted towar 
the human race. The ſpecial uſe of this ordinance i 
the church, is to commemorate the mighty works i 
Jeſus in behalf of forlorn men. Therefore, ſhould 4 
neglect it, what would be the melancholy conſequence * 
Had it not been for the obſervation of this ſolemnity, 1 
is difficult to aſcertain what might have been the fat A te 
of chriſtianity long before this advanced period of 4 0 
ciety. In this view its importance is great. How is 
baſe to negl:& to celebrate the great goodneſs df 3 
Chriſt! Hath the Eternal Son of God left the of | 


F CBI I 
* r glory to dwell with men? Did he condelcend to o- 
Dey the law, to endure temptation, to ſubmit to 
Poverty, to reproach, to perſecution, to agonies, and to 
eath for men? Hath he done ſo much in their behalf? 
nd hath he commanded them with his dying breath to 
eep this ſeaſt in remembrance of him, until he come a- 
in? Who then that hath obtained proper conceptions 
W theſe things, would live in a habitual diſregard of 
at ordinance? It admits of no doubt, that every man 
ho hati felt the operation of the divine ſpirit, and hath 
WO portunity, yet lives in the neglect of commemorating 
We death of Chriſt, exceedingly errs. How inconſiſt- 
Wt to be a real believer, yet neglect this reaſonable ſer- 
ee! What! a genuine diſciple of Jeſus, and not com- 
Wemorate his death! A partaker of like precious faith 
ith God's elect, and not conſtrained by the love of 
5 riſt to obey his dying command! What! to have 
Stained redemption through the precious blood of 
| riſt; and not cauſe his name to be remembered 
all generations! Is this their kindneſs to their beſt, 
ad moſt generous friend? Do they thus requite 
"Sc Lord? Certainly theſe things ought not ſo to be. 
ever was an inftance of benevolence or generoſity, ex- 
ited, equal to that of Jeſus towards men, therefore, to 
obey his laſt command, is ſo baſe and ungrateful, that 
W guage affords no name ſufficiently odious for ſuch 
ag duct. The unerring record declares, that, greater 
oe hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
ife for his friend.” But the love of Chriſt aſcended 

eher, for he died for enemies. 755 
re danger of neglecting alſo enforces the duty of 
nmunicating. The ſentiment of true wiſdom in this 
cer is, that it implies an inconfiitency of charac- 
to be a genuine chriſtian, yet to live in the neglect 
this pleaſing and honorable ſervice. This endan- 
rs the reputation: It is alſo a crime that God hath 
wreatened ſeverely to puniſh. If he threatens ſe- 
rely to puniſh the man who dares to profane this holy 
C ordi- 
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ordinance, will he not alſo ſeverely puniſh that man 
who lives in the continued negle& of his royal man. 
date? Paternal chaftiſements are keenly felt. Put u. 
pon offending children paternal chaſtiſements will fall, 4s 
For of his children God ſays you only have I known 1 
* of all the families of the earth, therefore, will I pun. WF 
* 1th you for your iniquities.” From this threatening of 
the Father of all, it appears ſufficiently evident, that he 
who neglects to commemorate the dying love of Jeſus, i 
greatly injures his own ſpiritual comfort. May he bel 
ſurpriſed though his ſpiritual afflictions abound ! Tho 
corruption continues vigorous ! though tempations pre. 
vail ! though the faſcinating charms of the world en- 
ſnare! Though his conſolation be ſmall and his holi. WM 
neſs ſlowly advance! But, onght not every action n 
life to have a reference to death? And ſay, my friend, 
what a bitter ingredient in the cup of death is a negle! i 
of this duty. When the world is retiring, and death n W 
approaching, nature fainting, and eternity advancing in 
full view, what a painful fenſation, to recolle& that 2M 
life of many years hath been ſpent, without a public Wl 
and perſonal dedication to the ſervice of the Moft High. 
Oh what an inſapportable conſideration ! The ſoul re. 
volts, and ſhrinks back from ſuch a thought. O that i 
the neglecter of this duty would calmly reflect upon 
this, and now prevent ſuch an agonizing thought from 
rending his ſoul amid the agonies of death, and in the 
view of approaching judgment. \ 
Farther, the vaſt advantages that the worthy receiver 
may reap, call upon the children of faith to approach 2W 
communion-table. Baptiſm introduces into the hovie Wi 
of God, the Lord's Supper nouriſhes when we are ali 
there. The body cannot long ſuſtain devoid of nou- Wl 
riſhment, neither can the ſoul long experience happ!- Wl 
neſs devoid of ſpiritual nouriſhment. The one is fed 
of the earth, the other is fed of heaven. It will rea- 
dily be granted that the foul 1s nouriſhed by all thoſe 1 


means which God hath ordained for that purpoſe ; this 
; however 


2 e 
however, is particularly the caſe in the celebration of ü 
the Lord's Supper. There, by viſible ſymbols are ex- 
WW ibited the mercy, the love, and the grace of the Eter=- 
un Tree who dwell on high. In rich profuſion the 
oieſſings of ſalvation are ſtored. Eternity itſelf hath 
oeen employed in preparing materials to repleniſh this 
able. Ir is furniſhed from heaven. Men eat food ſu- 
WW ccior to that of angels. The ſon of the higheſt took not 
a him the nature of angels: but he took upon him the 
ature of men. He died to give his fleſh for the life of . 
14 e world. Upon this ſacrifice the faithful are invited 
o feaſt. And while they feaſt, glorious are the con- 
egquences. The Lord giveth power to the faint, and 
SS to them that have no might he increaſeth ſtrength.” 
WC ommunicates ſtrength to mortify the deeds of the fleſh, 
o vanquiſh corruption, and to riſe ſuperior to depravity. 
ue various graces of the divine Spirit are enlivened and 
Invigorated. The weak in faith are eſtabliſhed, and the 
Weartul in heart wade itrong, Hope is animated with 
he glorious proſpects of futurity. The cold heart warm- 
cad, and love enflamed to au unuſual height. The wan- 
gering obtain direction. The ſorrowful are made glad. 
he grovelling affections have been elevated and ſet on 
Whings above. Belevers have ſcen tile King of glory 
Wn his beauty, and have obtained a fight of the land that 
afar off, God hath ſhown unto them what is the 
We xcecding greatusſs of his love and mercy in the Be- 
loved. The righteous have their fellowſhip with the 
5 Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, through the eter- 
nal Spirit. Here, alſo the ſaints hold ſweet communion 
Nogether, both as an earneſt and a foretaſte of heavenl 
0 Felicity. In joyful accents they ing, ſaying, * We being 
. many are one bread, and one body; for we are all 
partakers of that one bre:d.” In this cup, all diſtinc- 
5 ** and all animoſities ought to be forgotten. Be- 
1 779 hold,“ O ye ſurrounding angels, * how good and how 
pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!“ 
C 2 Here 
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3 
Here all orders of men meet together and mingle with. 
out the leaſt diſtinction of rank. And in heaven the 
faithful are gathered from every country, and from 
every clime, and fit town together, to ſing one ſong, 
and to praiſe one Saviour, I hope my friend is no 
ſtranger to theſe joys. Nay, is he not about to exctaim, 
that language cannot untold the one half of the great 
bleſſings enjoyed at a communion table. Oh, fir, is there 
not in a variety of reſpects a reſemblance between the 
pleaſant work of communicating, and the glorious 
work of heaven. 
ſociety, the pleaſures, and the holy employments of 
that glorious place. Hail, happy, day when the righte. 
ous ſhall all come to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb! 
Glorious day ! when all the redeemed ſhall arrive from 
their wanderings in the manſions of glory! When they 
come to feaſt upon the ever-ripe fruit of the tree of 
life. To have all their tears wiped away from then 
eyes. To have all their mental powers refined and 
perfected, and fully gratified. To ſee Jeſus face to 
face. To be perfectly bleſſed in the full enjoying of 
God to all eternity.” Thrice bleſſed are all they who 
* ſhall eat bread in the kingdom of heaven.” 


O my dear friend, may we encourage the animating Wl 
hope of one day mingling in that holy foctety, and 


ſharing in theſe unſullied pleaſures, and {ſhall theſe WW 
light afflictions which we are now called to endure, in 
due time work out for us a far more, cven an exceeds 
ing and an eternal weight of glory? Shall ſuch ex- 
perience the high honour to be arrayed 1n that fine 
linen which is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints ? Shall 
we have crowns of glory placed upon our heads, and 
palms of victory put into our hands? Shall our ſforrow- 
ful voices join the melodious notes of countleſs hoſts, 
to celebrate the praiſes of God and of the Lamb? 
What! Shall we be permitted to ſing with a loud voice, 
ſaying, * worthy is the Lamb who was ſlain to receive 


© power, and riches, and wiſdom, aud {trength, and 
* HONOUT 


This is true with reſpect to the ſo. 
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617 ) | 1 
honor, and glory, and bleſſing, for he was {lain, and 'Y 
hath redeemed us to God by his blood, out of every” 3 
kindred and tongue, and people, and nation, and hath 
made us unte our God kings and prieſts.“ O joy, un- 
WW {pcakable and full of glory! Be it then aur care to con- 
m, nue firm and ftedfalt unto the end. Let us endure, as 
eing him who 1s inviſible. As thoſe who entertain 
ch glorious hopes. Hopes and pleaſures which the 
oma mind can neither fully conceive; nor human 
aguage fully unfold. 
Glancing back on the field which we have now tra- 
erſed, may I not aſk my friend, if the nature of man 
sa rational being, —the dedication to God in baptiſm, 
che expreſs command of Chriſt, —his kindneſs towards ̃ 
he human race, —the danger connected with the ne- 
icq of this duty, —and the beneficial conſequences of 1 
orthy communicating, may | not alk, if all theſe do 
ot in the moit forcible language teach, that all 
= hciſtians are bound to commemorate the death of Je- 
os. Be it then our care never to neglect, but eagerly 
to embrace every opportunity of teſtifying our grati- 
Wt ulc and love to our dear Redeemer. Were I not ful- 
i convinced of your exquiſite delight in religious ſub- 
ject, I ſhould greatly dread being chided in your 
Pp. 2 ext for this long epiſtle. Ardently wiſhing that you 
may mncreale in every heavenly grace, and experience, 414 
ſtrong conſolation in the faith of Jeſus, I am, | 


wh Dear Friend, Yours, Ko-. 


SN 


77 {© Bluſh, O my ſoul, and be aſhamed at ſo inconſiſt- 
2 ent a conduct ! as to negle& to commemorate the 
death of Chriſt. Either Chriſt is thy prince or he is 
not. FV not, profeſs thyſelf an infir , and renounce 
thy baptiſm. / be be, obey him in all that he re- 
quires ; and either believe that he has not made it 
thy duty to remember him. or yield a chearful ſub- 
Jecuon in this, as well as other inſtances.” 
3 Dr. EARLE. 
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godly perſon requeſting admittance to the Lord's 
Table. of f 
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The facrije CC of the wicked is an abomination! . Haw E. 
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3 more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind, 


3 ROv. XX1, 27. 


FIDUCIUS, I ANT happy, Contemnus, to fee you at 
my houſe. I hope your family are all well. 

ConTEmNus. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you know the cauſe of 
my waiting upon you to night. This evening being 
appointed for the purpoſe of converſing with thoſe who 
intend to communicate at the enſuing ſacrament.— Al 
This caule hath brought me here. 2 
Fp. Communicating is important work and ought | 


to be weighed with particular care. © A bold ven- 
“ turing upon an ordinance is but the ſacrifice of f 
% fools*. Pray why are you requeſting admittagce ij 


Cox. Why: to obey the command of my Saviour, 
and to ſave my ſoul. 

Find. No doubt it is the command of our Saviour, 
therefore all are bound to yield obedience thereto. I Wl 
am however much afraid, ir, you are greatly miſtaken 1 
when you imagine that communicating will ſave your 
foul. Many, fooliſhly ſuppoſing this, have only barden- 

ed themſelves in in, and at laſt have gone down to the 
grave with a lie in their right hand. If 
Cox. Why, fir, do you ſay ſo, when we are told that 1 
Chrift i 


1 

: a 1 

to this holy ordinance: ? } 1 
. 
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Dr. Owen. 


1 iſt died to ſave finners, and this ordinance is kept 
membrance of his death. 
io. But tho! in remembrance of his death, it was 
aeſigned to ſave ſinners. Dear ſir, you give me 
„n to ſuſpect that you have erroneous conceptions 
8 of his matter. For tho? Chriſt died to ſave the chief 
of nners, yet this ordinance hath nothing meritorious 
1 Irder to atone for ſin. Nor was it 
ov. Excuſe my interruptioa: I muſt inform you 
WS | am not alone in this opinion. Laſt night I heard 
y in a public company, that, Tho' he was none 
edctoſe flaming profeſſors who turn the world upſide 
eos about religion, yet he thanked God he made 
_ right by fitting down at the table of the Lord.” 
( fſaying induced me alſo to aſk admittance to that 
—_— CC. | 
io. Ah, Contemnus, you conſtrain me to conclude, 
pour views of this ſolemn work are entirely wrong. 
_> bc free to tell you, that, when 1 ſaw you here 
eight, a fond hope overſpread my ſoul, that you was 
ot to become a ſober man, and had abandoned your 
wer courſes. I now however perceive quite the 
ric. Still you are ignorant of the very firſt prin- 
les of religion, and of the ſolemn nature of the Lord's 
per. Now, with ſorrow of heart, I learn, that what 
brought you here is only an impious ſentence drop- 
d from one of your ungodly companions. Like him 
WP ſuppoſe that partaking of the ſacrament will atone 
= your ungodly conduct, that ſo you may with redoub- 
vigor indulge in fin, and ſerve the devil and your 
n luſts. 
Cox. Sir, remember that a miniſter ought to ſpeak 
aritably. 7 
| FID. Ah, but my friend would not wiſh me to exer- 
me charity at the expence of fidelity. Unfaithfulneſs 
L 2 meſſenger is peculiarly odious. It is required 
in ſtewards that a man be found faithful.” And ſure 
aat charity is falſely ſo called which is not accompani- 
| > 


p, 


( 29 ) 
ed with fidelity. What is genuine charity but loving 
and doing good to our neighbour? And that never can 
be doing him good, which is deceiving him. Now 
pray, fir, conſider what an erroneous idea to ſuppoſe, that 
commnnicating will atone for fin. Were you proper- 
ly acquainted with your bible, you would there learn, 
that this ordinance was prepared for the friends of 
Jeſus, and for them alone. Nor ſhould any 

Con. What, fir, I muſt again interrupt you, will 
you ſay that I am not a friend of Chriſt ? Who would 
not love the Saviour of the world ? 

Fip. I have only to anſwer this queſtion in the 
words of Jeſus, If ye love me,“ ſaid he, keep my com- 
* mandments.* Loving him and rebelling againſt him 
are quite inconſiſtent. Obedience is the unerring 
proof of friendſhip to Jeſus, And you will excuſe me, 


if, in compaſſion to your ſoul, I calmly aſk, can you 


pretend that you love Jeſus? Are there any of the 
traces of genuine love in your conduct? What! are 
ignorance and profanity evidences- of friendſhip to 
Chriſt? Is taking the glorious and dreadful name 
of God in vain yielding obedience to the divine com- 
mand? Where is ſuch an injunction to be found? Not 
among the oracles of truth. Nor I may add in. any 
code of human laws, 

Farther, does not the third commandment in expreſs 
words prohibit ſuch conduct? Nor can you tay, that 
drinking to intoxication is keeping the commands of 
Chriſt? What a ſhocking idea to ſuppoſe that Jeſus 
who was perfectly holy enjoined. a reaſonable creature 
to throw away his reaſon in the gratification of a bru- 
tal appetite. Enjoined him to benumb his mental 
powers, and to inflame his depraved paſſions to ſuch a 
degree, that his conduct has more the reſemblance of a 
malignant ſpirit, than that of a reaſonable being ? 
What! did ever ſuch a command iſſue forth from the 
holy one of Iſrael! Nay, on the contrary hath he not 


given the moſt expreſs commandment to act a different 
| part; 
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92 
hart: and alſo denounced the moſt ſevere puniſhment 
pon ſuch notorious offenders? 

Con. Sir, your manner of ſpeech approaches to rude- 
eſs, if not worſe, and entirely exhauſts my patience. 
demember I am a gentleman. This is in reality no 
eſs than denominating me both a ſwearer and a 
lrunkard. Who could narrate ſnch things of me? 

Frp. Oh, Contemnus, how ſtrong 1s the infatuation of 
in? Why attempt, either to conceal or to deny 
what is too obivious to all? Can you evade the charge ? 

in your own confciencedeny the melancholy fact? 

Cox. Ah, fir, can you ſay that though a man ſhould 
ſometimes miſtake and become intoxicated ; or ſhould 
ſometimes pronouce an oath, that therefore on that 
account he was to be eſteemed a drunkard or a ſwear- 
er? 

Fin. Contemnus, I ſhall not at preſent enter into the 
inguiry, how often a perſon muſt be 1ntoxicated before he 
be called a drunkard, nor how often he muſt {wear before 
he be called a ſwearer, but of one thing I am certain, 
even this, that both are expreſs!y forbidden by the 
law of God. And I am equally certain that no good 
man will indulge in either. Farther, ſince it is only 

ood men who have a right to commemorate the death 

of Chriſt, I muſt in diicharge of the truſt committed 
unto me by the Lord, refule you admittance to that 
tolemn feaſt. | 

Con. What, fir, would you be fo crue] as to hinder 
me from taking the ſacrament, in order to have my 
ans taken away. If I am a great finner, I have the 
greater neceſſity to go there. 

Fi. Far, far be it from me to oppoſe the ſalvation 
of your Hul; I moſt ardently pray for it, and would do 
any thing in my power to accompliſh ſuch a defirable 
end. J muſt however in duty inform you, that your 
ideas of this ſolemn ſervice are altogether wrong. 


This opinion you ſeem to have adopted over the in- 
toxicating 
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toxicating cup, from the mouth of an ungodly companion 
The ſacred recerd knows no ſuch doctrine. Its unifK0! 
form doctrine is, that there is no other name give$"* 
under heaven among men whereby we Lan be ſavel$" 
but the name of Jeſus Chriſt. If your opinion we. 
juſt, then it would be to make a Saviour of the ſolem 
ordinance. To make the performance of a duty th 
Saviour of the ſoul. Nay, more a ſingular kind o 
Saviour indeed. Not a Saviour from fin: but 
Saviour in fin. One that purchaſed indulgence tt 
commit iniquity. Such unqueſtionably would he 
the fact, if one might indulge in all manner of de 
bauchery and profanity, and by fitting down at the 
table of the Lord, remove all that contamination and 
guilt. Nor hath ſuch purification any other aim than” 
to prepare to plunge afreſh into the mire of pollution, 
This would be not only to convert the ordinance of th 
Lord's ſupper into a meritorious Saviour: but alſo in. 
to a minitter of fin. In this view how. could it deſerve 
the name of an holy ſacrament? Farther, in this ordi 
nance 1s repreſented the moſt intimate communion be 
tween Chriſt and the holy ſou]. But can Chriſt have fel 
lowſhip with a fon of Belial ? Can he have commum1o! 
with a profane finner, ſtill going on in the practice ol 
his abominations? In this ſolemn ordinance the mol} 
affecting view of a crucified Saviour is exhibited, that . 
tears of penitence and of holy joy may ſtream from 
broken and contrite heart. But can he grieve for {in 
whoſe chief pleaſure is to indulge therein? Can he 
feel holy joy who rejoiceth only in iniquity ? Here alſo 
is exhibited the moſt ample diſplay ever given to mor- 
tals of the holineſs and glorious excellence of Gad. 
Are then, I aſk, ſuperſtition, ignorance, profanity, and 
daring preſumption proper diſpoſitions to bring to this 
holy ordinance? 

Does not the very nature of things eviace how ti- 
diculous it would be to behold a man of fuch a cha- 
racter at a communion table! What! to-day in the 
| company 
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7 
ompany of the drunkard, joining in his wanton ſong, 
rreligious and obſcene converſation, and to-morrow in 
he company of the people of God, joining in their o- 
mn ſervice and religious devotions ! To-day partak- 
ing of the cup of devils, which the cup of the drunk- 
ard certainly 1s, and to-morrow partaking of the cup of 
he Lord ! O how horrible the guilt to approach the 
cred table, as it were ſtaggering with the cup of 
intoxication in the hand! O how impious, that the 
Wips which were ſcarcely cloſed from. ſwearing ſhould 
pproach a communion table, crying, Lord! Lord! 
Well may he ſay to ſuch, why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I ſay ? Reaſon herſelf 
arffbluſhes at ſuch conduct. It was the expreſſive ſaying of 
nz godly Divine: © To harbour with us, and bring a- 
hel long with us to the commemoration of the death 
nM of Chriſt unmortified luſts and corruptions, ſuch as 
vet we do not continually and ſincerely endeavour to kill 
li and mortify, is to come and upbraid Chriſt with bis 
e murderer, inſtead of obtaining any ſpiritual advantage; 
What can ſuch poor ſonls expect!“ 
» Nay more, fir, by your very catechiſm you was 
off taught in your youthful days, that knowledge was ne- 
ceſſary to diſcern the Lord's body, faith to feed upon 
of him, alſo repentance, love, and new obedience. Can 
if you deny that theſe things are neceſſary in order to ac- 
off <<ptable communicating ? Now, fir, will you ſay that 
cM thouthaſt knowledge to diſcern the ſpiritual nature of this 
of folemn ſervice, when by thine own acknowledgment 
chou ſuppoſeſt partaking therof will make atonement 
for thy fins. This is not knowledge proper ior diſ- 
i <<rning the Lord's body. Know for certain that it is 
none of the ends of this ſacrament that it may atone 
for the fins of men, in order that they may more 
than ever indulge in all manner of vice. This would be 
rendering it an unholy ordinance indeed. Uſing it to 
quite another purpoſe than ever was intended by the 
Holy One. His intention was, that his friends in obſer- 
ving 
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131 
ving this ſervice might bear up the remembrance of 
his death and ſufferings in their behalf. That in 
doing, the various graces implanted in their fouls might 
be called forth into lively exerciſe. That by virtue 
derived from Chriſt they may grow in grace, and be 
nouriſhed up into eternal life. That they may. expe. 
rience the gracious manifeſtations of divine love and 
obtain bliſsful foretaſtes of endleſs felicity. That they 
may know in enjoyment what 1s the exceeding great. 

neſs of God's love. 

Con. Dear fir, this is exactly what I was formerly 
ſaying, obtaining ſalvation by communicating. Have 
you not ſaid that at the table of the Lord men obtain 2 
glorious foretaſte of eternal felicity ? 

Frp. True, I have ſo ſaid. But what kind of men 
are they who enjoy ſuch favours? Have you not been 
alſo told that they are the friends of Jeſus ? That theſe 
alonc have a right to go there, and that theſe alone will 
obtain the bleflings repreſented by this ſpiritual inſti- 
tution? Nay more, have you not been informed that 
in the nature of things, holy perſons mn can experi- 
ence theſe exquiſite and refined enjoyments? I have alſo 
appealed to your catechiſm, which I ſuppoſe you learn- 
ed in your youth, in confirmation of what was averred. 
Nor do I contend that this is any more than human 
authority. It might have been added, that the church 
not only teaches that a proper acquaintance with the 
nature of this ordinance, but alſo the exiſtence of ge- 
nuine faith, is neceſſary in order to beneficial communi- 
cating. And fince all men have not faith, fo all men 
are not proper gueſts for that ſacred feaſt. Nor can 
it be denied, that wherever true faith exiſts in the heart 
it will manifeſt itſelf in the life, Holy actions are the 
fruits of genuine faith. Hence every profane ſwearer, 
every notorious drunkard, every ignorant and profane 
perſon proves by his actions that he bath no faith; and 
. conſequently that he hath no right to come to this ho- 
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ly ſacrament. Nor can you deny, far, that ſuch is your 


preſent character. 
But, if poſſible, to convince your own mind of this 


by hearing the word of truth. This hearing 
muſt either come by the reading of the ſcriptures, 
he preaching of the goſpel. But can you fay that 
you one of thoſe who do not forſake the aſſembling 
of themſelves. in the houſe of God? When was you in 
the church ? om I ſee you there. How then can 
faith exiſt in your foul when you negle& the only ap- 
pointed means for producing it? Can the ruſh grow 
without mire? Can faith be produced without hearing? . 
The very ſeeds of genuine faith are the reports of di- 
vine truth; therefore no true faith can exiſt where the 
ſacred reports are unheard. And it is reaſonable to 
conclude, that, if you neglect to hear the goſpel, you 
will alſo neglect to read the word of God. Of this your 
groſs ignorance 1s full proof, 

But farther, as faith 1s a grace unſeen by the mor- 
tal eye, the real exiſtence thereof is aſcertained b 
its fruits. Now, are the genuine evidences of faith 
dwelling in your heart? Are theſe evidences, groſs ig- 
norance of God and of divine things? Continued ne- 


glect of religious ordinances? Habitual ſwearing, drink- 


ug, and intemperance? If ſuch are the evidences of 
genuine faith, then allow me to ſay that you may lay 
claim to real faith, But if, on the contrary, it is un- 
queſtionably certain, that all thofe who have true faith 
dwelling in their hearts, live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in the world, having a reſpe& unto all the com- 
mandments of God, then the melancholy fact is too ob- 
vious that as yet you are deſtitute of this heavenly 
grace, therefore debarred by the ſacred oracles from 
approaching that holy table. Hence, in compaſſion to 
your foul 1 muſt refuſe you admittance, 
| D 


Cox. 
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Cox. Pray, fir, how is this compaſſion to my ſoul ? 
For though I do not deny that I have ſometimes been 
' guilty of theſe crimes, yet I acknowledge them, and 
am ſorry for them, and ſhall endeavour to be more 
careful of my future conduct. 

Frip. That will afford me the higheſt pleaſure. Allow 
me however to tell you, that often there are expreſſions 
of ſorrow for fin, and acknowiedgments thereot, wi ch 
are not accompanisd with fincerity. But genuine re- 
pentance is a neceſſary qualification in every commu- 
nicant. | 

Cox. Dear fir, do not conſt rain me to call you rude, 
and again to fay, that inſtead of being compaſſionate, 
you are exceedingly uncharitable and ſevere in your 
cenſures. Why .queſtton the reality of my repentance 
from my own mouth? 

Fip. Be not offended my friend. In no inſtance is 
the teſtimony of a man admitted in his own cauſe, It 
is your future actions and not your preſent expreſſions 
which muſt prove the reality of your repentance. It 
was the ſaying of a godly divine, © That hypocritical 
© and ſuperficial expreſſions ſignify nothing, but the 
„powerful work of grace and regeneration which 

« changes the heart; and Scripture ſaith, © ont of the 
heart are the iſſues of life.“ Admitting then that you 
are now heartily ſorry for fin, which is the utmoſt ex- 
tent of charity you require me to indulge; this will 

not prove your repentance ſincere. For, befides ſorrow 
for fin, repentance implies a turning from it unto 
God.“ Can it therefore be deemed uncharitable to 
inform you that the quality of your preſent ſorrow will 
be aſcertained from the quality of your future conduct? 
That will prove this, either real or hypocritical. 

It merits allo p<culiar regard, that this is the very 
mark which our Lord hath given, by which, to try the 
characters of profeſſors. By their fruits ye fhall Know 
them. Be not offended, therefore, when you are in- 


formed that your external reformation muſt prove the 
reality | 
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reality of your repentance before you have a right to 
aſcend a communion table. Previous to that, new o- 
bedience flowing from a new heait, directed to proper 
ends, produced and invigorated by ardent love to God, 
muſt diſplay their purifying effects in your conduc. 
But you know, fir, that for theſe, time is requiſite. , 
Be not diſpleaſed when I requeſt you to delay this fo- 
lemn work, and if your eonduct before another ſolem- 
nity ſhow your reformation, then with pleaſure you 
will be admitted. | 
Allow me further to remind you, that if you take 
offence at the freedom I have now uſed, a ſtrong exi- 
dence will be afforded of your want of proper diſpoſi- 
tions. Conviction muſt fill your mind that I have 
done no more than my duty : Hence no juſt cauſe of 
offence. Your conduct has impoſed upon me a very 
unpleaſant taſk. Believe me, fir, it would have afford- 
ed more pleaſure if no cauſe of a refuſal had exiſted. 
Nor will the pleaſure be ſmall upon the removal. Be 
admoniſhed, therefore, ſpeedily to abandon your ſinful 
courſes, Endeavour to cauſe the genuine nature of 
your repentance appear by a change of life. Let not 
your religion be the blaze of the moment, but the in- 
crealing flame of an holy life. The path of the juſt 
is like the {hiting light that ſhineth more and more 
* unto the perfect day.” Let not your reformation 
therefore, be from groſſer crimes merely, but a turn- 
ing from all manner of fin. From the moſt darling 
luſt, and unhallowed practice. Of Herod we read that 
he reſpected John, heard him gladly, and did many _ 
things, yet ſtill he held faſt his darling luſt, ſtill he 
went on in his ungedly courſe of cruelty, uncleanneſs, 
haughtineſs, and impiety, until vengeance overtook him 
in an untimely death. Partial reformation plunges 
deeper in guilt. He who once ſeemed to ſet out well 
in the ways of religion and afterwards turns back, 
laftens with double ſpeed to the pit of deſtruQion. 
Cry then mightily. to God for mercy. Seek the 
D 2 Lord 
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the wicked forſake his way, and the 


( 28 ) 

Lord with thy whole heart. He is the hearer of pray- 
er. He will be found of you. He is the father of 
mercies. The God of love. He hath ſo loved the 
* world that he gave his only begotten ſon, that who- 
* ſoever believeth in him might not periſh but have 
* everlaſting life.” What could he have done more 
for his forlorn and finful offspring? He is in Chriſt re- 


conciling ſinners to himſelf, not imputing unto believing 


men their treſpaſſes. He invites, nay entreats, all to 
come to receive the bleſſings of ſalvation. Hear his 
own 3 entreaties, Ho every one that 
thirſteth come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
* money, come ye, buy, and eat, yea, come, huy wine 
* and milk without money, and withor* price.“ Let 
trighteous man 
* his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our God and 
* he will abundantly pardon.” Nay, in the language 


* 


both of mercy and of majeſtic authority, Jeſus himſelf 


calls upon rebelling men, ſaying, Unto you, © men, I 

* call and my voice 1s to the ſons of men. Look unto 
me and be ye ſaved all ye ends of the earth, for I am 
Gods, and beſides me there is no Saviour.“ And in the 
moſt poſiti ve language the ſpirit of all grace declares, 
« Jeſus is able to ſave to the very wuttermoſt all thet 
© come unto him, ſeeing that he ever liveth to mal. e 
© interceſſion for them. The blood of Jeſus cleanſ:th 
from all fin.' Hew ill by no means caſt off them 
* who come to him.“ 

Approach then this gracious and this Almighty Savi- 
our. Aﬀs that you may receive. Be diligent in the uſe of 
all appointed means for iner? aſing in bel inefs. Mortify 
every luſt. Guard the door of your lips that you of- 
fend not with your tongue. It is the ſaying of the 
Holy Ghoſt, * whoſo bridleth not his own tongue, that 
© man's religion is vain' Subdue the polluted defire 


for itrong drink. 
depraved appetite. 


Be no more vanquithed by your owe 
Fly the cup of intoxication as you 
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« ſent thou not.” Avoid their path. It leads to de- 
ſtruction. Their ſteps take hold of hell.” Aſſociate 
with the excellent ones of the earth ; theſe are not the 
{wearef, the drunkard, the ſabbath-profaner, the abſen- 
ter from public worſhip, the ſcoffer at religion, and 
the deſpiſer of that which is good. Quite the reverſe. 
Such men are the diſgrace of humanity, the dettroyers 
of human happineſs and the diſhonorers of the God of 
Heaven. If then you with not to taſte of their future 
cup, be not their preſent companion. * A companion 

of fools ſhall be deſtroyed : but he who walketh with 
* wiſe men ſhall be wiſe.” Walking with the fearers 
of the Lord, you ſhall be edified in the good ways of 
the Lord. heſe will teach you the way of God more 
perfectly. Their prayers ſhall reach the celeſtial throne 
in your behalf. The effectual fervent prayer of a righ- 
* te9us man availeth very much,“ But other urgent 
calls, will allow me no longer an interview with you 
at this time. I am engaged to viſit a dying friend who 
is triumphing in the firm hope of eternal life, and who 
imiles to. fee his race fo near run and glory full in view. 

Con. Dear fir, I would wiſh to accompany you, and 
with tears I declare my reluctance to break off our 
preſent interview, and J hope my future conduct ſhall 
evince the genuine nature of my ſorrow and my thank- 


fulneſs for your fidelity, and your kind inſtructions. I 


am confident I need not requeſt your prayers in my 
behalf, theſe will often be poured forth for my reforma- 
tion, and ſalvation. 


© Tell me no more of eart hly toys, 
„Of ſinful mirth, of carnal joys, 
« The things I lov'd before; 
Let me but ſee my Saviour's face, 
And feel his animating grace, 
And I deſire no more. 
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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 
AXNDRONICUS a Miniſter, and ELAN DOR a reli- 


gious young Perſon defiring to partake of the 
Holy Sacrament. 
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I love them that love me ; and thoſe that ſeek me early 

Hall. find me. 

PRov. vill. 17. 

ANDRONICUS, Your prefence here, my young 
friend, affords me fincere pleaſure. I hope you are 
come upon the common buſineſs of this evening. 

ELANDOR, Yes, tir, I would now humbly attempt 
to obey the dying command of my Saviour. Too long, 
alas, I have neglected this important duty. Too long 
I have been diſobedient to ſuch a loving command. 

Axp. A full conviction of neglected duty is the 
forerunner of performance. Thoſe are happy who by 
the influences of the divine ſpirit have been illuminated 
to diſcover ihe path of duty; and who have by him 
been convinced of fin, and have alſo felt his love con- 
ſtraining them to holineſs. Happy thoſe who come to 
communicate from a principle of divine love. In this 
inſtitution rich love is diſplayed, The love of the Fa- 

ther in ſending his Son; the love of the Son in cheer- 
fully giving himſelf; and the love of the Holy Ghoſt 
In renewing the heart, and preparing to celebrate the 
dying love of Jeſus. 

But I fluter myſelf my young friend is ſufficiently 
aware of tlic vaſt importance of this folemu approach 
to the living God, This unqueſtionably is the moſt 

ſolemn 


7 


TY 
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ſolemn appearance before God which man ean make 
on earth, until Chriſt come again.“ Reflecting upon 
the preſent conduct of men, reſpecting the Lord's Sup- 
per, my mind hath frequently been grieved. Some 
are unmindful what characters they admit to the Lord's 
table. Others teach that there is no more ſolemnity in 
this ordinance than in prayer, praiſe and meditation. 
Promiſcuous admiſſion is certainly wrong. To ſay that 
there is no more importance or ſolemnity in this ordi- 
nance than in prayer, praiſe, and meditation, appears 
alſo to be wrong, Ate there not common and allo ex- 
traordinary acts of religious worſhip ? Have not theſe 
obtained under every form of religious worſhip ; prov- 
ing their correſpondence to the nature of things? Were 
there not common, and extraordinary ſacrifices appoint- 
ed under the Law? Were there not the morning and 
the evening ſacrifice, and alſo the ſolemn feſtivals and 
the days of holy convocation? Did not our Lord him- 
ſelf give an example of unuſual ſolemnity in the cele- 
bration of the firſt Supper? Can thoſe acquainted with 
the hiſtory of the church deny, that the early chriſtians 
all with one voice declared by their ations that they 
eſteemed the approach to God at his table, the moſt ſo- 
temn that. man can make on earth 2? 

But, my young friend, the opinion of the great Dr. 
Owen ought to have conſiderable weight in the deci- 
ton of this queſtion. His writings fully prove that he 
ſtudied this ſubject with peculiar care. And con- 
cerning this matter he ſays * © It is a common receiv- 
ed notion among chriſtians, and it is true, that there 
eis a pecultar communion with Chriſt in this ordinance, 
* which we have ia no other ordinance ; that there is a 
++ peculiar acting of faith in this ordinance which is. in 
no other ordinance. This is the faith of the whole 


is the greateſt myſtery of all the practicals of our 


© chriſtian 
Sacra. Diſcour, p. 189. 
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« chriſtian pany a way of receiving Chriſt by eating 
* and drinking, ſomething peculiar that is not 2 pray- 
er, that is not in the hearing of the word, nor in any 
other part of divine worſhip whatſoever ; a peculiar 
participation of Chriſt; a peculiar acting of faith towards 
+ Chriſt. This participation of Chriſt is not carnal but 
* ſpiritual.” Such Dr. Owen delivers both as his own 
opinion, and alſo that of the whole church in all ages. 

But this ſubject is placed in the moſt clear, convin- 
cing, and unanſwerable point of view by the accurate 
and maſterly pen of Mr. Maclaurin of Glaſgow *. 
«© Communicating,” ſays he, “ is beyond prayer, praiſe, 
„and meditation, becauſe it joins theſe together, and 
„adds more to them. It is beyond mere ſpiritual 
© exerciſes of worſhip, becauſe of the ſingular way 
„that it employs not only the ſoul but the body. It 
« is hiker heaven than ſecret communion with God, 
„ becauſe” it is an enjoyment of it in the viſible com- 
„ munion of ſaints. It is beyond private duties, he- 
„ cauſe it is a public ordinance; and beyond other 
+ public ordinances, becauſe it has the uſe of them join- 
«ed to it, as ſubſervient to it, and adds ſomething to 
„it. It is not merely a commemoration of God's 
„chief gift, but a ſolemn receiving of it; and what 
& jt ſpecially communicates is the very conſummation of 
ce that bleſſed work, the Redeemer's death. It is an 
„% honourable diſtinction put upon it by the circum- 
& ſtances of its appointment, being immediately by 
„ the Redeemer himſelf, and at that remarkable time 
& when he was entering upon theſe laſt ſufferings which 


tit chiefly commemorates. It is therefore the moſt * 


% ſolemn and the chief performance of the chief exerci- 
& ſes we are capable of.” 

To ail which it may be added, that revelation poſt- 
tively declares, chat the King will come iu to ſee 
the gueits ar his table. That God will be ſanchfied 
of all them who diaw nigh uwito him; and before all 


© the 


germ. p. 30. 


A » 
* «CT 


** "wy * 9 
- * , * WL - 
CUE! * | 


* 
* 
= 4 


( 33 ) g 
he people he will be glorified.” And that, great fear 
due unto him in the meeting of his ſaints, and he 
vill be had in reverence of all them who approach 
into him.“ 

ELA. Oh fir, my very heart trembles for fear of ap- 
vn Woaching God in an improper manner, yet I cannot 
- © Wh cain the defire which I fell to celebrate the death of 
n ſus. 

te WF Axp. May every pure deſire become more and more 
*, hement and not leflen its exertions until holineſs is 
e, MWoduced. It is a token for good that my young friend 
id Membles for fear of offending ; whilſt you are thus 
al Wxious however not to offend, be alſo anxious that ho- 
Y I reverence degenerate not into ſervile fear. The fear 
t Which agitates your ſoul, is I hope that holy fear which 
„ Wizinates from diſplays of divine love. 

- MW Era. Sometimes I would fondly hope ſo, but again 
- We reverſe is felt. But I beg, fir, that you will deal 
r partially and faithfully with me, that I may obtain 
zur aid in judging of my ſpiritual condition. 

AND. Both affection and duty admoniſh miniſters to. 
elity and to care. Your requeſt however lays you 
der obligations to be ingenuous in your narration, 
at ſo by the bleſſing of the divine ſpirit every opportu- 
ty of being beneſicial to you may be afforded. 

Era. I ſhall be impartial as far as permitted by a 
ceitful heart, tho* ſhame ſhould frequently overſpread 
y countenance, But O if ever it was true of any hu- 
jan heart it certainly is of mane, that it is deceitful and 
ſperately wicked. O that the Spirit of all truth would 
arch and try me, and guide me in the way of duty. 
AND. He can perſorm this arduous tatk. Entruſt 
into his almighty hands. But whence this anxiety 
d know the plagues of your heart? 1s ſuch a conduct 
atural to an unconverted man? Are ſuch ardent 
renthings the production of depravity? Nay rather, 
hen they are accompained with a belief of the goſpel 
nd a holy Life, they are the indications of the opera- 
tions 


( 34 ) 
tions of the eternal Spirit. Can one bewail the decei 
fulneſs of the heart who neither perceives nor feels f 
fame? Can a dead man either ſee or feel? Hence f 
wailings aſcending from a deceitful heart, accompani 
with holineſs, are ſigns that the Lord the Spirit hal 
opened the eyes of the mind to diſcern that deceit. I 
ceit diſcovered is on the way to be removed. Andt 
ſame power which affords a juſt conception of the h 
man heart will afford that degree of illumination n 
ceſſary for worthy communicating. 
ELA. This reminds me to entreat you to inform n 
what is included in that knowledge which is requin 
in order to beneficial communicating. I have oft 
thought upon this without being able to aſcertain | 
real extent. 
AND. Neither perhaps may it be in my power 
deſcribe its true limits. It is frequent with the ſaere 
as well as other writers to expreſs a whole by a pa 
The ſelection of that part appears to be arbitrary, Fu 
ſometimes they expreſs the whole by the moſt impo 
tant part. Sometimes by the moſt viſible and obvio 
part. Sometimes by that part of. the whole which 
moſt correſpondent to the ſubje& illuſt rated. The 2: 
tentive mind will recolle& many inſtances of the trut 
of theſe remarks in the language uſed reſpecting t! 
ſufferings of Chriſt, The whole of his exquiſite ſu 
ferings are expreſſed ſometimes by the ſufferings « 
his body. Sometimes by the ſafferings of his fou 
Sometimes by his giving his fleſh for the life of th 
world. And ſometimes by ſhedding his blood for thi 
remiſſion of fin. Hence it is written, Chriſt his own 
* ſelf bear our fin in his own body on the tree. H 
* poured out his foul unto death. Thou ſhalt mak 
his ſoul an offering for fin. Except ye eat the flell 
and drink the blood of the Son of God, ye have nt 
part in him. This is my body which is broken jo! 
you. We have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of fins. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt hi 
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— Son cleanſeth from all fin.” Theſe are a few of ma- 
y paſſages which prove that it is uſual with the facred 
1 Bader to expreſs a whole by a principal part of that 
hiFFhole. And theſe phraſes the New Teſtament writers 
Dee to expreſs the illuſtrious perſon, the offices, the 
id Fork, the exaltation, and the whole mediation of the 
e hf{orious Redeemer. 
\ off !t is obvious that commemorating requires in its Ve» 
y nature, an acquaintance with the perſon, or the e- 
ent commemoraced, This acquaintance is either per- 
nal, or hiſtorical. The knowledge we have ot Jeſus 
s derived troin the ſacred record. There is allo an 
xper1mental acquaintaute that every believer hath of 
hiiſt, which is none of the leaſt of the myſteries in 
rodlinels. Hence we read of the minds of the faithtul 
deing enlightened in the Knowledge of Chriſt, of their 
growing iu grace, and in the knowledge of Chriit. 
But inſpiration ſpeaks aho of a conſtitution of 
briſt's perſon truly wonderful. His name is Won- 
ul, ſo is his perſon. He 1s the Son of God made fleſh, 
Ihe Lawgiver made of a woman, made under the law. 
mmanuel, God in our nature. The Former of all 
hings : become the ſervant ot all. The Fellow of Je- 
ovah, who thought it no robbery to be equal to God, 
ecome bone of our bone and fleſh of our fl-th, that in 
all chings he might be made like unto his brethren 
whom he came to redeem. Such 1s the myſterious 
conſtitution of Jelus* perſon. Proper conceptions of 
hom are neceſſary in order to proper commemoration 
ot his death. Aud let none 
ELA. Be not offended at my interruption: my mind 
is apt to forget matters of importance. Pray, how can 
feeble man underſtand the conitirution of Chriſt's per- 
don when it is fo exceedingly myſterious and ſo far be- 
a 


yond the feeble conception of the human mind? 

AND. It is ſimilar to every other myllery ; it cannot 
oF be fully explained or underſtood. But may not a myſ- 
oF fery be believed upon 1ubltantial evidence, though its 

nature 
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nature cannot be unfolded? Were man to believe 
truth or fact but hat he could fully inveſtigate and pe 
celve, limited indeed would be the ſphere of his belj 
and knowledge. Upon the report of infinite faithfulne 
we are bound to credit this wonderful fact concerning tl 
nature of Chriſt, What ſtronger evidence would t 
human mind require? For ſaith the ſacred oracles * G 
* cannot lie. 
Nay more, the divine Spirit hath condeſcended to gi 
as full and diſtin information upon that ſubject, 
perhaps our limited powers could conceive. Wh 
then ſhould mortals either diſbelieve or murmur? Wh 
ſhould not man belive the ſayings of God? Why ſhoull 
not he adore him for what is made known, and belien 
where human power fails to comprehend? Nay, wi 
aſtoniſhing love that God ſhould reveal ſo much, ani 
diſplay his love in ſuch an amazing manner. Other 
may act as they pleaſe but all who believe the goſpel 
and who have experienced divine teaching, will lite 
with an obedient ear to the voice of God. 
ELA. Moſt cheerfully would I yield obedience to the 
voice of God. I wiſh however in every caſe to Knoy 
with ſome degree of certainty whither it is his voice ot 
not. 
AnD. My young friend ſhould remember that thi 
doctrine 1s the pillar and the ground of all revealed truth, 
and that there cannot be any proper commemoration 
of the death of Jeſus without a firm belief therein. The 
men who eſteem Chriſt only one of our own order, 
and no more than a mere man, reduce the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper merely to the remembrance of 
one who was eminently beneficial to ſociety, Hence 
what higher place do theſe aſſign to Chriſt than to the 
departed heroes whom the heathen nations venerated. 
But it is not intended to perplex the mind of my friend 
with theſe diſputes farther than appears neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh his mind in the truth, and to fortify him a- 
gaiunſt ſeduction. It is frequently unprofitable, and al- 
ways 
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ways unpleaſant to enter upon the field of controverſy. 
It was the expreſſive ſaying of an ancient divine, that 
« Tt is better to ſet meat before the people of God to 
feed upon, than bones merely to gnaw upon.“ 

ELA. But, ſir, did you not ſpeak of the knowledge 
of the different offices of Chriſt, as alſo included in the 
knowledge ueceſſary for intelligent and acceptable com- 
municating? 

AND. Nor do I retra& the ſaying. For accommo- 
dation to our circumſtances, Chriſt executes three dif- 
ferent offices. Sinful man is become darkened in his 
underſtanding and ignorant of God: and Chriſt is a 
prophet to remove this ignorance by the teaching of 
his Word and Spirit. Once man was perfect in know- 
ledge ; the whole path of duty, and the whole ficld of 
mental improvement were full 1a his view. But the 
moment that fin entered the ſoul, darkneſs covered the 
mental powers. Hence all the deſcendents of Adam are 
now naturally ignorant of God, and unacquainted with 
the path of duty. In the amiable character of the 
Revealer of the Father's will to men, Jeſus diſpels the 
clouds of 1gnorance and of error, which hover over the 
human mind, and by his heavenly Word and Spirit in- 


fuſes the cheering rays of knowledge and of truth. 


By fin men are naturally guilty and condemued, but 
Jeſus, in the auguſt character of the High Prieſt of the 
chriſtian profeſſion, hath once offered up hin{clf a com- 
plete atonement for fin, He is now alſo the Advocate 
with the Father on the celeſtial throne ; where he will 
continue to intercede for the church. 

Men are by nature ſtubborn, refractory, and rebellious 
and Chriſt in the majeſtic character ot a King van- 
quiſhes their prejudices, ſubdues their corruptions and 
reſtrains and conquers. all his and their enemies. Thus, 
in the execution of theſe three offices, he thows that in 
bim all fulneſs dwells, and that he is able to ſave to the 
very uttermoſt, all who come unto him tor ſalvation. 
ExA. But fince all * are completely juitified 

by 


& © 


nd — n. N 9 . " . 9 * 
n if ts. , \ * "Gar 3 Fn 2 2 0 
N Q * 9 * N y ** y . K 
* n . 
0 d * - -” * 
* 


* = 
—— Ges — 3 — — 
. * I "FS * . a J . A - 


— —— 
2 — p wy o 
— 2 2 eras 
OS 2 Af —,. 2 — — — 
- 


n * 1 
9 9 


8 
by the fulneſs and the perfection of Chriſt's work; 
are they now under obligations to obey the divine law 


2s a rule of life? 


AND. Certainly all believers are bound to be holy, 
Chriſt never died to purchaſe an indulgence in fin, but 
a deliverance from ſin. The chief and the direct ends 
of his death were to make atonement for fin, and to pur- 
chaſe unto himſe!f a peculiar people, zealous of good wor hs. 
Hence though believers are made free indeed by Chriſt, 
yet they are not freed from the ties of holy obedience. 
The ſons of God are all ſons of liberty: but they are alſo 
bound by the powerful cords of love to purity of man- 
ners. They are freed from the law as a condemning 
power, for there is no condemnation to them who are 
In Chriſt Jefus. They are alſo dead to the law in ref- 
pet of ſeeking ſalvation by the werks of the law. Thus 
of the ſons of faith Paul ſays, * we are dead to the law 
that we might be married to a1 other huſband, even 
to Chriſt,” But ftill no fituation nor circumſtance 
can alter the invariable obligation upon every reaſona- 
ble creature to be holy as God 1s holy. Nor let my 
friend once ſuppoſe that holineſs is a grievous taſk, 
The commandments of Chriſt are not grievous. It is 
the ſaying of Dr Owen, When the foul] works out of 
love, what it doth is not grievous. And the inward 
& ard outward commands of -Chrift will be grievous to 
&« all that are not under the conſtraining pcwer and ef- 
4 ficacy of his love.” In proportion to the influence 


of the Divine Spirit within, man will delight in holi- 


ncſs 
ELA. I hefitate not to declare, that my mind is fully 
perſuaded of the truth concerning the fulneſs of Chriſt's 
work to procure the ſalvation of all them who actual- 
ly believe, and alſo of their ebligatious to purity of man- 
ners; however, my anxiety to be properly informed re- 
ſpecting every important article of faith emboldens me to 
entreat you to inform me by what ſcripture- evidence it 
is ſupported that Chriſt made complete atonement. 


And. 


6 
AND. The approving voice of the Eternal Father while 
Jeſus was accompliſhing our redemption, This is my 
© beloved Son in whom Jam well pleaſed.“ The lay». 
ing of Jeſus upon the eroſs. It is figiſhed.* Ihe 
Great Judge raiſing him from the dead. His exalta- 
tation at the right hand of power, aad his having re- 
ceived full power to diſpe ſe the bleſſings of falvation 
to rebellious men, as ſo many undeniable evidences, ful- 

ly prove that the ſatisfaQtion of Jeſus was complete. 

Nay more, upon the perfection of Chriſt's righteouf- 
neſs depend all our hopes of heaven. Devoid of a per- 
fect righteouſacſs the law cannot acquit. But this no 
ft ifal man has of himſelf; and the only method made 
kowa for acceptance with God is the righteouſneſs. of 
Cariit, Now, if that righteouſneſs be not perfect it can- 
not juſtify, and if it cannot juſtify, then there can be no 
ſalvation for men. For, ſaith the ſacred Record, there 
is none righteous, no not one, all have finned and 
come ſhorè of the glory of God.“ And all the ſchemes 
which human arrogance has framed in order to obtain 
mercy without the righteouſneſs of Chriſt are only the 
vain boaſtings of a proud depraved heart that can work 
no deliverance. The voice of heaven is, Exc: pt a man 
reccive the kingdom of God, as a little child he ſhall 
in no wiſe enter therein. God refiſteth the proud, but 
* he giveth grace unto the lowly. The grace of God 
* bringeth ſalvation.” 

FLA. But pray, fince theſe ſufferings of Jeſas procur- 
ed eternal redemption ; were they alſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and could infinite wiſdom deviſe no other me- 
thod of expiation ? 

AND. It is impious in mortals to limit the wiſdom 
and the power of the Moſt High, and to ſay whether or 
aot any other method of redemptiom could have been 
deviſes, Who knoweth the depth of infinite wiſdom ? 
Who knoweth the mind of the Lord? Secret things 
belong unto God, We are however fully authoriſed 
to aver, that all the exquiſite ſufferings of Jeſus were 
E 2 neceſlary 
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neceſſary in order to make atonement. God is wiſe 
and juſt, and doeth nothing iu vain. But ſeripture 
teaches that theſe ſufferings. were by the expreſs ap- 
pointment of God, and alſo that they were inflicted by 
him. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. God made him to be fin for us. It pleaſed the 
Lord to bruife him. God hath ſet him forth a pro- 
* pitiation for fin. God ſpared not his own ſon, but de- 
* livered him up for us all. He was delivered by the 
* determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God.“ Since 
therefore they were by the expreſs appointment of 
God, and inflicted by him, the plain concluſion is this, 
that they were all both juſt and neceſſary. Neceſſary 
for vindicating the honors of the divine law ; glori- 
fying the divine perfections, demonſtrating the evil of 
fin, and bringing ſalvation to the forlorn ſons of Adam. 
And, O my young friend, reflecting upon the nature of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, and the love expreſſed in them who 
can refrain from crymg out, O the height, and the 
depth, and the breadth, and the length of the love of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, it paſſeth knowledge.“ O what 
love, that God fhould become man! That he who. 
ſuſtains the pillars of heaven ſhould ſubmit to poverty, 
to reproach, to ſhame, and to ſufferings for the crea- 
tures of his own hand. Thet the Son of God ſhould 
endure ſuch ſorrows, and agonies, and. woes to obtain 
ſalvation for mortals! That he ſhould be forſaken of 
his heavenly Father that we might be forſaken only 
for a ſmall moment, but favored. with endleſs enjoy- 
ment! O what cords of love to draw men to obedi- 
ence! O what a flame of love to animate the hearts of 
believers ! 

ELA. They are greatly bleſſed indeed who have an 
Intereſt in the mediation of Chriſt, and therefore are 
delivered from the wrath to come ! Such may cheer- 
fully endure affliction. Such may ſmile at the ſneer of 
reproach, Such may glory in all their afffictions, con- 
fident that theſe work out for them a far more exceed- 
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© ing, even an eternal weight of glory.” The hope of 
heaven L 

AnD. My young friend will excuſe the interruption., 

I hope he is not deſtitute of ſubſtantial expectations 
reſpecting the enjoyment of the happineſs of heaven. 
The animating hope of heaven is a great advancer of 
holineſs, * Every man who hath this hope purifieth 

« himſelf.” 

ELA. O dear fir, happy for my ſoul were ſuch the 
caſe : but ah I am afraid that it is not. 

AND. Why ſay ſo? Are you not ſorry for fin? Are 
vou not longing for holineſs? Do yon not carefully 
avoid * every appearance of evil?“ Are you not ſtudying 
to glorify God? Are you not longing to be more and 
more transformed into the image and likeneſs of the Son 
of God ? Certainly then theſe are no ſmall indications: 
of grace implanted in the ſoul. .. And it is a glorious 
truth, that wherever it is planted it will grow up and 
flouriſh unto eternal liſe. 

ELA. I have cauſe to mourn: that all theſe things 
are not with me as they ſhould, and as I could wiſh. 

I would however fondly ſeek after a participation of- 
thele bleſſings and joys. But my heart is naturally 
hard and itubborn, and my mind prone to backwardneſs - 
and folly. My heart is not ſufficiently melted for ſin. 
Oh the ſad corruption of my ſoul ! Oh the vain thoughts 
which lodge within me! O my langour in prayer and 
my criminal 1ndifference in the things of religion! 

AtrD. Be not dejected. Faith can vanquiſh all theſe 
difficulties. All things are poſſible to him that believ- 
eth: becauſe all things are poſſible to him that promiſ- 
ed. Be therefore ſtrong in the faith. 

ELA. I have need to cry, Loid increaſe my faith.” 
My faith is weak, my affe ctions grovelling, * When I 
would do good evil is pteſent with me.” 

AND. The Lord's Supper is by the divine bleſhng 
admirably adapted to itrengthen, to animate, and to. 
cheer the heart, to clevate the affections, and to inſpire 
3 - | the 
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( 42 ) 
the moſt ſublime and lofty ſentiments. In a depen- 
dent, humble, and vigorous manner uſe the appointed 
means to obtain that preparation which God hath pro. 
miſed ; that ſo at the table of the Lord your ſoul may 
Le refreſhed and comforted, and made to exult in the 
God of falvation. But our agreeable converſation muſt 
for the preſent be interrupted. With the greateſt plea- 
ſure I admit you to the Lord's Table; and ardently 
S1ſh that it may prove a happy time to your ſoul, 
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O my ſoul, ſee to it; and again, May; ſee to 1t, 
« that thou do with full purpoſe of heart cleave to the 
% Zord: that thy preſent devotion do not prove a ſud- 
« den flaſh ; but having ſet thy hand to the plough, do not 
« think of looting back. Remember that awful text, 
&* It had been better for them not to have known the way 
« of righteouſneſs, than after they have known it. to turn 
% from the holy commandment. Let this word be a 
« ſpur to thy diligence, but not revive thy ſcruples. 
% Tt were better never to communicate, than afterwards 
ce to apoſtatiſe. Thereſore in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
hald on thy way: do not decline the Lord's table, 
© but prepare for it; that, being a worthy communi- 
„cant here, thou may: ſt at laſt be a partaker of the 
« :1nheritance of the ſaints in light.“ 
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% Unhappy ſouls ! that ſeek for joy 
In pleaſure's empty ſcheme, 

© In vain you count ambition's toy 
+ D-liftve as a dream. 

© In vain does beauty charm the eye, 
Or tempt th' admiring gaze: 

„Can painted ſh:idows ſatisfy, 
Where virtue adds no grace??? 
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DIALOGUE 
BETWEEEN 
[HEOPHILUS a Miniſter, and Zac chzus an aged 

perſon requeſting admittance for the firſt time 


to the Lord's Supper.. 
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And about the eleventh hour, he went out, and ſoumd others 
landing ile, and ſaith unto them, why fland ye here 
all the day idle; go ye alſo into the vineyard and what« 
foever is right that ſhall ye receive. 


MATT. xx. 6, 7. 


” | 
ZACCHFUS. Y OU will perhaps, fir, be ſurpriſed Ml 
upon receiving a viſit from one who has not been ac. 
cuſtomed to frequent the company of minifters, but I 
have lately been hearing you preach, and your ſermons 
have given me a very different view of matters. 

THEOPAILVUS. Not my ſermons, fir, rather I hope the 
power of the Divine Spirit hath produced a change 1n 
the ſentiments of my friend. It hath afforded me no 
mail pleaſure to obſerve you regularly attending the 
church for ſome time paſt. | 

Zac. To my ſhame, and to the diſgrace of my na- 
tu e. the time was when I dif. egarded the public inttitu= 
tions of religion. But more pleaſure is now felt in at- 
tending them than ever was in neglecting. Now, IIo g | 
for the return ot the folemn day. Now, I count the = 
Subb ith of the Lord a delighi. How ain ] aſbamed to 4H 
inform you, that I am come to i queit admittance to 
the Lord's table for the I time! 

Tug. What, dear fir, have you ever communicated? 
have you lived to grey hairs in diſobedience to this 
command of Jclus ! | 
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Zac. Wonder not at this, fir ; if I had been properly 
attentive to the other commands of Jeſus, this one would 
not have been neglected. But was it to be expected 
that he who had no regard for the laws of God, and 
who hated all godlineſs ſhould have any love for this 
ſolemn ſervice? Could it be ſuppoſed that this duty 
ſhould be regarded by him who was a ringleader in 
every kind of profanity ? | 

THe. It affords me pleaſure to learn that you have 
now a convictien of your crimes. Conviction of 
folly is the begining of wiſdom. But pray how was 
this change of ſentiments and of conduct effected? 

Zac. Your office, fir, entitles you to the hiſtory of 
thoſe who come upon my errand. Mine ſhall be given 
with candor and impartiality. Long I lived an un- 
godly life. Neglected the public worſhip of God, the 
reading of the ſcriptures, and the ſulemn-duty of prayer, 
Rambling on however in this iniquitous courſe, one 
ſabbath a conſiderable time paſt, I accidentally went 
into the church, and remaining for ſome time heard you 
reaſoning on the great and. awful puniſhments awaiting 
the wicked. I there heard you prove that they who 
did not believe in the name of the Son of God behoved 
inevitably to periſh. Ney that the wrath of God al- 
ready abideth upon them. I there heard you prove, 
that all were unqueſtionably wicked who abſented from 
the public worſhip of God, who violated his holy ſab- 
bath—indulged in ſw2aring, or lying, and who lived in, 
the habitual negle& of ſecret prayer. My heart, ſtub- 
born as it was, could not evade ſuch a direct charge, 
my mind began to be agitated. Then I began to re- 
fi. ct upon my woful cond:tion, and dreaded dying in 
that awful fiiuation. I left the church deeply ponder- 
ing upon my former ways. Tf 

Tux. Aud I hope my friend did not (as, alas, too 
many do in finyjar circumſtances) plunge into diſſipa- 
tion and ungodly company in order to ſtifle oonvie- 
tion. 


Zac. Remorſe had taken a faſter hold of my mind. 
Conviction 
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* onviction would not let me go. I retired to meditate 
ected ben my paſt life. And Oh what a ſcene preſented it- 
ſelf ! The numerous fins of youth and riper years came 
into ſad remembrance. The view overwhelmed my 
ind. I could fcarce ſuſtain it. I attempted to pray. 
But ah that was work to which I was little ace 
cuſlomed. But as I could, I eried for the pardon 
of paſt offences. My heart cried ardently unto the 
Lord. 
* Tux. Prayer is excellent medicine for an awakened 
conſcience God is the hearer of prayer. But it is 
the prayer of the faith alone which he hears. He is a 
merciful God. It is him who pardoneth all iniquity. 
I hope he hath lieard the voice of your ſupplication. 
None ever ſought him in vain, who hath ſought in faith. 
But without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

'hatſoever is not of faith is fin. The prayer of the 
wicked is fin. 

Zac. I hope I found prayer ſingularly beneficial to 
me. By prayer 1 found my mind ſomewhat relieved. 
My expreſſions were indeed incoherent, yet my ſoul was 
in real earneſt. Neceſſity taught to pray. Then in 
order to learn the way of mercy I began to read the 
ſcriptures. Then 1 began to examine with minute 
care the evidence of their divine origin. Then 1 la- 
bored to diſcover the deceitfulneſs and the plagues of 
my own heart. Nay, I earneſtly withed to know the 
very worſt of my condition. LI alſo wiſhed to be con- 
ducted in the ways of holineſs, 

Tae. Excelleftt motives to bring to the noble 
work of conſulting the cred volume. This is cry- 
ing after knowledge and lifting up the voice for under- 
ſtanding. This is ſeeKing after her as for filver, and 
tearching for her as for hid treafures, Did ail ap- 
proach the ſacred record with ſuch motives, knowledge 
would ſuddenly be increaſed. Continue then with 
diligence, with faith, and, with unremitting ardor to 


earch the ſcriptures, Theſe teſtify of Jeſus the only 
Saviour, 


PWW 

( 46.) 
Saviour, and without whom we can do nothing ; and 
theſe direct in the way of duty. But I have interrup. 
ted your narration. | p. 

Zac. My uarration muſt be both confuſed and im- 
perfect. I can only ſay, that my anxiety increaſed; 
with the views obtained of my fituation as a guilty and h. 
a condemned criminal. Feeling ſuch anxiety abuut my 
foul, I no longer remained indifferent about the great 
ſalvation. Then with peculiar ardor of ſoul, I be. 
gan to amend my ways and my doings. With ftrong 
tervor of ſoul, I ſought after faith in Jeſus. Was 
regular in my attendance upon ordinances, and reſpeQ- 
ed the laws of ſobriety. Siuce that time various have 
beea the operations of my mind. Sometimes a dawn 
of hope overſpreading my ſoul; and at other times 
clouds and darkneſs ſurrounding me. 

Taz. This is a changing ſtate. In a particular 
manner changes await the ſons of God. I hope how- 
ever you have been regular in the practice of devotion, 
and in general have felt your hatred. of fin increaftug, 
And have been endeavouring after holincts in heart aud 
life. 

Zac. Neceſlity taught attention to the means of im- 
provement Could one in ſuch circumſtances and ex- 
poſed to ſuch dangers, negle& to cry with the whole 
heart for mercy? Could one in ſuch circumſtances, 
neglect the meaus of grace? But ah fir, I am jealous 
over mine own heart, reſpecting my future condud, 
leit I again return to the ways of vanity and of folly. 
Your advice 1s earneſtly entreated. f 

Tae. This you have a right to demand. In addi- 
tion to what I have already ſaid reſpecting the reading 
of the ſcriptures, and an attention to the other appointed 
means of grace; let my friend remember, that without 
Chriſt he can do nothing. That devoid of his ſtrength 
no progreſs can be made in the work of holineſs. He 
alone can communicate ſtrength to mortify the deeds of 
the fleſh, and to riſe, ſuperior to deptavity. My friend 


ought 
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enght to remember that nothing is more ruinous te 
ſpiritual conſolation than ſeeking .happineſs in the 
performance of duty, without a proper regard to Jeſus. 
The performance of duty is the means which God 
hath ordained in order to ob ain conſolation and holt- 
heſs, but here man is neither to reſt, nor to attribute 
too much unto them. 

Zac. But, dear fir, are you not conſtantly admon- 
iſhing to uſe the means of grace, in order to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt? $ 

Inxo. True: but there is a material difference be- 
tween uſing theſe means, and truſting in them for de- 
fence and for ſalvation. Theſe are only the ſteps by 
which we aſcend to the Rock of Ages, where alone there 
is ſure ſtanding. Here alone man can ſtand wich ſafety 
when the billows of temptation, perſecution and re- 
proach beat againſt him. And beat theſe will againſt 
all who live godly in Chriſt Jeſus It is neceſſary to 
guard my friend againſt this error in Chriſtian practice, 
becauſe it is natural for uewly-awakened chriſtians to fall 
into it. Unmindtul that we have loſt our ancient ſtrenth 
to labour, it is exceedingly natural for man to go back 
to the old covenant of works, to ſeek ſalvation by the 
deeds of the law. It is narrated of the prodigal ſon, 
that when he was reduced to abſolute want of every 
thing, ſtill the pride of his heart remained. Indigent 
and ſtarving as he was, yet he would not be indebted to 
his father for future ſupport. But he would labour 
tor it, therefore he thus reaſoned with himſelf, ſaying, 
J will now ariſe, and go to my father, and I will ſay 
* unto him I am no more worthy to be called thy ſon, 
make me as one of thy hired ſervants.” Similar is 
the caſe with returning ſinners. 

Zac. But pray is there any thing improper in ſuch con- 
duct? are not men in various paſſages of ſcripture ad- 
moniſhed to the practice of holineſs in order to obtain 
falvation? are they not commanded to * aſ that they 
ma receive, to ſeck, that they may find, to Kuock, thatit 

* may 
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may be opened unto them.“ Nay © to work out their 
- © own ſalvatien with fear and with trembling.” Do not 
all theſe paſſages admoniſh to the performance of good 
works in order to obtain ſalvation ? | 
— Treo. The ſcripture poſitively declares that without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. But it is aſked how 
does a fallen creature obtain ſtrength to perform good 
works? It is granted that good works are to be per. 
formed in order to ſalvation, but the queſtion is, How 
i the finner qualified to perform theſe good works ?" 
and ſhould it be found that he receives all his ſtrength 
to do ſo from God, then his ſalvation muſt be as en. 
tirely free as if no good works were in the caſc. Not 
can it be proved in direct oppoſition both to experience 
and to ſcripture, that man in his fallen and enfeebled 
ſtate hath ſtrength to obey the divine law. He is whol- 
ly without ſtrength. He is wholy defiled and vicious. In 
him dwelleth no good thing. To theſe ſayings of inſpi- 
ration daily experience fully accords. The conſequence 
therefore is plain, that if good works are performed, 
theſe muſt be the effect of divine ſtrength, and only the 
evidences of grace exiſting in the heart, and cosſequent- 
ly ſalvation is entirely free. Correſpondent to this 
view, in the moſt explicit terms, Jeſus ſays, * without me 
* ye can do nothing,” and again it is ſaid, that, ſalvation is 
© not of works but of grace. Not of him that willcth, 
© nor of him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth 
© mercy. By grace we are ſaved through faith, and 
that not of owſelves, it is the gift of God,” And if a gift, 
then it is not of works. 
Zac. Are then, fir, all works excluded in the matter 
of ſalvation! and has no man any merit in his ſalvation? 
THE. They certainly are excluded with reſpect to 
any merit or virtue in themſelves. Theſe are only the 
evid.ncesof pardon, but they are not the cauſes thereof. 
They ſhow that the man who diſplays them in his con- 
duct is unqueſtionably -pardoned : but they neither en- 


title to the favor nor the friendſhip of tae Moſt High. 
Let 
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Let not my friend however diſreſpect good works be- 
cauſe of any thing now ſaid, for as we have already 
mentioned, it is written, without holineſs, no man 
« ſhall ſee the Lord.” Theſe remarks are only intended 
to preſerve from placing any confidence in good works. 

Zac. Nor was the danger ſmall to which I was ex- 
poſed in that reſpect. But I hope it ſhall now be my 
care to avoid ſuch a fatal miſtake. Oli what need have 
I of religious inſtruction, and how apt ever to wander 
from the path of duty : 

THE. But let not my friend become remiſs in the 
performance of good works, for the children of God 
how by their conduct that they love holineſs, and dai- 
ly approve themſclves to God in well doing, Be then 
regular in the various duties of religion. In reading 
the ſcriptures. In attending the preaching of the word. 
In the pleaſant duty of prayer. In converſing with the 
godly. And in uſing all the other means ordained for 
increaſing with all the increaſe of God. But we have 
inadvertently been carried away from the chief ſubject 
of this night, The commemoration of the death of 
Jeſus. This is an ordinance which is in a peculiar man- 
ner calculated for the increaſe of holineſs. Here God fre- 
queutly waters his people in rich abundance, and cauſes 
them to bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, 

Zac. Too, too long I have neglected this important 
duty. But, ſhould you, fir, find me qualified, in a 
humble dependence upon divine ſtrength, I will now 
attempt it. 

The. Rather you ſhould have ſaid, ſhould you find 
yourlelf qualified. The injunction of the Apoitle in 
this matter is, let a man,” let every man examine him- 
ſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup.“ It belongs to every man to be fully perſuaded 
zu his own miud reſpectiug his right to partake of this 
holy ſacrament. But it becomes you in a particular 
maaner to enquire concerning your acquaintance with 
the natute, the uſe, and the intcutions ot this ordinance. 
F Remem- 
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Remember that it is intended only for the friends of 
Jeſus. That there they may celebrate the love of 
God to them, in ſending his Son to procure eternal re. 
demption for hem. That there is diſplayed the 
evil of fin in the exquiſite ſufferings of the Son of God. 
Thar there, the molt unequalled diſplay of benevolence 
is exhibited. And remember that all who come there 
thould have faith dwelling in their hearts to feed upon 
Chriſt. To perceive the nature of the ſpiritual bleſ. 
ſings repreſented in this folemn iuſtitution. Devoid of 
faith, the ſpiritual nature of this ordinance cannot be 
underſtood, 

| Farther, this is a feaſt of love, Here love reigns, 
And all who come here, ought to approach wich 
their hearts glowing with love to the Eternal Three. 
That all the graces of the Divine Spirit being called 
forth into vigorous exerciſe they may in a proper 
manner wait upon the King, the Lord of Hoſts. But 
O fir, remember that if thefe graces do not exiſt in the 
heart, they cannot be called forth into action. 

Zac. Indifiin& indeed is my conception of my ſpi- 
ritual condition. O that God would ſtrengthen my faith 
and enable me to believe to the ſaving of the ſoul! O 
that the Lord would ſearch and try me, and lead me in 
the way of holineſs! I would tondly ſay that 1 feel 
an abiding thirit after holinefs, and after the approba- 
tion of my God. I now delight in his ways. In the 
company of the godly. In the exerciſes of devo- 
tion. And TI feel an u:creafing love to God and alſo to 
all men. 

ThE. Theſe are no uncertain indication, of the ex- 
iſtence of grace in the heart. Theſe prove that the 
Lord the Spirit hath been at work in your ſoul. And 
O tow comforting is the conſideration that he who be- 
gins a good work will carry it on to the day of Chritt : 
His gifts and callings are without repentance.” Come 
then to the table of the Lord. You have too long ne- 


glected this duty. Like one who hath much forgiven, 
love 
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love much. Like one who hath long neglected duty, be 
now more keenly engaged in theſervice of God. Redeem | 
the time. Believe in the word of God that fo you may | 
beabundantly ſatisfied with the goodneſs of his houſe, even 
of his holy place. Pray ardently for your ungodly com- 
panions who are yet wandering in the ways of deſtruction. 
Pray for the whole church of God. Pray for the mi- 
niſters of the ſanQuary that they may be clothed with 
ſalvation, and that all the ſaints be made to ſhout aloud 


bor joy. 


« ] muſt examine myſelf concerning my love, an 

* WH «© effential and comprehenfive grace. If I do not fincere- 
ly love the maſter of the bleſſed feaſt, and all the re- 
"Wl © gular gueſts, I cannot be welcome. Come then, O 
| my ſoul, is thy Heart circumeiſed to love the Lord thy God 
| « with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul? This xs the 
« firſt and great commandment. Canſt thou truly ſay, 

« that thy defire is towards him, and thy delight in 
„him? doſt thou love not in word and in tongue, but ia 

i deed and in truth has he the pre-eminence in thy 

* ſoul? canſt thou ſay, whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon .earth that I can dere befides 

** thee? Is Chriſt precious to thee beyond compariſon 
and competition? and canſt thou truly fay, yea, 

* doubtleſs, I count all things but lofs, for the excellency 

, the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus my Lord? 

AIs thy love to him a natural love, the effect of ſe- 

„ rious thought, a deep conviction of his tranſcendent 
excellency? has the Spirit of God opened thy eyes, 
to ſee that he is the chief of ten thouſands, and alto- 
* gether lovely? and canſt thou tell what the church's 

'* beloved is more than another's beloved i” 


DIA. 


* My love to thee ſhould flame, 
My hope ſurmount the ſkies ; 
At ev'ry vilt and wand”ring thought, 
My bhatred quick ſhould riſe,” 
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A LETTER FROM, FIDUCIUS TO JUNIA, 


GIVING 
| An Account of the Reformation of ConTEMNus, 
and of his Admiſſion to the Lord's Table. 
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The blood of Jeſus Chrift Bis Son cleanfeth us from all 
fin.—1f we confeſs our fins, be 1s faithful and juſt ty 
Forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unright. 


eouſneſs. 
1 JOBN i. 7. 9. 


Hisroxr is peculiarly dignified 
and uſe ful. It records truth for the inſt ruction of man- 
Kind. That part of hiſtory, which hath for its objed 
a delineation of the characters of ſelected and diftin- 
guiſhed individuals, excels both in utility and in plea- 
ſure. There we learn what human nature is. We 
behold in a variety of viüble ſtreams the overflowings 
of natural depravity. In the lives of ſome men, we be- 
hold depravity overflowing all its uſual banks, and la- 
bouring to deluge all around, and inſtead of ſubſiding, 
continuing to increale and roll along, until they them- 
ſelves, and many of their companions are carried away 
with the impetuous torrent of vice, and tumbled head- 
Jong into deſtruction. In the lives of other men though 
the ſtreams of depravity can vbviouſly be traced, yet 
its violent overflowings are never to he perceived. A- 

ain in the lives of others, we are called in one part to 

- beho'd the impetuous torrents of vice extending to un- 
precedented bounds, anderelong gradually or more ſud- 
denly ſubſiding aud giving place to the bitter waters of 


repeatance and tue enriching ſtreams of divine mercy 
and 


DEAR SIR, 
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and grace. Nor do theſe ſubſide until they proceed far- 
ther than the deſtruQtive waters of depravity. Of the 
truth of this remark the character of Manaſſah, of Ma- 
ry Magdalene, of Paul, and of, many others which might 
be mentioned, are eminent proofs, 

Among the numerous inſtances which hiſtory affords, 
I have now the pleaſure of adducing Contemnus as one. 
] have been too long in anſwering your letter. But the 
excuſe is contained in this. It did not appear proper to 
give a narration of this matter too ſpeedily ; before the 
fruits of reformation had arrived at ſome degree of 
; maturity. It appears, that the account which I gave 
4 you of the converſation which paſſed between Contem. 
te nus and me, when he requeſted admittance to the Lord's 
table, and was refuſed, has produced great anxiety in 
your benevolent mind. In proportion as your mind 
was then grieved it will now rejoice. There is not on- 
ly joy among the angels of God, but there 1s alſo joy 
among the ſaints on earth. over one ſinner that repen- 
teth. When an immortal ſpirit is reſcued from the 
chains of Satan, the holy ſoul exults for joy, becauſe God 
is glorified, and a ſoul ſaved. The reflection is alſo 
pleaſant, and God ought to have all the "praiſe, when 
one is honored to be inſtrumental in ſuch a glorious 
work. The admonitions which were given to Con- 
temnus were bleſſed unto him. Our converſation gave 
birth to ſerious reflection. This reflection brought his 
crimes into view. The buſtle of diſſipation was ſuc- 
ceeded by the dreadful forebodings of coming vengeance. 
Admonitions and reproofs. kept faſt hold of his mind. 
After enduring the molt acute anguiſh of ſoul, he was 
again conſtrained to wait upon me, in order to receive 
advice, concerning his ſpiritual concerns. How plea» 
ſant to ſee a deſpiſer and a perſecutor anxiouſly enquire + 
ing what he ſhall do to be ſaved ! When Contemnus 
vilited me, 1 heheld conſcience exerting her full. vigor 
upou him. He was indeed a terror to himſelf, and to 
all around him. He felt in ſad experience that it is an 
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1 
evil and a bitter thing to fin againſt the Moſt High, 
Neither day nor night he could obtain reſt. He was 
led, however, to uſe the proper means to obtain deliver. 
ance from theſe painful ſenſations. Like vicious Ma- 
neflah after the Divine Spirit enlightened his underſtand. 
ing he © beſought the Lord and humbled himſelf great. 
ly before God.“ Like every wicked man, Contemnus 
formerly reſtrained prayer before God: but now in the at- 
dor of his ſoul, he entreated the Lord to ſhow mercy. Nor 
was his prayer the offspring of hypocriſy, but the agon- 
izing groaus of a ſinner, who felt the weight of unpar. 
doned guilt. The anzious crics of one who ſaw him. 
ſelf in danger of periſhing. I admoniſhed him to con- 
tinue diligent and ardent in prayer. To read with par- 
ticular care, thoſe paſlages of ſcripture, ſome of which 
J pointed out, in which the evil of ſin and its direful 
conſequences are moſt fully deſcribed. This J did, that 
ſo the mind might be kept awake to conviction, until 
the deadly wound of {in was ſuſficiently probed, I re- 
queſted him alſo to read thoſe paſſages which expreſs 
in the cleareſt manner the readineſs of God to ſhow 
mercy : and the ability of Jeſus to ſave to the very ut- 
termoſt, all who corac unto him. This I did that ſo his 
mind might receive comfort along with the diſcoveries of 
fin, and thus be kept from giving place to deſpair, 

Followingtheſe inftruQc -.5 and frequently viſiting me, 
and receiving ſuch counſe! as his particular caſe ſeemed 
io require, and whilſt preachingthe goſpel, dropping ſuch 
Hints as appeared moſt adapted to his ſituation, thro' the 
bleſſing of God upon his own word, he gradually received 
eaſe and comfort. In his experience it was fully manifeſt- 
ed that it is the wordof God which maketh wiſe unto 
ſal vation.“ That it is uſually the ſeed of converſion. That 
divinetruth conveyed to the mind with the demonſtration 
oi the Spirit, and with power, is that which God moſt fre- 
quentlybleſſes for the ſalvation of the ſoul. O dear fir, we 
can never ſufficiently value the precious word of truth! Let 
Us 


5) 
us ſearch the ſcriptures with redoubled ardor. Above 
every accompliſhment, let us covet to be mighty in the 
ſcriptures. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in us richly 
that it may qualify us for being able miniſters of the 
New Teſtament. 

Contemnus is now leading a very different life and I 
hope will continue ſo to do, unlike the ſlothful he did 
not linger, but heartily prepared to Keep the command- 

ments of God. Now he actively labors to compenſate as 
far as poſſible the injury he hath done to God and to ſo- 
ciety. He who formerly profaned the Holy Sabbath 
and abſented from the worſhip of God, is now ſanctify- 
ing the Sabbath and regular in his attendance in the 
houſe of God. He who formerly delighted in profan- 
ity is now delighting in holineſs. The companion of 
fools is become the companion of the excellent ones of 
the earth. He who was proud and ſtubborn is humble 
and yielding. Unjuſt is now the pattern of equity. 
Crue: and blood-thirſty is compaſſionate and merciful. 
Diſlipated, is temperate. He who was formerly cove- 
teous, is become bountiful, and now honors the Lord with 
his ſubſtance, That which was formerly laviſhed upon 
ſinful pleaſures is now conſecrated to religious purpoſes, 
Now all his power, and influence, and activity are de- 
\oted to their proper Owner, the God of Heaven. Nay 
more, he who was the leader in every kind of wicked- 
neſs is now the leader in the good waysof the Lord. The 
tive ſervant of Satan is become the active fervant of 
the Moſt High. 

After this account you will eaſily perceive that it 
was no difficult matter to comply with the ſecond re- 
queſt of Contemnus, to admit him to the Lord's table. 
At our laſt celebration of the Lord's Supper he was 
enrolled a member of our congiegation, That was a 
time of great rejoicing and of conſolation to his foul, 
God is uſually pecaliarly kind to young converts at 
his table. O how great is the gooduels of God! Sure- 
ly he is a God who hearetn prayer! In whom com- 
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Work of the Loid, I am, dear fir, your aftcQionate 


Brother in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


ES, 
paſſions flow. Plenteous in mercy. Nay the Father 
of mercies and the God of all grace, Surely Jeſus 
will not caſt off any who come to him. Jeſus is able to 
fave to the very uttermoſt. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son cleanſeth from all fin. There is a fountain 
opened for fin and for uncleanneſs. Surely there is no- 
thing too hard for the Lord the Spirit. He can take 
away 'the hard and ſtony heart and give an heart of 
fleſh. He can enlighten, convince, renew, and perfect 
in holineſs the moſt obdurate and moſt perverſe finner. 

Join with me, dear fir, in praifing the Lord for his 
wondrous grace; and in praying that many ſuch dif. 
plays of rich grace may be manifeſted towards notort- 
ous ſinners who are wandering in ways of folly. 

The papers which I mentioned {hall be ſent you, and 
I hope you wall peruſe them with the eye of the critic 
and the heart of the friend. Their fate will in a great 
meaſure be decided by your judgment. 

Wiſhing you much comfort and much ſucceſs in the 


Fipucivus. 


© To Ged, who choſe us in his Son, 
« Ere time it's courſe began; 
„ To Chriſt, who left his radiant throne, 
& And died for wretched man; 
& To God the Spirit, who applies 
„The Lamb's atoning ſacrifice ; 


© To the eternal equal Three, 
© The undivided Ore, 

Let ſaints, and angels both agree 
„To give the praiſe alone. 

& Ta earth, in heaven, by all ador'd, 


% The Holy, Holy, Holy Lord.“ 


EEENEZER, 


BUT 
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Bor. Oh! what mercies yet abound! 


Lo there again, the gracious ſound! 
Ho pleaſing are theſe ſighs and groans, 
Theſe tears of my repenting ſons ! 
« Mov'd is my heart; this voice hath charms ; 
„Come, children to my open arms! 
Here's room for you—of mercy ſtore 
For all of you, and thouſands more; 
« Your wand'rings henceforth I will heal, 
«© My law upon your hearts will ſeal ; 
There ſhall my Spirit ever dwell, 
„And keep you ſpite of fin and hell. 

O glorious promiſe ! Wondrous grace ! 
„In humble faith we lift our face: 
« Eſtrang'd from thee, long did we roam, 
* But now we to our Father come, 
„Angels and men behold —This day 
„Our idols all we caſt away; 
„Our foreign lords we hence diſclaim, 
And never ſhall adore their name. 
% Father behold, and us receive; 
„Thy holy promis'd Spirit give; 
„Life, light, and ſtrength may he 1mpart, 
And dwell for ever in our heart! 
„From fierce attacks and ſecret ſnazes, 
„ Temptations ſtrong and inward fears, 
„From faintings that our fins attend, 
„Father, in mercy, us defend! 
Supported by thy favor free, 
The jeſt of ſcoruers let us be; 
„The drunkard's ſong, as outcaſts vile; 
„ All welcome if our Father ſmile. 
In us, tho? fin doth much prevail, 
„% Tho? (till ſurrounding foes aflail, 
«© 'Tho? in ourſelves we can't endure, 
© In God is ozr ſalvation ſure.“ 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 
Erzxxrus a Miniſter, and ELenoRa a young 


Lady deſiring to commemorate the Death of 
Chriſt, 


— — —U 


The King's daughter is all glorious within ; her clothing 
7s of wrought gold. 
| PSAL. xlv. 13. 


EPENETVUS. Ir gives me much pleaſure to ſee you, 
madam. It is hoped your friends are all woll. 

ELENORA. Yes, fir, I thank you, they are all in 
good health. 

Erz This evening being appointed for converſing 
with thoſe young perſons who intend to join our con- 
gregation on the next opportunity of commemorating 
the death of our dear Redeemer, I hope this is your 
buſineſs here. 

ELE. Dear fir, I would fondly partake of that ſo- 
lemn ordinance, ſhould you find me qualified. 

EE. My young friend ſhould rememember that the 
chief part of that work falls to her own ſhare. You 
are beſt acquainted with your own character. And 1 
hope you are alſo acquainted with the qualifications re- 
quired in order to acceptable communicating. 

ELE. Not ſo well acquainted as I ought, and might, 
had I properly improved my religious advantages. 
But you know allo, fir, that one is too apt to be par- 
tial in the eſtimation of her own qualifications. Deceit 
dwells in every human heart; particularly reſpecting 
the value of religious attainments. Tnerefore mini- 
ſters 


of 


( 59 ) 
ters are appointed the judges of the qualifications no- 
ceſſaiy for beneficial communicating. 

Eee. Arduous is the taſk. to judge of the qualifica- 
tious required in the worthy communicant. Mau can 
only judge from outward appearance; but the Lad 
looketh on the heart. This however I acknowledge is 
port of the truſt committed to miniſters aud elders, for 
the proper diſcharge of which they muſt one day give 
an account to the Head of the church. Heuce while im- 
partiality and fidelity ought to mark their conduct, 
their hearers alſo ought to be candid. Ingenuouſly inform- 
ing them of their motives, feelings, and manner ot life, 
that according to the ability of human diſcernment a 
proper eſtimate may be made of each character. 

ELE. My heart I muſt acknowledge is deceitful and 
deſperately wicked : however it ſhall be my endeavour 
not to impoſe in this matter. 

Erk. She who impoſes in religious matters, impoſes - 
chiefly upon herſelf. In every religious ſervice we 
have to do with God. He cannot be deceived. Reve- 
lation declares that he is a God of knowledge, and by 
him actions are weighed. To him the characters of all 
are perfectiy known. The thick veil of hypocriſy can- 
not conceal from his view. The hidden receſſes of the 
human heart are unfolded before him. Great fear 1s 
therefore due unto the Lord. He ought to be ap- 
proached with reverence and godly fear. 

EL k. Reflecting upon the nature of this ſolemnity, 
tear agita.es my ſoul ieft I ſhould eat and drink un- 
worthily. But I teel a ſtrong and an increaſing deſire to 
obey the command of Jc{us. 

ErE. Bleſſed is that perſon whoſe heart always moves 
With godiy feir, This induces to ſupplicate for di- 
vine aid. This fear alſo animates to the diligent uſe 
of the means ordained for preparation. Theſe God 
hath promiled to ſucceed. The child who loves his 
parent is careful not to offend. Lhis care nour ſhes. 
obedience. Obedience prevents paternal chaſtiſements. 
Numerous 
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Numerous beneficial effects flow from filial fear. Hence 
they are always bleſſed who fear the Lord. But fla. 
viſh fear cruſhes the ſpirit of ingenuous homage, It 
chains the nobler powers of the foul, The ſtrong de- 
fire however which you expreſs to obey the command 
of Jeſus, is ſome evidence that yon are not under the 
influence of that bondage. Certainly it is a juſt, and a 
proper deſire to wiſh from proper motives to comme- 
morate the death of Jeſus. And the Holy Ghoſt faith, 
God will fulfil the juſt defire of thoſe that fear him, 
Thoſe therefore who ſincerely fear him may, agreeable 
to his own promiſe, expect to be abundantly ſatisfied 
with the goodneſs of his houſe, even of his holy place. 

ELE. My delire is ſtrong, and I hope alſo unfeigned. 
But Oh the neceſſity of proper preparation in order to 
approach the God of love. 

ErE. Your anxiety J hope flows from a proper origin. 
But permit me to add, that, it is of the greateſt conſe. 
quence that you minutely examine the motives which 
actuate your conduct. The voice of unerring know- 
ledge is, out of the heart are the iſſues of life.” But 
a defiled heart cannot fend forth pure actions. Can a 
polluted fountain ſend forth pure ſtreams? Pure mo- 
tives can only dwell in a purified heart: and pure mo- 
tives alone produce virtuous conduct. Nor can any 


human heart be purified, but by the gracious influences 


of the Holy Ghoſt. It is alſo certain that the real va- 
lae of human actions is chiefly aſcertained by the quali- 

ty of the motives from whence they flow. It is narrat- 
ed of one of the Kings of Ifracl, that * tie did that which 
* wegtright in the fight of the Lord, but not with a pet- 
fect heart,” One ought not only to do that which is 
right in the ſight of the Lord: but it ought alſo to be 
dove with a perfect heart. To celebrate the wondrous 
love of Jeſus is highly proper, but it ought alſo te 
be done from proper motives, aud directed unto N 


ends. 


' ELE. May 1 not ai if it is not a proper motive to 
proſeis 


profeſs the faith of the goſpel and to partake of the 
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Lord's a ? 1s it not uſual for perſons of my yound 
to do ſo? 
Erz. True, this is a reaſonable ſervice and it is alſs» 
uſual for perſons arrived at maturity to keep this ſos: 
lemn ſervice. But O my friend ought to beware of 
coming to the table of the Lord merely in compliance 
with the example of others. A nobler motive ſhould 
bring to the ſacred feaſt. Powerful is the effect of ex- 
ample upon human conduct. This more than any other 
active principle operates in practice. Stubborn as the 
human mind is it is, flexible to imitation. Nor is ini 
tation altogether criminal even in this matter. As a 
feebler motive it may innocently operate, but as a prin 
cipal motive it is criminal. The impelling motive 
ſhould be from within. It ſhould originate in the mind. 
Or in ſacred language it is the love of Chriſt that ſhoa!d 
con/irain. A ſweet conſtraint indeed. How poweiful 
the love of Jeſus in dying for us! who can reſiſt the 
pleaſant force of the love of Jeſus mamifeſted by the re- 
newing influences of the Holy Ghoſt upon the ſoul! In 
creating again in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. I 
purifying the heart by faith. Such 1 hope is the eaſe 
with you, madam, but excuſe enquiring more partieu- 
larly into this matter. Do you recollect when you be- 
gan ſeriouſly to ſeek after ſalvation ? I grant that it 
may be difficult to tell when, or deſcribe the manner in 
which a change was produced in your character; howe- 
ver, you can hope recollect ſome leading circumſtances, 
Thefe 1 beg that you will narrate with ſimplicity and 
with candour. 
ELI. It is a conſiderable time ſince I began to feel 
anxiety reſpecting my eternal concerns, if indeed J ean 
ay that I am as yet ſeriouſly concerned. This howe- 
ver is a queſtion of no ſmall difficulty to me. | 
Erz. In proper time it is hoped, that queſtion will! 
be amply reſolved to your great conſolation. © Some- 
times the operations of the ſpirit are viſible, and ſtrong, 
Sometim 
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LES, 

Sometimes leſs obvious and forcible. One thing how- 
ever is certain that regeneration always produces holi- 
neſs. Hence, converſion is always proved by purity 
of manners. During ſometime pait, 1 have with plea- 
{ure beheld you more regular in your attendance upon 
the preaching of the goſpel. Your anxious looks have 
allo indicated an-attentive heart. Nor hade you, I hope 
heard without improvement. 

ELE. Well may I this evening remember my faults, 
Time was when the houſe of God w: s unfrequented by me. 
When the ſabbath was a wearineſs. When traverſin 
the fields, or lolling in indolence, I ſpent my ſabbaths. 
O my heart bleeds at the remembrance. My heart is 
overcome. Good cauſe have mine eyes to weep, which 
might have juſtly this evening been liſting up in endleſs 
torments. 

Err. Be not too much overcome of ſorrow. Re- 
member that the tears of genuine repentance are ſingu- 
lar bleſſings from the Father of mercies. Thoſe are 
highly favoured who have the various fountains of pe- 
nitential ſorrow broken up in the ſoul, and made to 
ruſh forth in conſequence of fin. Sin mult either cauſe 
weeping and ſorrow here, or it will cauſe wailing and 
gnalhing of teeth, hereafter. Thrice happy, therefore, 
are all who mourn for ſin, theſe ſhall be comforted. 
The tears of penitence water the trees of righteouſneſs, 
Theſe trees are the planting of the Lord of Hoſts, and 
every plant which our heavenly Father hath planted 
ſhall grow up and flouriſh, In old age, when others 
tade, they ſball ſtill be fat and flouriſhing, to ſhew that 
the Lord is upright. The trees of rigbteouſneſs alone 
bring forth fruit unto eternal life. 

ELE, But O fir, the important queſtion 1s this, 
* Am 4 planted in the houſe of the Lord by his Almigh- 
"oy hand?“ 

Erk. Cheriſh conviction. Quench not the ſpirit, 
It 1s certain that every bloſſom does not produce fruit: 


but it is equally certain that devoid of bloſſoms there can 
be 
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be no fruit. Defend then the bloſſoms of holinefs. 
Shelter them from the deſtructiveblaſis of temptation, 
perſecution, and reproach. Strengthen the things which 
remain that are ready to die. By a particular ex- 
amination of their quality, enqure alſo into the origin 
from whence they have fprung. For if theſe have ſprung 
from the temporary emotions, they will ſuddenly de- 
cay : but if they have ſprang from the heavenly ſeed 
of the word, then they ſhall produce the fruits of holt- 
neſs. And theſe fruits terminate in eternal glory. For 
inſpiration calls this ſeed, * the incorruptible ſeed of 
the word, which abideth, and remaineth for ever. 
Err. I would fondly hope that this divine feed has 
been, ſown in my mind. The manner in which this 
was accompliſhed is more difficult to deſcribe. , I can 
however ſay, that a late ſickneſs brought me ſeemingly 
to the gates of death, The fear of death rouſed me to 
thoughtfulneſs. I thought upon my former. ways. 
The reflection filled my ſoul with the moſt acute pain 
and anguiſh. I began to cry for mercy, and bitterly 
bewailed my paſt conduſt. The thought of my paſt 
crimes, of my preſent fituation, of the awful nature of 
death, and of an approaching judgment, combined to 
rouſe my ſoul. Then a thoutand worlds would have 
been cheerfully given for a reſtoration of health and a 
prolonging of life. Kind heaven was pleaſed to grant 
this high favour. No ſooner was ſtrength renewed to 
walk abroad, than TI repaired to the church. That day 
you preacked upon the charaQter and fate of a wicked 
perſon, To me that ſermon was eminently bleſſed. 
Previous to my 1llneſ(s I was inattentive to the concerns 
of my foul. But, my anxiety being rouſed by ſick- 
neſs, came that day to the church with earneſt defires 
after ſalvation. By the kindneſs of God, the word 
came with power to my conſcience, It was mere 
icrongly rouſed. I hope I can ſay that my heart was 
opened like Lydia's “ to attend unto the things which 
were ſpoken. Liſtening to the truths of the goſpel, my 
| G2 under. 
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underſtanding was more fully informed of my ſad 
Nate. Informed that the character of a wicked perſon 
Was that of mine. That I bad been uſhered into the 
world with an heart full of enmity to God, and with 
diſpoſitions inclining me to all manner of vice. That 
-my heart was full of malicious diſpoſitions fimilar to 
the Wicked One. That theſe had exerted themſelves 
in conduct ſimilar to his. That like a child imitating a 
father, my conduct had been an imitation of the Father 
of lies. The deſcription given brought my youthful 
crimes into ſad remembrance. Parental admonitions 
ſlighted. Godly example miimproved. Numerous 
mercies abuſed, and numerous crimes committed. Bit. 
ter was the recolleQion of the moments ſpent in the 
company of the diſſolute and the profane. Doleful was 
the echo of my horrid oaths. Diſmal the ſound of my 
wile converſation, and my ſcoffing at ſacred things. 
Galling was the remembrance of profaned ſabbaths. 
The lols of the conſecrated moments pierced my ſoul 
with tenfold forrow. The enumeration of my feelings 
in that hour is quite impoſſible. It can only be ſaid, 
that all my crimes were marſhalled np to view, and 
each one with a voice more piercing than thunder, de- 
nounced the zutt vengeance of God againit my enor- 
mous crimes. Oh fir, my foul trembles upon the 
reflection of theſe things. 

'EeE. | hope however that you have trembled, that you 
may relt in the day of trouble. O how wondrous and 
how various are the ways of the Divine Spirit! Some- 
times he introduces into the family of God by means 
of the manifeſtation of the truth unto the conſcience, 
Sometimes by the alarming diſpenſations of providence. 
Blefling perſonal, domeſtic, or relative affliction for the 
falvation of the foul. Not unfrequently, alſo, the {till 
ſilent influence of a godly education, and the continued 
uſe of the means of grace, are bleſſed to produce hali- 
neſs. In ſome of theſe inſtances, His operations are 


more obvious and {trong, in others leſs vigorous and 
evident, 


9 
evident. Often they may not be fully evident, neither 
to the happy individual herſelf, nor to her companions. 
But pray, may I aſk you, How is your mind now af- 
fected? Have you obtained calmneſs of ſoul? And can 
you aſcertain how you have obtained it? 

FEE. My mind is greatly calmed. But it is difficult 
to ſay how that peace was obtained. Only I can ſay 
that in conſequence of what was then experienced, ſal- 
vation was no longer deemed a matter of indifference; 
On the contrary it was eſteemed the one thing needſul. 
My ſoul ſought hard after God. 1 moſt ardently fought 
aſter faith, in the Son of God. By anxious and diligent 
reading of the ſacred oracles. By conſtant attendance 
upon the preaching: of the word. By fervent prayer. 
By frequenting the company of the Godly and learning 
of them the ways of the Lord. Obſerving this line of 
conduct, my mind gradually obtained relief, and the 
keen anguilh of my ſoul was removed. Still however 
my concern is great, reſpecting the conſequences; 

Fer. But does your heart now glow with fincere 
love to all the human race? Do you not wiſh that all 
your ſriends and companions may obtain ſalvation ? and 
be reſcued from anifery 2. . 

KLE, Yes, Sir, now I can cordially forgive the moſt 
inveterate foe. Now I feel my heart glowing with fin. 
dere affect ion towards the whole human race. My wiſh 
tor all is, that they may glorify the God of — and 
that they may be ſaved. 

Fee. May I now enquire | how your mind 15s diſpoſ- 
ed reſpecting the important duty of prayer? Are you 
favoured with ardor and with boldneſs? Is your heart 
enlarged? Have you liberty to make your requeſt known 
with joy ? Are you freed from that ſtupidity and for- 
mal languor which often hover over the mind? Is your 
loul deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the Being and 
per fections of God? Do you ever feel any thing ſimilar 
to that boldneſs of Jacob, when, in wreſtling with the 
angel of the Covenant, he ſaid unto God, I will not let 
thee go except thou bleſs me? 
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ELE. Ah fir, my experience does not reach to that 
height! Jacob was many years a wreſtler at the throne 
of grace, before he obtained power to prevail with the 
Angel. ' 

EPE. True, but can you ſay, that he was an aged 
wreſtier when lie obtained the viſion of the angels in the de- 
fart? and when in holyextaſy and joy he exclaimed, ſaying, 

Surely the Lord was in this place, and I knew it not, 
this is nane other than the houſe of God, and the ve. 
ry gate of Heaven?“ He was then a young believer, 
He was alſo ina ſituation the moſt trying both to humanity | 
and to grace. The ſword of an only brother forced 
Hum to flie from his father's houſe, and the land of his 
nativity. He was journeying through a waſte howling 
wilderneſs to a foreign land. Scarcely were the mourn- 
ful wailings of his fond parents upon his departure, fi- 
lent in his ears, when the roaring of the devouring 
beaſts of the deſart commenced, Overwhelmed with 
anxious dread he paſt the firſt day. Vanquiſhed with 
forrow, and worn out with grief and fatigue, at night 
he lay down to ſleep, The cold earth his bed. The 
hard ſtones his pillow. But in ſuch a place, and in ſuch 
a ſituation he. was blefled with that fignal diſplay of 
divine favour, God blefies in the day of calamity, 
He approaches the ſoul in the deſart of adverſity. When 
the head is lying on the ſtony pillow of adverſity the 
viſions of heaven are granted, The God of Jacob is in 
a peculiar manner the God of the young ſufferer. He 
often deals bountifully with young ſaints. He carries 
the lambs in his boſom. He admits them into his ſe- 
cret counſels, and warms them with his peculiar love. 
The ſecret of the Lord is with them who fear, and un- 
« tothem will hemaniſeſt his Covenant.” Parental care is 
chiefly tende red towards the oungeſt. In how much great- 
er abundance doth the tender care of the Father of mer- 
cies flow towards his young ones, who have newly gi- 
ven themſelves to him in a perpetual covenant. What 
is the ffection of any earthly parent, compared to the 
great Parent of the Univerſe? 

ELE, 
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EIL E. I have good cauſe to praiſe him for his kind- 
neſs towards my foul. For though I cannot venture 
to ſay much, yet I will ſay, that he hath been mer- 
ciful unto me. I truſt that he hath heard my prayer 
and enlarged my heart. And though at times deadueſs 
prevails over me, yet at other tines, I am enabled to 
make my requeſts known with joy. To wreſtle for 
pardon. To long for holineſs. To thirſt for com- 
munion. And Oh fir, were I admitted to partake of 
the Lord's Supper, I hope my conſcience would be 
1ite calmed, and my foul peacified. , 

Err. The hiſtory you have given, will I hope ren- 
der it no difficult matter to permit you to partici- 
pate of that ordinance, Let me however, guard my 
friend againſt a very great miſtake which ſhe is a- 
bout 
ELE. What, fir, a great miſtake? Pray what is 
that? My great anxiety to be kept from ſuch a thing, 
has emboldened me to interrupt you. Pray deal can- 
didly with me; and prevent me from any miſtake con- 
cerning a work of ſuch vaſt importance. 

Erk. The miſtake is this, that, you ſaid, © were you 
„admitted to the table of the Lord, that would calm 
* your conſcience.” But I am ſorry that I cannot 
preſently ſho the nature of this miſtake, becauſe ſome 


other perſons are waiting, but pleale call upon me a- 


gain as ſoon as convenient, and 1 ſhall endeavour to 
how you the nature thereof. 

ELE. My anxicty fir, will induce me ſoon to ſee you 
again. Nor muit 1 at preſent murmur. Thoſe who 
are wat ing ſtaud perhaps in equal need of your admo- 
niuons and iuſtructions. | 


© Bear us above all doubts and fears: 
6 Iny ſpecial love make kuown, 

„ Theo ſhall we preſeut things deſpiſe, 
And hve by faith alone.“ 


DIA. 
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DIALOGUE SECOND. 
BETWEEN 
EerxeTusa Miniſter, and ELRNORAa young Lady 
deſiring to commemorate the Death of Chriſt, 


Pe Oo 
Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solo. 


mon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him 
in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the day of the glad. 
neſs of his heart. 


- SONG of SOLO. iii. 11. 


EPENETUS. I AM happy to ſee you. I hope all 
things have been proſperous reſpecting your ſpiritual 
concerns ſince | had the pleafure of ſeeing you laſt, 

ELzxoRa. Oh fir, I have experiencedthe greateſt con- 
cern about what you mentioned 1n the concluſion of our 
laſt converſation. This is the cauſe why I have troub- 
led you ſo ſoon again, at ſuch a time, when the care of 
others as well as myſelf fo frequently occupies your at- 
tention before the ſolemn ſervice. I have revolved in 
my mind your faying, * that it was a great miſtake to ex- 
pect that coming to the Lord's table, would calm my 
© conſcience and afford peace to my mind.“ O fir, I 
cannot yet perceive why this may not be obtained, and 
why it is not a very proper motive to induce one to 
come to that ſolemn feaſt. 

Erz. You may vc certain madam, that nothing but 2 
ſe:.fe of the duty incumbent upon me to % my hearer? 
a te, would have induced me to feud you away with 
1% an anxious mind. Wich an error mentioned with- 
ou. being confidered, and the remedy pointed out. A 


nate ot duubt, aud ut tulenſe is a very painful one to 
the 
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the haman mind. A keen reſtleſneſs without being 
ble to obtain any ſohd ſatisfaction is very unpleaſant. 
Nay, when ſatisfaction is not obtained, the anxiety of 
mind is increaſed. I am ſorry to learn that ſuch 
has been your ſtate of mind; and that in refleting upon 
what was mentioned you have not obſerved where the 
error exiſts. It is but too common a miſtake my friend 
for perſons to approach the table of the Lord with the 
view of calming their conſciences. The following re- 
marks however may ſhow that 1t 1s in a certain-degree 
a wrong motive. Conſcience, you know, is that active 
diſcerning principle of the human mind, which approves 
of thoſe actions, it deems good; and condemns thoſe, it 
deems evil, Similar to all the powers of the ſoul, this 
principle is vitiated and enfeebled : yet it is the moſt 
I. activ e, and the moſt vigorous of a virtuous nature re- 
maining in depraved man. Next to Gad, conſcience. is 
all Wl thc beſt acquainted with the human character: and 
al WW next to God the ſevereſt avenger of wrong. Nothing 
previous to endleſs torments is more dreadful than an 


Ne awakened conſcience. In company be feeretly {tings 
ar the guilty. In the hour of external marth, the ſilently 
De ab proaches to torturethe mind, and to emhitter all joy. la 
pt the hour of ſolitude ſhe alſo 3 her vigorous fury. Nor 
4 doeth ſhe retire in the hour ef afſliction, but renders af- 
n fliction tenfold painful. A man may ſuſtain his in- 
. *limity, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ Who 
Y can endure the reproaches of conſcieuee and her dread- 
0 ful forchodings of coming Vengeance ? 

| LELE. But, fir, when the conſcience is thus a- 


larmed, and produces ſuch an inſupportable pain, ought 
not the be ſt of remedies to be uſed in order to obtain peace. 
And ſince the Lord's Supper occupies à ſuperior rank in 
this reſpect, ov ut not one to * * there in order to 
obtain conſolation? 

Ek. That in ſuch a fituation, the moſt powerful 
means ſhould be uſed to remove anxiety and dread, will 


be readily granted: but this will not argue in behalf of 
improper 


| ts 
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1mproper means. Fox, if improper means are uſe! 
the caſe of the ſoul Will be rendered worſe than before 
It is certain, that, when once the conſcience is proper 
ly alarmed with an apprehenſion of guilt, the ſoul ca 
have no reſt. And there 1s only one of two ways 
which conſcience can be ſilenced. Either by obtaini 
peace from the influence of Chriſt's blood applied by th 
Divine Spirit; or by a fatal repetition of crimes blunting 
the keen age of conviction, and benumbing the menti 
powers. Yes, either the perſon whoſe conſcience hath been 
once thoroughly awakened uh ahandon the paths of 
folly, or become ten-fold more vicious than before. Nay 
more by a repetition of crimes, conſcience may bi 
filenced and rendered ſo callous to every impreſſion, that, 
Me may for the preſent give little anxiety : but ſhe will 
certainly awake, and in proportion to the violence dong 
her, ſhe will harraſs and torture with double fury. Should 
not this happen before, nor even in the hour of death 
it certainly will the very next ſtep after death, and in 
yonder region of unaleviated anguiſh prove * the 
worm which dicth not, and: the fire that never ſhall 
be quenched.” Theſe conſiderations render it a mat- 
ter of the very grcateit importance, how they act, who 
have had their conſcience awakened ; and what means 
they uſe in order to obtain peace. Not a few run to 
the performance of duty for eaſe. But this is ouly— 
ErE. My anxicty rclpeting this matter is the caule 
why I have ben ſo rude as to interrupt you. But pray 
fir, in what way can peace, poſſibly, be obtained if not 
in the performance of duty? 
Erk. The performance of duty is unqueſtionably to 
be uſcd in order to calm an awakened conſcience : but 
it is not that which doeth actually produce peace, It is 
only the way to lead to the city of refuge. Now you 
know, that ſafety and reſt to the man who flew his bro» 
ther unawares, were not to be obtained in the way to 
the ancient city of refuge, but on/y within the wals of 


that city. Should he have miſtaken the way whieh led 1 
| e 
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he city of refuge, he never could have arrived in that ci- 
rv? Did he remain in the road, he never would have 
cen laved from che purſuing ſword? In a ſimilar man- 
er colcience cannot obtain reſt without uſing the ap- 
ointed means, but if ſhe reſts in theſe alone, ſhe will 


ning ot find it. The performance of duty is the way; but 
the, aich in Chriſt alone, peace is obtained to a guilty 
ung onſcience. He alone is the hope ſet before us in the goſ- 


cl. He" alone is our peace.“ Therefore it is not our 
xpreſſing love to him in the holy ſacrament : but 
dels love ſhed abroad in our ſouls by the Holy Ghoſt 


Yo nich affords ſolid and permanent peace. It is the 

be blood of Chriſt which ſprinkles the conſcience from 
hat dead works to ſerve the living God, and which produ- 
. ces joy and peace in believing.” Do you not recol- 
on ect what our Lord himſelf ſays upon this ſubje&, * come 
uld unto me all ye that labor and are heavy ladened and I 
ith, will give you reſt.“ To him thoſe burdened with a ſenſe 
J in f guilt ought to flie, thither they are to repair to caſt 
- heir burden on the Lord. Man ought firſt to take 
12 


101d of the ftrength of Chriſt by faith, then he will be 


h ualified to perform holy duties, and in ſo doing he 
ö ay expect the enjoyment of comfort, but if a man un- 
an 


-I(ely attempt the performance of duty merely to ob- 
ain peace of conſcience and neglect the only way of 
peace, he will but weary himſelf for every vanity. Be 
Hured, that, it is exceedingly dangerous to ſeek peac 

in communicating. Does not this ſuppoſe the idea of 
merit therein. Too many thus imagine. Too many 
nus attempt to filence their conſciences, that fo unmo- 
leſted they may purſue their abominations. But Ah 
thole who approach this ſacred table merely to calm 
heir minds, are greatly in danger of returning with a 
ſeared inſtead of an healed conſcience. I grant that the 
lolemn ordinance is admirably calculated to comfort 
the mind : but it muſt firſt have obtained reſt in union 
Fd to Chriſt, where alone the weary find reſt. He alone is 
Us the phyfician that heals the wounded in heart. The 
everlaſting 


* "4 
4 * 


1 4 \ 1 | 4 1 N * * a 7 N * 
4 1 — * „ g ** 


( 72. 9 
everlaſting Father hath anointed him the Supplier «f 
the various wants of his people. This is beautifully de. 
ſcribed by Iſa ah, in the fixty-firſt chapter of his pro- 
pheſy at the beginning, who introduces the glorious Me. 
diator as ſaying, * The ſpirit of the Lord God is upon 
* me; becauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
* good tidings unto the meek ; he hath ſent me to 
* bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all that mourn ; to appoint unto them that 
* mourn in Zion, to give unto thein beauty for aſhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for 
* the ſpirit of heavineſs ; that they might be called tree 
© of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he 
might be glorified." This paſſage deſerves to be en. 
graven upon every memory. Whether ſhall we ad. 
mare the beauty of the compoſition, or the richneſs of 
th aation contained therein? I doubt not but ma- 
ted plentifully, upon the conſolation, who have 
hs perceived the beauty of the compoſition. Here 
> ſufficient however to gratify the moſt refined taſte, 
and to feed the molt famiſhing heart. Bleſſed are all 
they who hunger and thirſt aſter righteouſneſs, for 
they ſhall be filled.” 
+ ELE. They are bleſſed indeed who are longing for 
the bread of life. But what you have ſaid of the dan- 
ger in coming to the folemn ordinance to obtain peace 
to my conſcience, aſſords me much uneaſineſs. I cat 
eaſily conceive that it is an improper motive to com- 
memorate the death of Jeſus, merely in com pliapce 
with example or cuſtom, but it appears more difficult 
to aſcertain how this is an erroneous motive, Is not 
this inſtitution frequently called a nouriſhing, and all 
Invigorating ordinance. Nay fir, is not communicating 
that which you yourſelf underſtand, by coming to Chrill, 


and casting tue burden of fin upon him? Unloading 
One 


A 
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ones ſelf of guilt, and truſting in him alone for falva- 
tion? 

Erz. You will remember I readily admit, that 
there can be no proper communicating without theſe 
things be previouſly done. Pleaſe to recollect however, 
that there is an eſſential difference between the perfor- 
mauce of a duty, and that which qualifies for the per- 
formance of that duty. Coming to Chriſt, and receĩv- 
ing pardon, grace and ſtrength from him both qualihes 
to communicate, and alſo gives a right ſo to do. But 
is there not an eflential difference between coming to 
Chriſt to receive the wedding garment and fitting down 
to feaſt with him, adorned with that garment? Are not 
theſe two ſeparate and diſt inct actions? And is not the 
previous doing of the former, eſſentially neceſſary to 
the proper doing of the latter? You remember the 
fate of him who came to the marriage of the King's 
Son without a wedding-garment. What befel him, 
loudly calls upon all to be particularly careful how 
they conduct themſelves reſpecting this holy ordinance. 
Verily the King will come in to ſee the gueſts. His 
© eyes are as a flame of fire.“ To him all hearts are map? - 
feſt. 

Exx. Oh fir, your ſayings produce greater anxiety 
in my mind than ever, and deter me from this ordi- 
nance, 

Erg. This was not intended; but you know that it is 
my duty to deal faithfully, It 1s only intended to 
guard you from miſapprehenſions of this ſacrament, 


and to reſcue you from that ſnare into which- many 
have wilfully fallen. 


Ex. Your kindneſs is great, and merits more gra- 
titude than I can expreſs, What you have ſaid has 
carried cony1Qion to my mind; and will I hope be 
ungularly beneficial to my ſoul. But pray, add to your 
tormer kindnels an explanation of what 1s underſtood 
by the wedding-garment, which you fay is fo eſſential- 


ly 
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ly neceſſary in order to proper commnnicating, that] 

may receive a more diſtin idea of this important duty, 

Erz. Your requaſt is proper, and fince this is not 

the hour of compliment, but of inſtruction, it ſhall be 
cheerfully complied with. 


Revelation declares, that man once was adorned with 


the robes of righteouſneſs and of innocence. That 
then he enjoyed the ſweet communion of God. Sin 
however ſtripped him of theſe unſullied robes, and 
cloathed him with fiithy- gurments. Sin filled his 
mind with enmity to God, and depraved all the powers 
of his ſoul. By fin, darkneſs beclonded his underſtand. 
ing. His will became perverſe. His affections were 
alienated from holineſs. In ſuch a condition man is 
unqualified for communion with God. He cannot have 
fellowihip with iniquity. He is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. But that forlorn man miglit not be 
forever debarred the preſence of his maker, the Son of 
the Higheſt by his expreſs and direct appointment array- 
ed himſelf in the humble garments of humanity, that 
he might purchaſe eternal communion for the faithful, 
He obeyed and died, that the guiity deſcendents of A- 
da:n might be © clothed with the garments of ſalvation 
and covered with the robe of righteouſneſs.* Such is 
the adorning ſuitable to this facred feaſt. An intereſt 
ia Chriſt, and an actual participation of pardon. and of 
holineſs, compoſe the wedding garment. 

ELE. Now, fir, I underſtand that the poſſeſſion of 
pardon, and of holineſs are recefary in order to worthy 
communicating, and in order to ſolid and permanent 
peace of mind. But Oh! how may I know affuredly 
that I am pardoned, ſo that I may aſcend the hill of God 
and ſtand with acceptance in his holy place. 

ErE. Numerous are the evidences of the reception 
of pardon : however it may be difficult for the individ- 
val to arrive at comfortable certainty. But if the life 
which you now live in the fleſh, be by the faith of 
the Son of God. If you are walking by faith and vot 
by fight. If you are ingeyuouily humbled dons 
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uty, W of fin, daily mourning ſor it, carefully avoiding all ap- 
not I pearance of evil, conſcientiouſly performing all known 
be duty, increaſing both in love to God, and to all the 
mmarers of hum ini ity; and are alſo more and more 
vith growing in holineſs, then the evidence is clear that 
hat I you have taſted the ſweets of pardon. Nor are theſe 
Sin ¶ af rtions unſubſtantiated by the ſacred oracles. Theſe 
and declare that the ſons of pardon * walk net after the 
his MW fl: but after the ſpirit.“ That they are dead to fin, and 
ers alive to righteouſneſs. That they whoare Chriſts, have 
nd. crucified the fleſh with its affections and luſts. That all men 
ere ¶ know that they are the diſciples of Jeſus becauſe they 
is love one another. That this love is taught them of 
ve MW God. That the love of God is ſhed abroad in there 
to © hearts by the Floly Ghoſt, which is given unto them. 
be MW That they delight in the law of the Lord after the in- 
of MW ward man. That they. have a reſpe& unto all the com- 
y- mandinents of God, and that, in the ſincerity of their 
at MW foul; they walk humbly with God. Such is the char- 
11, accter given in the ſacred writings of the faithful. 


\. ECE. From ſome of theſe marks I would fondly draw 
0h confort tho? ] cannot from them all. O how little 
is do | vrieve for ſia! how weak and feeble is my faith! 
tal bo much is my mird engroiled with things which 
of are ſ.en and (emporal? How proud is my vicious heart! 


How ealily be ray ed into fin ! How many vain thoughts 
lodge within! O how remiſs in duty, even amid all 
my anxiety about ſalvation! How fecble the ardor of 
= love to God ! O that I could love God more, and 

hat the Saviour were more precious in mine eyes! O 
tha I could cordially (:ty * Chriſt is altogether lovely 

* and the chisfeſt among ten thouſand.' 

Err. Be not dejected. God will not deſpiſe the day 
of {mall . Nas quench the ſmokiug flax. He 
will cauſe it to aſcend into a vehement flame, the ſmal- 
leſt ſpari; of divine love is the work of the ſpitit, and 
wherever he begins a good work, he will carry it on 
unkil the day of Chriſt. Be not efraid, only believe. 
H 2 Daily 
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Daily ſupplicate the hearer of prayer, ſaying, * Lord in. 
* creaſe my faith* Give all diligence to make your 
calling and election ſure. How? not by an indolent, 
and an impious prying into ſecret things which beloy 
en/y to God, but by a conſtant, diligent, humble and 
perſevering uſe of appointed means, labor to ſay from 
experience, I know in whom I have believed, and Iam 
« perſuaded that he is able to Keep what I have com- 
* mitted unto him againſt that day.“ The wondrouz 
act of God's eternal love to the ſoul is manifeſted by its 
being enabled to bring forth the fruits of holineſs. Yes, 
an holy life is the certain proof of God's diſtinguiſhing 
love. By this alone ſhall men kuow that they are the 
c led according to his purpoſe. By the quality of the 
{t:eams, 1mperfe&t mortals are to aſcertain the fountain 
from wuence they flow. The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us that he hath choſen believ. 
ers in Chriſt J-ſus before the world began, not becauſe 
of their foreleen faith or good works, but for the expreſs 
purpoſe * that they (ſhould be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love.“ Be it then your care to cultivate ho- 
lineſs. Be holy as God is holy. Fight the good fight 
of faith, Endure hardneſs 1 good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Neither fail nor beſdiſcouraged. He that en- 
dureth unto the end ſhall be({aved. Nor are you called 
to a warfare upon your ow Charges. Every thing b 
provided for the chriſtian warrior. Put on therefore 
the whole armor of God. War a good warfare, yout 
cauſe is the beſt, and the moſt ample honors await, 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work of ſaith, and 
lahor of love, One day you ſhall receive the palm of 
victory. Endleſs pleatures are reſerved in heaven for 
the rightzous. There they ſhall be placed beyond the 
reach of fin, of ſorrow, of crying, and of pain. Not 
unfrequently do believers enjoy bletled foretaſtes of tlieſe 
joys at a communion table. O what meltings of heart 
are experienced in beholding the love of Jeſus ! What 
ardent longings atter holineſs ! What raviſhing pleatpre 
| aud 
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and joys are experienced, when Jeſus. is pleaſed to make 
himſelf known to his difciples in the breaking of bread ! 
Come then with an enlarged heart to the table of the 
Lord, and may you be abundantly refreſhed with the ble 
ſings of holy comunion. And may you be fortified againſt 
all theſe ſnares and temptations to which your age and 
ſex are expoſed; and kept by the almighty power of 
God through faith unto eternal ſalvation, 


; 8 iches of mercy, precious gifts, 

„K Are promis'd by the Lord, 

And to his choſen ones ſecur'd, 
„ By his unchanging word. 

„Well ſuited to his people's need 
„ Theſe friendly graces ſhine ; 

gut of diffuſltve gen'ral uſe, 
„None more than faith divine. a 

„Their hearts that often ſinking are 
„Aud faint thro” various grief, 

By. farth he raifes ; and in midſt 
6+ Of trouble gives relief. 

When conſcience charges home the guilt, 
„Which they can ne'er remove, 

* Faith covers all beneath the ſhade 
„Of bleeding, dying love. 

« Believing that their deareſt Lord 
© For them endur'd the ſhame, 

% They welcome ſcorn, and to reproach 
„With joy give up their name. 

& Tho? dark and tireſome is their way, 
„And ſprcad with many ſa res; 

In confidence of promis'd light, 
Faith diſſipates their fears. 

Like wave on wave, from ev'ry hand 
«© While heavy tidings roll, 

Firm truſt in all ſufficient aid, 
* Unmoy'd preſerves their ſoul. 


A LETTER TO A LADY, 
ENDEAYOURING TO DESCRIBE 

The proper EX ERCISE S of DEvoTluN in com. 

memorating the Death of ſeſus. 
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7 wil. greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall be joj- 
ful in my God ; for he hath ciothed me with the gar- 
ments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the RO 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

ISA. Ixi. 10. 


Dzax MaApau, “ | ; 
HE intelligence reſpecting 


your happineſs, and tnat of your family, afforded 
me the higheſt ſatisfaction, Of all that proſperity 
which attends our friends, a large portion is ex— 
perienced by a generous mind. Nor is it eaſy to de- 
termine how ner that may approach to the ple:(ure of 
actuel enjoyment. Sure I am, madam, that you are 
no ſt ranger to this feeling. and your pen could give 2 
more accurate and lively deſcription thereof. Mine 
can cl) give the rude ſketch. This feeling, madam, 
which is ſo pleaſant, when operating, concerning tem- 
poral things, muſt have a double icliſb when operating 
concerning the intereſts of eternity. Is our joy in— 
creaſed or dininith+d in proportion to the value of the 
occurrence? Swe thin, no temporal profperity can 
£qu«l ſpiritual profperity . What are all the things 
connected with time, compared with thoſe connected 
with eternity? They ave lets than nothing and vanity: : 
Therefo;e, 1 bepe, dam, Iwill be excuſed, in ſay- 
ing, that the late aiteration in your ſpiritual condition, 
both conveyed more exquilite jay to my mind, than 
all the large addition that you have received to your 
fortune. 


ä "> 


fortune, The latter is expoſed to a thouſand acei- 
dents, Riches may take to themſelves wings and 
lie away. Sickneſs and pain may ſoon render you 
unqualified to enjoy their pleaſure. Death may ſud- 
denly ſnatch you from them. The great foe may be 
drawing his bow in the dark, while your breaft heaves 
with grateful joy upon the late kindneſs of providence. 
The congratulations of a numerous acquaintance upon 
this event may ſoon be turned into lamentations. 
But by the change in your ſpiritual condition, you 
have I hope obtained an inheritance which ſhall never. 
be taken away. An inheritance which bids defiance 
to rubbery or waſting time. An inheritance which 1s 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
Nay, an inheritance of which the preſent earneſt is the 
indwelling of the bleſſed Spirit. Permit me therefore, 
while others are pouring forth their adulation and un- 
meaning compliments, to entreat that whilſt you cheriſh 
emotions of gratitude towards the ruler of events, you 
be alſo cloathed with humility. - What if the enemy 
gain anadvantage over you by this proſperous occurrence? 
Proſperity 1s trying to holineſs, The gales of proſperity 
are more dangerous to the believer than the blaſts of 
adverſity. It hath ſeemed good unto the Moſt ' High, 
to give both your faith and humility a very ear- 
ly trial, What! Scarcely begun to experience the 
operations of the divine ſpirit; when a, proſperous 
gale of providence beats full upon you. Stand firm. 
R-member the inſtability of earthly things. Fix 
your attention upon the internal ſtate of your mind, 
and be indifferent to external things, Fully convinced 
that external objects make a ſtrong impreſſion upon the 
mind, be more abundantly careful to guard the heart. 
Be deaf to the voice of flattery. Blind to the ſplendor 
of riches, taſte not, haudle not, too raſhly the pleaſures 
provided, leſt they enſnare the ſoul and blunt your relith 
for celeſtial enjoyments, 


It 
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= It appears a kind occurrence in providence that the a. 
i. crament of the Lord's Supper is ſo nigh at hand. This 
is a ſtrengthening and a fortify ing ordinance. . Here the 
babes inChriſt obtain milk to invigorate their ſpiritual 
conſtitution. By the moſt enlivening and invigorating 
diſplays of the loving kindneſs and tender care of the 
God of love they are fortified againſt all the power of 
the enemy. Nor could few things afford me more 
pleaſure than to hear that you are ſo anxious and ſo 
much afraid of miſcarrying in that holy and ſolemn work, 
The whole of your kind epiſtle breathes this ſpirit : and 
particularly the queſtion reſpecting that preciſe manner 
in which one ought to be exercited at the tale of the 
Lord. | 

With the candor of a fincere friend I ſhall humbly 
proceed to give my thoughts upon this queſtion * May 
the ſearcher of all hearts guide my feeble pen, and ren- 
der it both fruitful and ſteady.“ 

Every moment of time is precious, the moments of 
communicating are peculiarly ſo. Much 1s to be done 
if much is to be received. God is there. He comes 
to ſee the gueſts, He comes to diſcern between the 
precious and the vile. Nor can one eſcape his all pe- 
netrating eye. He comes to feed his own. He knows 
alt their wants. Not one of them ſhall lake their food, 
He hath promiſed to give each his portion in due ſeaſon, 
For all theſe things, however, he will beenquired of by 
the houſe of Iſrael to do it for them. Hence active, 
indeed, ſhould be the operations of that hour, Ra- 
pidly ſhould the heart and diſpoſitions be reviewed, leſt 
there dwell within any thing to offend the Holy One of 
Iſrael. The avenues of the ſoul are to be ſtrictly 
guarded 1n order diſcover the approach of the robbers 
of ſpiritual joy. Tue various graccs of the Divine Spir- 
it ſhould ſpring forth in lively aud in vigorous exercue 
to wait upon the King, the Lord of hoſts. Wich a 
lightning glance tie mind ſhould fly over the field of 
revealed truth in order to obtain materials both tor con- 
templation 
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templation and for praiſe. The vigorous powers of the 
ſoul ſhould exert their full ſtrength, and by the ardent 
aſpirations of faith take hold of the ſtrength of Jeſus, 
that ſo the mind may be qualified to obtain an united 
view of divine information. That, by this the various 
beams of revelation may at once eradiate the ſoul. That 
with each of theſe which ſhine from every part of the 
redeeming ſcheme, the eternal love of God to periſhing 


ſinners may appear in the full view ef the mind. That 


ſo, the light of truth ſhining upon the underſtanding, and 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, in all his ſpendor and fructify- 
ing virtue, riſing with healing under his wings, the com- 
municant may exult and may alſo grow and increaſe 
with all the increaſe of God. That he may experience 
a growth in holineſs in one hour fimilar to the growth 
of many years. What cannot the ſun of righteouſneſs 
effeuate ! Suddenly he can cauſe the foul to grow up 
unto eternal life. A nation can be born in one day, 
a foul can be ripened for heaven in one communion 
hour. In one happy hour the graces iplanted by the 
mighty hand of the Spirit may be made fo ftrong that 
they ſmile at the impetuous blaſts of temptation, perſe- 
cution, and reproach, Nay in one hour made ſo vi- 


gorous that the child becomes a man of years in wiſdom, 


in prudence, in faith, in hope, in love, and in holy zeal. 
Ia this happy frame, and in the enjoyment of theſe things 
what views of the love of God in ſending his Son to 
die for men are obtained. That love which induced 
God from eternity to deſtine his own Son to ſuch ex- 
quiſite ſufferings, and made him to pour ſuch unalleviated 
vengeance upon him, that men might be ſaved. What 
tranſporting views of the love of the Son in deſcending 
on the wings of nnequaled love to ſave a periſhing world. 
Yes, In the very moment when they were about to fink 
eternally into the pit of deſtruction, ſaying * deliver 
* them from going down unto the pit, for I have found 

* a ranſom.” 
Now pleaſant the reflection that he ſhould condeſcend 
te. 


* y 
e — 
Ts 5 

. as 
aA 


Ca NONE? x , 


* 


7 = 1 » 
* 4 * , 7 Y p \ "> * — . 
* 5 » \ = » 4 4 
Lt C * FS N . N at * * 
0 - 3» 4 1 . 
* 5 g 
S, 


( 832 ) 
to come to this lower region to go about to do good 
both to the bodies and to the fouls of finful men. Be. 
hold him obeying the law and working out a complete 
atonement for the faithful. Behold him, if the mind 
can endure the contemplation, bearing in the garden the 
awful torrents of divine vengeance in his guiltleſs ſoul, 

Can the mind refle& upon the hill of Calvary without 
feeling the moſt ardent love ? Behold what love is there 
diſplayed, in the ſufferings of Jeſus ! Behold what love 
ſtreams with every drop of his blood! Every groan is 
an accent of rich compaſſion. Every figh a foun- 
dation of rejoicing to the redeemed. Every wound af. 
for ds a medicine to heal the wounded in ſpirit. This 
death 1s the life of men. 

What a rapid and violent glance over this mingled 
ſcene, ſhould the mind give at a communion table. O 
behold what awful ſeverity to the ſufferer : but in 
finite compaſſion to the ſaved ! beholding this ſcene, the 
divine perfeEtions begin to ſmile upon the rebel man 
and declare that it is a juſt ard rightecus thing with 
God to juſtify him, that helives in Jeſus, Every one 
who by a true and hving faith flies to the croſs of 
Chriſt for ſalvation. Sue if ever God ſmelled a ſweet 
ſavour upon the- offering up of any ſacrifice, it was upon 
the offering which Je ſus made of himſelf for the fins of 
the faithful. Nay farther at the actions of that hour all 
nature feels, and hard and nntecling mutt be that 
heart which upon the r. fiction does not exquiſticly 
and keenly feel. 

But the merciful acts of the Holy Ghoſt alſo fill 
with wonder at a communion table. Who are theſe that 
ar2 here? They are the very ſame who were lateiy 
ſeated at the banquet of diſſipation and who joined in the 
ſong of the drunkard. But now they are waſhed, now 
they are juſtified ; now they are ſanAifed in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus and by the Spirit of our God. Oh 
what wonders of ſovereign grace are here. Each one 
a wonder, and each one deeming himſelf a greater won- 
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der than another. Each one ſaying what am I O Lord: 
and what is my father's houſe that thou ſhouldſt have 


brought me hitherto. Surely, O Lord, this is not the 


manner of men! thy ways are far above man's ways 
«and thy thoughts above his thoughts. Thy mercy 
O Lord is above the heavens, thy truth reacheth unto 
© the clouds,? 

The mind will alſo reflect upon the ſad fituation be- 
fore mercy was diſplayed. 


Hark, how the tender lambs bewail 
Their baſe, their vile original ; 

In youthful tears, their grief expreſs, 
Complaining ſad of ſoul diſtreſs. 


The mind will look back with exultation and praiſe 
upon the danger from whence it hath eſcaped. And 
every reflection upon the way, the accidental cir- 
cumſtances, the means, and the bliſsful conſequences of 
converſion all crowd into the ſoul and fill it with an 
extaſy of admiration, love, gratitude, aud praiſe. Nay 
fill with emotions not more pleaſant than they are in- 
expreſſible. No language can deſcribe the rapid flow 
of the emotions, the violence and ardor of the feelings. 
The exeitions of the underſtanding. The volitions of 
the will. The total involving of the mind 1n the flame 

! devotion, But Oh madam the bour of communicat- 
ing is in an eſpecial manner the hour of prayer. Then 
che mind ardently ſapplicates for friends, for family, 
for near connections, for the whole chuch of God, for 
the miniſters of the ſanCtuary, for a world lying in 
wicked neſs, for enemies that they may be forgiven, and 
that their hearts may be melted into tenderneſs, and 
love. Prayer alſo is to be made for ſtrength to endure 
the whole will of God, and in a particular manner for 
grace to endure in the hour of death. In that hour 
which will try every man that dwelleth upon the earth. 
in ſuch highly favoured moments it is a precious time 
to 
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1 08%) 
to prepare for death. To arm againſt the mighty foe, 
Not unfrequently at a communion table hath God 
granted ſuch foretaſtes of heaven, and ſuch preludes 
of victory over ali the power of the enemy, as hath 
cauſed the ſoul to exult, even in the view of death, 
Thus honored, what tranſporting views are afforded of 
the glories and the pleaſures of heaven. By faith the 
ſoul pentrates the upper region, and there gazes upon 
the glories and ſplendor of that happy place. That 
place where-every heart is filled with love and every 
tongue is employed in praiſe. 

Thus favoured, no wonder that the ſoul exclaims, 
Lord it is good for me to be here.“ No marvel that 
reluctandly the favored one depart from that holy place. 
No wonder, he ardently with to detain the flying mo- 
ments of that hour. But ah the time of departing 
haſtens. Already the ſervant of the Lord is admini- 
ſtrating the departing admonition. Already he is be- 
gun to remind communicants that they are now again 
to enter upon the field of battle and the ſcene of action; 
and therefore that it is proper they ſhould arm againſt 
danger and provide againſt the calls of duty. Hence 
with equal vigor, and with equal rapidity the ſoul en- 
deayors to take hold of all that ſpiritual proviſion 
which appears neceſſary whetl:er for defence or ſupport. 
Then defires aſcend in clouds and with preſſing ardor. 
The exertions of faith become ten- fold ſtrong and nu- 
merous. The flames of love roll from that heart which 
was cold and languid, when aſcending the hill of 
communion. Theſe vehement flames leſſen for the mo- 
ment the love of the world and of all earthly objects, 
ſo that the various feelings of the ſoul cry out ſaying, 
«* Whom have I in heaven but God, neither is there 
* any on earth that I defire beſides him. O Lord thou 
© art my God; early will I feek thee; my fleſh long- 
eth for th:e in a dry and parched land where no wa- 
ter is.“ Where no refreſhing ſtreams of conſolation 


flow to refreſh my parched heart, In fuch a moment 
the 
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the walls of diviſion are overleaped. The love of the. 
party loſt in the love of the whole. Then love to all 
men is ſincerely felt. Then all injuries are forgotten. 
The forgiveneſs ſhown by God evinces that all which 
man can be called to forgive is leſs than nothing. Yes, 
the more exquiſite our enjoyments are at a communion- 
table, the nearer will they approach to the enjoyments 
of heaven, and there unqueſtionably all differences ſhall 
be forgotten, all animoſities laid afide, and all diſtin tions 
anihilated. To oue Lord they ſhall ſing, and to one 
Mediator give praiſe. O that this pleaſant fruth were 
realized by the man, who wedded to a ſect or party, 
would deprive others of the joys of the heavenly 
paradiſe, becauſe they worſhip not upon his moun- 
tain : Dear madam, when the ſoul of the righteous is 
ſo often grieved and fo ſorely vexed becauſe of differ- 


'Ences here below, what a pleaſant thought that none of 


theſe failings and imperfections ſhall accompany the 
ſous of God to their Father's houſe ! Here, they may 
be ſeparated by time or by place, and in the wiſdom of 
God they are ſo, until their hearts obtain time to reflect, 
their wrath to ſpend itſelf, or grace to ſubdue corrup- 
tion, But in heaven they are all to remain in one ſo- 
ciety, ſhould therefore any diſcord enter that region, 
what would be the ſad effect? It would convert the 
manſion of bliſs into a region of anguiſh and ſor- 
row, Oh that you and I, madam, may now ſpeedily 
imbibe the Spirit of heaven! May you at the Table of 
the Lord experience ſuch pleaſures, and be guided and 
led into green paſtures, and beſide the (till waters. May 
you be made exceeding glad in the temple of God. 
May you have more joy and gladneſs put into your 
mind than it hath felt upon the late acceſſion to your 
fortune: That ſo you may ſay, O Lord, Thou haſt put 
more joy and gladneſs into mine heart, than the men of 
this world experience when their corn, and wine, and 
oil do moſt abound. And may you be fortified to endure 
hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, for you know, 


1 madam, 
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madam, that Jeſus requires all his followers to be war. 


riors. No ſex is exempted from the Chriſttan war. There. 
fore in the view of the field of battle and the tempeſts 
of the world be active at a communion-table. Nor will 
my friend conclude, that though I have freely delivered 
theſe few thoughts upon the exerciſe proper for com- 
memorating the death of Chriſt, that I aver that ſuch is 
always the caſe with a believers, and that it is ſo upon 
all occaſions even with them who may have experienced 
enjoyments ſimilar to thoſe now mentioned. I have 
only ſketched out what may be ſuppoſed the exer- 
ciſe of a ſoul that 1s favored with the preparation of the 
heart, which 1s only from the Lord, and that is brought 
into the banqueting houſe, and hath the banner of love 
ſpread over him. Should it be aflerted that this is the 
uniform experience of the godly at the table bf the 
Lord, it would offend the generation of the righteous, 
Such however may be thecaſe, and we ought to preſs for- 
ward to perfection. Nor can it be denied that the 
ordinance 1s calculated to raiſe to ſuch high enjoyment, 

But a calm, filent, and ſolid beholding of the Re- 
deemer's amazing love in dying for ſinners, accom- 
panied with affecting thoughts of fin are the effect of 
as real communion with God, as if the extaſy of ſoul 
ſurpaſſed even that of an angel. Rapturous emotions 
are chiefly experienced by young communicants, 
Thoſe who have long flouriſhed in the courts of God 
are often glad, ſimply to know that their deſires are to- 
wards God and the remembrance of his name. But 
in this, madam, all chriſtians agree, that high enjoy- 
ment is greatly deſirable and vaſtly ſweet. May you 
Have a large ſhare of holy joy, and be abundantly re- 
freſhed in the temple of God. — Before 1 cloſe my let- 
ter allow me to fend you a copy of a hymn | 
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ON THE LORD's SUPPER. 


HENCE is this table richly ſpread ? 
What gueſts are here to {hare ? 

Does God, inviting angels high, 
For them this feaſt prepare. 

Nay, ſure, for perfect innocence, 
No welcome here 1s found ; 

But blind, and maim'd, and guilty ſouls, 
This table muſt ſurround. 


Then I'll go forward, guilty I ! 
And humbly take my place : 

Now ſkreen my ſoul ! O wrap me Lord, 
In thine own Righteouſneſs : 


Under this ſpotleſs robe ſecure, 
Thy finfut child ſhall he ! 
Nor need to tremble at.th* approach 


Of HOLY MAJESTY. 


This perfect robe, delightful news! 
Was finiſh'd by the Lord; 

Finiſh'd for us, my fellow-gueſts; 
So runs his faithful word. 

His oath confirms what he hath ſpoke, 
And here's his ſeal and figa ; 

This broken bread my body is, 
My blood, this flowing wine.” 


Kindly he calls us now to take 
Theſe ſymbols, and believe ; 

* Stretch forth your hands, my needy friends, 
And a whole Chriſt receive.“ 


Lo, then, I take a broken Chriſt, 
Broken, he ſays, for me; 
From his dear hand the cup I drink, 
Taat ſeals my liberty. 
| This 


| ( 88 ) 
This blood removes the awful curſe, 
That bound me dewn to hell; | 
And bleſſings purchas'd, far beyond 
What angels' tongues can tell. 


Eternal freedom, by his death, 
My captive ſoul obtains ; 

Now hell, and fin, and conquering grave, 
Where are your pow'rful chains? 


Come, let us all this bread and wine 
Amongſt ourſelves divide: 

A laſting ſign of union ſweet, 
In him who lov'd and died. 


Henceforth let kindred love prevail, 
And friendſhip ſtand confeſt, 

Nor other.itrife *mongſt us appear, 
But who ſhall ſerve hfm beſt. 


From ſtrength to ſtrength, as on we go, 
His name we'll ever bliſs, 

Who thus reſtores our fainting hearts, 
Here in the wilderneſs. 

And this dear pledge of Jeſus? love, 
Tho? ſcorn'd by thoughtleſs men, 

We will from age to age tranſmit, 
Till he return again. 
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This hymn appeared to me ſo much adapted to the 
ſubject of my letter that I could not forbear tran- 
ſcribing it. May you in reading feel ſome of 
& the pious feelings of him who compoſed it, and may 
« this and every other mean tend more and more, to 
« enflame your heart with love to him that lov'd 
„ and died.“ I remain, 


Dear Madam, yours affectionately. 


* * N * 


DIA- 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


ELEVATrus returning from the table of the Lord 


rejoicing, and Darancous returning dejected. 


— —— . > vo 


{ ſat down under his ſhadow with great delight, and his 
frut was ſweet unto my, taſte, He brought me to the 


banqueting houſe, and his banner over me was love. 
SONG of SOLO. ii. 3, 4. 


vill ſeek Lim whom my foul loveth : I ſought him, but 
I found him not. 
SONG of SOLO. iii. 2. 


ELEVATus. Dran friend, this is a beautiful day 
in the heavens, and I hope alſo a glorious day of the 
Som of Man. In commemorating the death of Jeſus 
many I hope have this day fat under his ſhadow with 
gre at delight, and have found his fruit ſweet unto their 
talte 


— oY rs8Us. They are happy who have been thus. 


highly tavoured, but ſuch is not the caſe with al who 
have been there. Ti.ough this day be clear and ſhining, 
it is truly a gloomy an d dark day to my ſoul. 

ELE. Why, my dear friend, what is the cauſe of 
your for-ow ? May | uot aſk why art thou ſad, being 
the King's fon? Why come away from ſuch pleaſant 
wo.k with a heart heaving with ſorrow, aud with eyes 
bathed in tears? Ong lit not all rather to retire from 
that ſoiemr fervice 1cjorcing and glad in heart, for all 
the gooducfs that the Lord hath inewed towards the. 

2 houſe 


N 


— of 2 5 — in ſending his own Son to die for 
men ? 

Dee. Oh my friend, there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween what one ſhonld do, and what one finds himſelf 
enabled to do. The temper of mind with which: a 
perſon retires from the ſacred table will be influenced 
in a great meaſure by his enjoyments there. Preſent 
enjoyment is influenced by preſent feeling. Hath he 
ſeen the King in his beauty, with his countenance 
imiling upon him, and hath he by a vigorous faith ob- 
tained a fight of the land that is afar off, and alſo of 
his right to that heavenly inheritance, then he will 
return exulting and glad in heart. Hath Jeſus by the 
ſtrong and lively impreſſions of his love, been known 

to him in the breaking of bread, then his heart may 
well leap for joy. Who would not rejoice upon hear- 
ing Jeſus ſaying, in language which admits of no doubt 
to the mind, * Fear not I am become thy falvation, I 
Have redeemed thee, thou art mine. I have engraven 
thee upon the palms of mine hands. I will be with 
thee in all the way, and I will not leave thee until ! 
have performed all that which I have promifed. Can 
one hear Jetus ſaying fuch things and not be glad and 
rejoice 2 Impoſſible! But on the contrary, my friend, 
how can he who hath ſcarcely felt any emotions 
of love towards the Saviour? He whoſe ſoul was dull 
and languid, and who hath experienced no ſenſible to- 
ken of pardon ? How can he come away rejoicing ? 
Can that heart refrain from ſorrow which hath been 
panting after communion with God, but hath not 
found 1t? Can a ſorrowful heart rejoice ? Can a bit- 
ter fountain ſend forth ſweet ſtreams ? 

ELE. But ſure it hath not been ſo with De 
What! Hath not Jeſus been ſet forth crucified before 
you ? Have not the memorials of his dying love been 
put into your hands? Hath not Jeſus appeared tra- 
velling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, mighty to ſave? 


N able to ſave to the very uttermoſt all who come 
unto 


unto him? What! Have not theſe things a force to 
quicken the languid ſoul? Have not theſe things a 
power to raiſe emotions of gratitude, of love, and 
of joy in the human mind? Is not the Lord's Supper 
a memorial of diſtinguiſhed victory over enemies? 
Who then would not exult on the day of victory? A 
victory in which we are all ſo deeply intereſted ? Why 
then be dejected or caſt down? Why thus mournful 
and diſpirited? No ſorrow is innocent at the Lord's 
table, but ſorrow for fin. The ſons of Jacob eat the 
paſſover with bitter herbs. The ſons of Jeſus ſhould 
alſo Keep their paſſover with bitter regrettings becauſe 
of ſin. The bitter tears of genuine repentance give 
a double reliſh and ſweetneſs to the communion cup. 

Dee. Cau my mind be cheerful, when I am till 
fearful whether or not I have yet experienced the mer- 
cy and the grace of the Moſt High in the renovation of 
my heart ? 

ELE. I am little qualified to guide the footſteps of 
the youngeſt of Chriſt's flock, however, ſhould not you 
remember that there is a material difference between 
experiencing the grace of God and always experi- 
encing the ſmiles of his countenance. Proper commu- 
nicating and the viſible diſplays of pardon «re not in- 
variably connected. In writing to the Corinthian 
church Paul plainly infinuates, that one may be a true 
believer, yet partake of the Lord's Supper in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhall not be for his comfort. It is evident that 
in the concluſion of the eleventh chapter of the firſt e- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, his intention was to rectify 
ſome abuſes which had been introduced into that church 
concerning the celebration of the Lord's Supper. Firſt 
he ſimply narrates the original inſtitution of that ſacra- 
ment by our Lord. Next he gives a ſolemn charge to 
every man, ſaying, but let a man examine himſelf, and 
* ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup: 
kor, ſaith he, the man that eateth and drinketh un- 
* worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, 

* not 
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not diſcerning the Lord's body. Then he adds, for 
* this camſe many are weak and fickly among you, and 
* many fleep.” From what is here ſaid, it 1s ſufficiently 
evident that ſome among the Corinthian believers not 
only communicated without comfort, but alſo in ſuch 
a manner as drew down fatherly chaſtiſements upon them, 
How amazing are the deep ways of providence ! for 
that ample and explicit information which we have 
in this paſſage concerning the holy Sacrament, we 
owe in a great degree to the miſcondu@ of that early 
church. Surely the very folly of man {hall praiſe God 
and the devices of Satan tend to the advaucement of di- 
vine information. 

But I farther aſs my friend, do not the people of 
God themſelves frequently err and come ſhort in duty? 
And hath not God ſaid that he will panith the tranſ- 
greſſions of his ſons and daughters? Should they there. 
fore approach him in a careleſs and indevout manner ? 
Should they be too remiſs in duty, or too much capii- 
vated with the world? May they not expect to behold 
Jehovah frowning inſtead of ſmiling ? He 1s a holy God 
who hateth all manner of fin, even in the redeemed, 
Here the words of Dr. Owen, are both applicable and 
expreſlive : ** Without due apprehenſions of the holineſs 
* of God there is no approaching unto him in his fer- 
„vice. The apoſtle gives a great and plain rule to 
„ this purpoſe. Let us have grace, faith he, wheresy 
« we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence an 
« go'ly fear. What doeth he propole now as the prin— 
* cipal reaſon why he requires thi; preparation? For 
4% ſaith he, or God ie a conſuming fire, What proper- 
«ty of God i» ex 1tÞd by this word co funm: fire! 
« it is the Bolineſs of God, the purity of Cou's nature, 
6 that can Hear wo cortu':t, nor defiled thing. It 18 
„ ſet 16: th by that metuptorical expreſſion, a confull 
6 wig fire. As fiie is the moſt pure and unm;xet ele- 
* neat, and 10 powerful of iiteli, «> that it will con- 
* {ume and deſtroy every thing chat is not periectly ot 
6 11s 
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« its own nature; ſo is God, ſaith he, a conſuming fre, 
« and in all your ſerving of him, and approaches unto 
© him, labour to obtain a frame of ſpirit that becomes 
« them who have to do with that God, who is ſo pure 
«© and holy.” 

Meditating on the nature of God, as a Being of per- 
fe& purity, may we not ſay, in the words of David, 
* Holineſs becometh thine houſe, O Lord, for ever.“ 
Hence all ſhould be holy who approach him. Can the 
ſin even of the religious ſervices of his people obtain 
his approbation ? Is there not ſufficient guilt mingled 
with the beſt of human ſervices to provoke God to 
frown upon man? Why then be ſurpriſed, tho? we do 


not always experience the diſplays of his favor? Nay 


rather, may we not wonder that ever we ſhould do ſo 
at all. What is man, O Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt be 
mindful of him? Or what is the ſon of man that thou 
ſnouldeſt at all regard him? The words of a great di- 
vine merit your ſerious conſideration. © Perſons complain, 
ſaith he “ that in waiting upon God in that ordinance, 
they do not receive that entertainment at the hand of 
God, that refreſhment which they looked for. They 
have more reaſon to wonder, that they were not caſt 
out, as thofe who come without a wedding garment. 
It is not only required of us, that we come with our 
* wedding garment, which every behever hath, but that 
e come dechted with this gar ment.” 

But allow me farther to remind you that Jehovah 
is Sovereign in the diſpoſal of his bleſſings. May he 
not give, and may he not withhold? Who can conſtrain 
a King always to ſhow favor? Why repine tho? he 
do not daily load with his royal bounty? What right 
then hath any believer to complain tho' God ſhould hide 
his face from him at his table? For he is ſovereign in 
the diſpoſal of all his gifts, both temporal and ſpiritual. 
Therefore my friend ſhould recollect that this is at 
leaſt poſſible that ſuch may ſometimes be the caſe, even 
when no remarkable crime ſtains the charaQter but only 

for 
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for the purpoſe of trying faith, patience, and fortitude, 
It may alſo ſometimes be, in order that man may the 
more value God's returning favor. 

Dee. I am uncertain what is the cauſe why God do. 
eth thus frown upon me: but I am too certain of the 
mournful fact that ſo it is. My heart hath been hard 
as a ſtone, My affeQtions cold and languid, and grovel. 
ing and ſenſual, My imagination, inſtead of being 
keenly employed in contemplating the wonders of re. 
demption, has been wandering after a thouſand vanities, 
Shame would cover my countenance, were I to recount 
even to the moſt intimate friend on earth the vain 
thoughts which rolled in my mind in the hour of 
communicating. I ſtruggled to fix my mind upon the 
folemn work. I wreſtled to turn my meditation to the 
ſcheme of redeemi::g love. But though that field is 
rich indeed, yet I could find no ſubject of meditation 
there to attract my wandering mind. I labored to 
take hold of the ſentiments which dropped from the 
lips of the ſervant of the Lord, in order, if poſſible, to 
ſtay my heart. But all in vain. Yes, fir. even the fight 
of the {ymbols of the broken body and the ſhed blood 
of the Lord could neither fix my attention nor aftect my 
heart. May I not too juſtly ſay, * Surely I am more 
* brutiſh than any man, and I have not the underſtand- 
ing of a man.“ 

ELE. Truly, Depreſſus, your fituation is affecting. 
Every generous and feeling mind muſt ſympathiſe with 
you, * But the heart knoweth its own bitterneſs, 
and to a delicate mind ſuch as yours theſe things muſt 
have produced great anxiety. Diſappointment is af— 
flictive to the human mind. The ſoul goes to the ta- 
ble of the Lord with high expectations of exquiſite en- 
joyment. and when it is otherwiſe, how diſtreſſing to 
the holy ſoul? Then the various feelings are ſorely 
pained and the heart made fad. But why ſhould my 
friend be ſo exceedingly ſorrowful? May not one have 
real happineſs and true communion though the ſoul be 
not 
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not raiſed to an elevated tone of exultation and allow 
me ' 

Dee. Be not offended at my interruption. Permit 
me to tell you that when you are experiencing the fa- 
vor of your God, your mind cannot feel ſo keenl 
the ſorrows of deſ-rtion. But did you feel the exquiſite 
pain of my ſoul becauſe of the hidings of my Father's 
face, then you would ſay that my fituation is truly affect- 
ing if not ſingular. 

ELE. That I readily admit. Nor do I know a bet- 
ter way to have theſe evils removed than by an im- 
mediate and a cloſe application to the promiſes of 
the goſpel, and a ſteady contemplation of the example 
and the character of Jeſus in order to obtain aid. This 
conduct is beautifully deſcribed by a private chriſtian 
in a hymn, intituled, 


THE PILGRIM ENCOURAGED. 


IN your journey to Zion, 
: Midſt ſighing and pain, 
Midſt trouble ſurrounding, 
And guilt ſtill abounding, 
Diſcourag'd and fearful you ever remain, 
And ceaſeleſs from morning to evening complain. 


* Let your eyes then be turned 

* Your Leader to view 

* Thro' forrows wide ſpreading. 

* The wilderneſs treading, 
Wich grief well acquainted, no pleaſures he Knew, 
* How pow'rful ſhall this be complaints to ſubdue. 


* Yet may your ſoft nature 

Still plead for excuſe ; 

The world ſtill offending, 

* No ſtrength for contending, 
Sad proſpects indulging, you penſively muſe, 
And feeling your weakneſs, all comforts refuſe. 


« But 
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* But is there no promiſe? 
Is hope ever gone? 
* Wou'd ye ay be receiving, 
* And never believing ? 
* Nay, rather ſelf-empty'd, in patience wait on, 
* Your Father will work when you truft him alone. 


To his conduct ſubmitting, 

+ Your wiſdom lay down, 

Be conitaatly flying 

* From refuges lying ; 
Be aſſur'd he wont hurt you, tho? ſeeming to frown, 
© Your guide he remains all along to the crown. 


A few ſtages farther, 
* And the journey 1s o'er, 
* The days of your mourning, 
* Then never returning ; 
No ſighing, no ſinning, nor death any more, 
But triumphs reſounding thro? yonder bleſt ſhore.” 


O what a pleaſant reflection to the holy ſoul, when 
oppreſſed with the calamities of life, that there remain- 
eth a reſt for the people of God beyond the grave: 
And how ſupporting in the mean time, that unto them 
are given many and precious promiſes to cheer and 
to ſtrengthen their hearts: Theſe promiſes are alſo ex- 
atly ſuited to the weants of believers. There is no 
fituation in which they can be placed but they will 
find ſome one or other of the promiſes of God exact- 
ly adapted to their particular condition. Are we 
then dejected and caft down, let us flie to the promiles 
and with them repair to the throne of grace to plead their 
accompliſhment. Is not this the very line of conduct 
which the Lord exhorts oy the mouth of the prophet 
Holeah, 14th chap. 1, 2. O Iſrael, return unto the 
Lord thy God; for thou haſt fallen by thine iniqui— 
ty. Tile a you words, and turn to the Lord, fay 
* unto him, take away all iniquity, and receive us gra. 


* ciouſly ; fo will we render the calves of our lips. 
And 
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And the beneficial effects of ſuch conduct are celebrated 
in the moſt affecting and comfortable language. For 
ſaith Jehovah himſelf, verſe fourth, I will heal their 
* backſliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger 
is turned away from him: I will be as the dew un- 
to Iſrael: He ſhall grow as the lily, and caft forth 
© his roots as Lebanon; his branches ſhall ſpread, and 
his beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and his ſmell as 
© Lebanon. They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall 
return; they ſhallrevive as the corn; and grow as the 
vine: the ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
© Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have Ito do any more with i- 
© dols ? I have heard him, and obſerved him: I am like 
ga green fir tree; from me is thy fruit found.“ Review- 
ing this beautiful paſſage may I not aſk, if an ardent ad- 
dreſs to the throne of grace is not the duty of the diſ- 
conſolate ſoul? And if he hath not the moit abundant 
cauſe to hope for ſpiritual healing, communion, refreſh. 
ing, reviving, and great increaſe in holineſs? Yes, 
how can man have all his wants ſupplied, and all his 
ſorrows removed but by fervent prayer to Almighty 
God? The heavenly commandment is, In every thing 
by prayer and ſupplication let your requeſt; be made 
known unto God. See that you call upon me, in 
the day of trouble [ will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt 
* glorify me.” Should not my friend alſo enquire why 
the Lord hath thus hid his face? Why he hath been fo 
lore diſpleaſed ? Why he cauſeth you to go mourning 
all the day long ? Why he hath not dealt ſo bounti- 
fully with you as he hath done with ſome of his 
people? An accurate conception of the cauſe of God's 
diſpleaſure is the firſt ſtep to a removal thereof. 
Therefore, ſaid holy Job, Show me wherefore thou 
contendeſt with me. 

Dr. Since it appears that the Lord has dealt boun- 
tifally with your ſoul, might I aſk you to narrate how 
God hath dealt with you? Perhaps the narration may 
sonvey ſome comfort to my diſconſolate ſoul, 
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ETLE. No words, my dear fiiend, can expreſs the 
loving Kindneſs of the Lord towards my ſoul. He 
made my heart right glad with bis favor. He 
brought me into the banquetivg houſe, and his ban. 
ner over me was love. He ſtzyed me with flaggons, 
* and comforted me with apples. His love was more 
than wine to my ſou}, He made himſelf known in the 
breaking of bread.“ He cauſed me to experience 
what was the exceeding greatneſs of his mercy and 
of his love. Strengthened me with ail might by 
his ſpirit in the inner man. All the powers of my 
mind exerted a force and vigor unfelt before. My 
faith was ſo ſtrong that I] firmly laid hold of Jeſus as 
my Saviour and my God. My love was ſo ſtrong 
that my heart was entirely inflamed, and my mind 
wholly enwrapped in the contemplation of the love cf 
God. | 

Dee. Your mind has been happy. But pray how 
was it regulated in theſe moments? 

ELE. The preparation of the heart is only from the 
Lord. In ſome degree, however, I would humbly and 
thankfully ſay this high favor was conferred upon 
me. I felt uncommon aid in preparing for this ſo— 
lemn ſervice. Felt an uncommon arcor and boldnels 
in prayer. I was particularly elevated in my medi- 
tations. The nezrer that the happy moments ap- 
proached, the more vehement were my deſires after 
communion with God. In aſcending a communion— 
table, my affections were all ſuddenly elevated and 
inflamed, and all tte powers of my ſoul began to fol- 
low hard after God. The wenders of redemption 
were quickly reviewed. The grace which ſhone in the 
whole of that pian admired. My mind with an holy 
violence laid hold of the promiſes of the goſpel. On them 
I depended. On the certainty of their accompliſhment I 
reſted for the ſupply of all my wants during my journey- 
ings through this deſart unto the Iznd of promiſe, In 
manner which caunct be deſcribed, Ireſigued my ſoul tothe 

guidarce 
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guidance of the Divine Spirit during the remainder of 
my days. Then all that formerly ſeemed attractive 
in a vain world appeared inſipid and taſteleſs. Then, I 
longed to wing my way to the glorious region of in- 
mortality. Then I boldly looked death 1n the face. 
Then, undiſmayed, I ſurveyed the whole ſcene of diſſo- 
lution, and by a glorious anticipat-on I vanquiſhed the 
king of terrors. Then, all which lay between me and 
death ſeemed lefs than nothing, ſo that one day I might 
come to heaven and receive the crown of glory, Then, 
I felt joy unſpeakable and full of glory. Then, Chriſt 
was to me altogether precious, the chief among ten 
thouſand, and altogether lovely. But why do I attempt 
2 deſcription ! It is quite impoſſible to declare the vaſt 
bleſſings which I then enjoyed. 

Dr. I give full credit to your report. Permit me 
however to ſay, that your deſcription ſeems little to ac- 
cord with the general run of chriſtian experience, and 
may it not prove caul2 of dejection rather than conſo- 
lation to a numerous claſs of real chriſtians? I am 
certain that I ſpeak for one. | 

EL. It will readily be granted, my friend, that the 
ways of God with his people are exceedingly various, 
and it would be dangerous work to meaſure the experi- 
ence of ul the faithſul by any one ſlandard. The tem- 
pers and the countenances of men are not more differ- 
ent than the methods of the Holy Ghoſt in conducting 
his charge to the land of glory. It plainly appears 
„to be his plan in all his diſpenſations to mingle light 
with darknels,” Whatever the reaſons of this pro- 
cedure are, the fact is undeniable. Both the works of 
nature, and the ways of providence are full of myſtery. 
In the diſpeuſations of the Divine Spirit towards the 


ſons of faith there are times of barrenneſs in comfort. 


; here are times of ſpiritual joy, yet little holy fruit. 
Times of dejection and of ſorrow that are followed with 


2 rich harveſt of holineſs. Theſe are happy moments 


indeed. There are allo times in the lives of pious 
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* men, that when ſequeſtered from worldly cares, and 
born up on the wings of divine contemplation, they 
riſe to a near and tranſporting view of immortal glory,” 
Theſe are not unfrequently the moments of communi. 
cating, altho' fimilar moments may be experienced dur. 
ing the other exerciſes of devotion. But“ ſuch efforts 
of the mind are rare and cannot be long ſnpported.” 
Our ſpiritual ſight is now too feeble to view the celeſ- 
tial glory. The ſounds of angelic harmony overpower 
the enreptured ears. The vigorous wing of contem- 
plation quickly fails, and the ſpirit of meditation ſub- 
hides, Frail are the human powers in this lower re- 
gion. | 

Dr. But O Elevatus, how tranſporting are the pro- 
ſpects of the land of glory? How raviſhing to ſee the 
king in his beauty ! highly favored man indeed, who hath 
been thus ſingularly bleſſed at the table of the Lord! 
O what would a poor afflicted perſon like me give to 
have experienced ſuch raviſhing pleaſures ! O that it 
were with me as in days which are paſt. Time was 
when I could ſay, the Lord is my God; but ah what 

ELE. I muſt interrupt you, pray why all this com- 
plaining? Was ever the time when you could ſay of 
the Lord he was your God, then be aſſured, you have 
equal cauſe to fay ſo {till ! Know ye not that Jeſus reſt- 
eth in his love: He never will abandon his charge. 

The mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but 
his loving kindnefs ſhall not depart, neither ſhall the co- 
venant of his peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, who hath 
mercy on thee. God is of one mind and who can 
change him. 

Be aſſured, therefore, that if ever there was a period 
in your life when you could in reality ſay of the Lord 
he was your God, thou haſt equal cauſe to ſay ſo now. 
If he was once your portion, he is always your portion. 
Though a father does not always ſmile, yet he always 

remains a father. His frowns do not alter the relation 


in which he ſtands to his child. May I not add, that 
his 
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his frowns do not alter his love. Not uufrequently love 
is expreſſed by frowns as well as by {miles from our 
heavenly Father. However contradictory theſe things 
may appear to ſome, I hope my friend has often felt 
that the chaſtiſements of heaven, have been of ſingular 
benefit to the foul. Happy chaſtiſements which prove 
the deſtruction of corruption. The children of God 
are an afflicted people in this world: but theſe very 
afflictions are evidences of their adoption, What ſon 
is he whom the Father chaſtneth not?“ But ſtill the 
ove and the care of God remaineth the ſame. This is 
beautifully celebrated in a hymn, intituled, 


GOD's UNCHANGEABLE LOVE. 


ZION ! afflited with wave upon wave, 


By no man comforted, whom no man can ſave ! 
By darkneſs ſurrounded, by terrors undone ; 


In toiling and rowing, thy itrength almoit gone, 


Thine en'mies are many, thy fears overwuelm, 
But thy bletied Pilot he fits at the helal; 

His witdom conducts thee, his pow'r thee defends, 
la iatety and quiet thy wartare He ends. 

O fearful, O faithleſs ! in mercy he cries, 

My kindneſs thou doubts of, my promiſe denies ; 
Yet I am {till with thee, my promiſe hall fiand ; 
Luro? toſſiug and tempeit 1'ii bring thee to land. 


Forget thee I will not, 1 cannot, thy name 
Engrav'd on my heart it does ever rewalu ; 

Ou the palms of my hands, while looking I ſee 
The wounds I received in dying tor these. 

feel at my heart ail thy ſighs and thy groans, 
For thou art moit near me, my fleth aud uy bones; 
In all thy diſtreſſes, thy Head knows the pain; 
Yet all are molt needtul, not one is in vain, 

Then truſt me, and fear not, thy life is ſecure; 


My wiſdom is perfect, ſupreme is my pow'r, 
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In love I correct thee, thy ſoul to refine, 
To make thee at length in my likeneſs to ſhine. 


The fooliſh, the fearful, the weak are my care, 

The hopeleſs, the helpleſs, I hear their ſad prayer, 
From all their afflictions my glory ſhall ſpring, 

And the deeper their ſorrow, the louder they'll ſing. 


Why, complain when this ſhall be the caſe ? Farther 
is it not an uſual exertion of human nature, that a 
child loves a parent more ardently when he is kept un- 
der proper ſubjection by paternal chaſtiſement. Should 
then the hidings of your Father's face render you more 
obedient, ſhould they cauſe your love towards him to 
operate more vehemently, ſure you will have cauſe to 
rejoice becauſe he hath hid his face for a little moment. 

Dep. It appears, Elevatus, ſomewhat ftrange that one 
ſhould rejoice on account of ſorrow. How can this 
thing be ? 

ELE. Strange as it may ſeem, it is however 
true. Inſpiration declares it, and experience adds 
her ſuffrage. Of the ſons of genuine faith Paul ſaid, 
they glory in tribulation. And he adds, that to them 
aſfliction yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. 
David ſaid, it was good for me that I was afflicted, be- 
fore ] was afflicted Iwent aſtray, Beneficial affliction indeed 
which reclaims from wandering 1n the ways of folly ! Our 
Heavenly Father is wife and good, and knoweth beſt 
what is ſuited to our frame. He knows what corrup- 
tion can bear and what it cannot, And the height of 
human wiſdom is to yield to heavenly wiſdom. By in- 


| finite wiſdom all the arrangements of our bleſſings are 


fixed. He knows what is proper to give under the ſun, 
and what is proper to reſerve until we arrive in the 
heavenly manſion. Why then ſhould not mortals ſub- 
mit to his,wiſe diſpoſal ? 

Dey. Let not my friend ſuppoſe that I quarrel with 
the ways of God. No, I eſteem his ways concerning 
all things to be wiſe and good; But may I not n, 
J 


( 203 ) 
ly complain, when I do not experience the light of his 
countenance ? 

ELE. You may complain of yourſelf, but all com- 
plainingof God 1s ſinful. Man ought cheerfully to re- 
ceive both good and evil at the hand of God. Hath not 
the potter power over the clay ? May not God do with 
his own as ſeemeth good uato him? May he not either 
ſmile or frown. To ſome he maketh himſelf known 
at his table, and to others he hideth his face. But 
why ſhould man complain? What does he merit at the 
hand of God? Nothing ! Therefore he ought not to 
murmur when he 1s ſent mourning away. Nay rather, 
he ought to rejoice that vengeance hath not been exe- 
cuted and his blood mingled with his ſacrifice. 

Dey. Your kind admonitions are acceptable. I 
ſhall endeavour ſilently to bear the chaſtning of the 
Lord. To wait with patience until he be pleaſed to 
come to my ſoul. Perhaps ere long he will come and 
cauſe his face to ſhine upon me and give me peace. 

ELE. He hath promiſed to do ſo, and he will fulfil 
his promiſe. He hath ſaid, I will hide my face for a 
little moment: but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I re- 
turn unto you. Sorrow may endure for a night: 
but joy cometh in the morning. 


HE ſtorm may rage, the floods may ſwell, 
Awak'ning all your fears ; 
But glorious grace, in raging ſtorms 


Aud floods, ſtill moſt appears. 


Thy covenant God, who call'd thee forth. 
When thou in bondage lay, 

In faithfulneſs will guard thy ſteps 
Thro? perils of the way. 

Thy clouds, thy pains, thy ſorrows deep, 
Inder his ſkilful hand 

Shall each improve, and lead thee on 
Unto the promis'd land, 


The 
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The path is try'd, the num'rous hoſt, 
That now ſurround the throne, 

Had fears like you, had wounded ſouls, 
And comforters had none. 


But by our glorious Shepherd's care, 
Thro' all the darkſome way, 

Safely they paſs'd, and wondering came 
To everlaiting day. 


And ſo ſhall you and every one poſſeſſed of true 
faith. For whom the Lord loveth he loveth unto the 
end. All the pardoned he keeps by his Almighty 


power through aith unto ſalvation. Unreſervedly then 


commit thy way unto the Lord, for though he cauſe 
darkneſs, he will have compaſſion. Only wait thou 
upon thy God continually. Though the viſion tarry, 
wait for it, at the appointed time it will ſpeak. Per- 
haps you ſhall not have gone much farther in tne walk 
of holineſs, when you ſhall find him whom your foul 
loveth and fore longeth after. God will fulfil the juſt 
defire of thoſe that fear him. May he ſpeedily do ſo 
to Depreſſus. 


„Come then, O my ſoul, inſtead of ſpending time in 
« fruitleſs lamentations, conſider ſeriouſly what the pre- 
« ſent- circumitaace mikes thy duty, Humble tliyſelf 
« deeply before God, and intreat his favor: fee if there 
© be any ground of comfort; and labor to improve lo 
« ſad a diſappointment (if polltvie) to ſome good pur- 
% poſe. 

© God be merciful to me a ſinner ! I acknowledge 
& my iniquity, and delire to tak= to my ſelf that ſhame 
& which is my dus; Agaiuſt thee, O Lord, have I fin- 
« ned, and thou muſt be jujlifi. 4 when thou ſpeakejt, and 
% be clear when thou judgejt. nere was nothing 
% waiting on thy part, all thinzs were ready; I 
% found a table ſpread, aud a cup flowing, *—— 
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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 

BENEVOLUS a Miniſter, and CiRCUMSPECTUS en- 

quiring how he ought to walk after comme- 
morating the Death of Jeſus. 


—ä—ũ— — 2. — Crore 


As ye have, therefore, received Chrift Jeſus the Lord, ſo 
walk ye in him. 
COL. ii. 6. 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmo ve- 
able, always abounding m the work of the Lord, for 
as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in 


the Lord. 
- 1 CoR. xv. 58. 


CIRCUMSPECTUS. 1 HOPE. ſir, you will not be offend- 
ed for waiting upon you at this time. I have as much 

neceility for your advice after, as before the ſolemn 
work. of communicating. The particular cauſe of the 
preſent trouble I give you, is to enquire in what man- 
ner I ought now to conduct myſelf atter this ſolemnity. 

BexnEvoLus. Why, Circumſpectus, do you ſuppoſe 
that I deem it any trouble to converſe with my hear- 
ers about their eternal concerns. Allow me to ſay. that 
you pay nie but a very ſmall compliment in imagining, 
that I deem my duty a trouble. Sure when duty 1s 
deemed a trouble, it is in danger of being neglected, 
Believe me, when 1 aſſure you, that it gives me no ſmall 
pleaſure to obſerve you ſo much concerned about act- 
ing a proper and a reaſonable part. Returning thought- 
ils]y from the ſolemn ſervice may prove a dangerous 


ſtep 


"EY , 


2 
ſtep in tlie walk of life. Nay ſhould this ſtep be taken 
wrong, it may prove fatal. When one returns from 
the ſacrament, the devouring lion roars againſt him 
with tenfold fury. lmmediately after the cup, Satan 
entered into Judas, and inſtantly going to betray Jeſus, 
he had but a few ſteps farther to go 1n order to arrive 
in the pit of deſtruction. What a, ſudden tranſition 
took place in the ſituation of Judas! At the paſſover 
with Jeſus in the moſt honorable and the moſt holy 
company in the world. He riſes from that company 
and goes to the chief prieſts and elders to ſel Chriſt, 
Next he retires from them and becomes the head of z 
ruffianous band to go to ſeize the innocent Jeſus. A. 
gain he aſſumes the character of a diſciple of Jeſus, and 
approaching him ſays, * hail maſter and kiſſed him. 
Suddenly he reaſſumes his rank at the head of the cruel 
band, and delivered Jeſus into their hands. In a ſhort 
time after he becomes the victim of deſpair, and, inſti- 
gated by her, ſtains his hands with his own blood, 
Next he deſcends into the region of endleſs woe, and 
mingles with the moſt diſhonorable and the moſt un- 
holy company in the whole univerſe, and ſhares in their 
awful plagues. A ſad tranſition indeed! A trauſi- 
tion of which whoſoever heareth ought to beware how 
they walk after returning from celebrating the dying love 
of Jeſus. And reſpeQing your enquiry, how you are 
to conduct yourſelf after this ſolemmity, it might be 
replied, that ſome things are wholly fluiſhed with the 
action of communicatiag and ſome things are not finiſh- 
ed until the end of life. The things that. 

Ciz. My anxiety to be particularly informed con- 
cerning every minute circumſtance 1s the cauſe of my 
interruption. Pray how do you ſay that any part of 
this folemn buſineſs 1s concluded with the a& of con- 
municating? I thought that no part thereof could be 
terminated until we come to heaven. Are we not com- 
manded daily to ſhow forth the death of Chrilt until 
he come again? Are we not commanded, as we have 
received 
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received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo to walk in him? And 
is it not ſaid, that he only who endureth unto the end 

ſhall be ſaved. 

Bex. Yes, dear friend, all theſe things are undenia- 
ble, nor does any one of them contradi& my aſſertion. 
You recolle& that 1 did not aver that the whole work 
of communicating was over at once, but only a part 
thereof, Is not a public profeſſion of the faith of 
Chriſt in ſhewing forth his death terminated ? This 
very thing, however, lays a foundation for the other 
parts of this ſervice enduring, as expreſſed in theſe 
paſlages quoted, even unto the end of life. The idea in- 
dicated by a profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt obviouſly 
implies an obligation to live an holy life correſpondent 
to that profeſſion. This line of conduct is ſtrongly en- 
joined by a conſiſtency of character which is umverſal- 
iy reſpected among men. Nay, whether the Lord's 
Supper be conſidered as a memorial, an expreſſion of 
gratitude, or a public profeſſion of faith, it ſpeaks one 
and the ſame language to all communicants, even this, 
walk no more after your former courſe in your ig- 
norance: but live ſoberly, righteouſly and Godly, a- 
dorning in all things the doctrine and goſpel of God 
the Saviour.“ 

CR. But, dear ir, there appears nothing very parti- 
cular in all that which you have ſaid; for it muſt be ad- 
mitted that all reaſonable creatures are naturally bound 


to be holy and obedient unto their Great Former and 


Preſerver. ä 

BEN. True, conſcience will ſubject herſelf to no other 
authority than that of the living God. And it cannot 
de doubted that every creature is bound to venerate and 
to adore the Creator. Man only becomes worthy of 
his rank in creation when he becomes religious. Nor 
can there be an inſtance of greater wickedneſs or per- 
verſeneſs of mind than to imagine, that any reaſonable 
creature is left at liberty eicher to ſerve God, or not to 
lerve him, according to his own depraved inclinations. 


But 
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But when one ſpeaks of the obligations which commu. 
nicating ſubjects. unto, he ſpeaks of that conſiſtency 
of character incumbent upon all who profeſs the faith 
of Chriſt. The honor of human nature, and conſiſtency 
of character call upon all to be obedient to the laws of 
heaven. The honor of chriſtianity and a ſimilar regu. 
larity of conduct call upon every communicant to be 
particularly careful to keep the commandments of the 
Moſt High. True, when one contemplates the kind. 
neſs of God towards men in conferring exiſtence, reaſon, 
health, and the various bounties of providence, and 
granting a continuation of theſe bleſſings, it muſt appear 
very difficult to concerve any additional ties unto holi- 
neſs. Vet ſtill additional ties there are upon chriſtians. 
For favors towards a criminal lay him under ſtronger 
ties to obey and to ſerve his Prince. Hence to all be- 
lievers the additional ties of redemption are added to 
thoſe of creation and of preſervation. Now the plain 
language of communicating is this, Bleſſed be the Lord 
* who hath ſhewed mercy to my ſoul. Chriſt hath re- 
© deemed me from the curſe of the law being made a 
* curſe for me. Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, who forgiv- 
eth all thine iniquities, and who healeth all thy diſ- 
© eaſes.” May I not then aik, dear Circumſpectus, is it 
not eaſy to perceive that a profeſſion of religion, in this 
view, enforces in the ſtrongeſt manner purity of heart 
and of manners. This 1s a conſecrated feaſt, and all 
who come to this feaſt ought to be conſecrated unto the 
Lord. A conſecrated veſſel ſhould alſo be properly pre- 
pared, and if ever ſuch a one come unprepared he may 
marr his own communion, and offend his God. And 
reſpecting that particular way in which you, fir, ought” 
to conduct yourſelf after this ſolemn work, that mult 
he regulated in a great degree by what you have expe- 
rienced there. Have you been joyful and favored 
with ſenſihle communion, then you are to be careful to 
go on your way rejoicing and at the fame time, walk 
circum- 
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eircumſpectly that you loſe not the things which you 
have gained. But ſhould it have been otherwiſe, then 
ſeek until you find him whom your ſoul lovetk. In- 
ſtead of indulging a ſullen inactivity, be more ſolicitous 
and active in ſeeking after Jeſus. In the language of 
the ſpouſe, ſay, * I wil! riſe zou, and go about the city, 
in the ſtreets and in the broad ways, I will ſeek him 
whom my foal loveth.“ Be diligent in the uſe of all 
appointed means, meditation, prayer, reading, hearing, 

and holy converſation, that ſo you may experience 
thoſe diſplays of God's love which you expected at his 
table. Nor ought you to forget that every murmur 
thould be carefully ſuppreſſed. Why ſhould the crea- 
ture quarrel with the doings of the Creator? Humulity 
and abaſement are always becoming a dependent, and 
particularly a finful dependent, 

CIR. Dear fir, reflecting upon the guilt which ming- 
les with our religious ſervices, we have all need to be 
humbled before the Lord. Reflecting alſo upon our 
unworthy communicating, why do we wonder though 
we frequently return from this ſervice ſorrowful and 
ſad of heart, inſtead of exulting in God our Saviour? 
1 canuot ſay that my mind is either highly elevated or 
highly depreſſed, but I feel a calm ſerenity of foul, and 
3 holy anxiety to pleaſe God more and more, and 2 
reſolute determination to walk in all the command- 
ments of God unto the end of life. 

BEN. Perhaps my friend could not retire from the 
table of the Lord in a better frame of mind. When 
the ſoul is highly favored and when God diſplays 
what is the excceding greatneſs of his love, then the en- 


joy ment is too exquiſite and too ſublime ſor humanity 


long to endure. Yes, ſuch pleaſures are too refined 
for this polluted region, Therefore they are of ſhort 
duration. And it is eaſy to conceive that in propor- 
tion to our ſati:faQion in the favor of God, will be our 
proportionate forrow upon the withdrawing of his 
ſmile. And fince he is a God who hideth his face 
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from the houſe of Jacob, elevated enjoyment is u- 
ſually of ſhort continuance. Such a diſplay of God's 
love as our faculties can ſteadily endure may be the 
beſt. When God however is graciouſly pleaſed to 
grant nobler diſplays of his goodneſs they are grateful. 
ly to be received and properly improved. Therefore 
great care ſhould be taken that the mind be properly 
regulated after ſuch ſingular enjoyment, whether it 
gradually or more ſuddenly ſubſide, That no murmur 
ariſe, That no remiflneſs in duty enfue. That the 
mind ſtill purſue hard after God. That a permanent 
thirſt after fellowſhip with him during the whole of 
your exiſtence be ca»cfully cheriſhed in the ſoul. Sup- 
ported by believing views of yonder land, where our 
powers ſhall be prepared for more exalted diſplays of 
glory than we are able to bear 1n this darkened and en- 
feebled ſtate. 

Cir. Unſpeakably happy are all they who ſhall come 
to that enjoyment. Then their communion ſhall be no 
more partial. No longer ſhall they ſee in part: but 
they ſhall ſee Jeſus face to face. There communion 
ſhall no more be interrupted. ' O that my ſteps were 
directed to that land of eternal conſolations ! 

BEN. In this thou art left at no uncertainty. God 
hiraſelf hath given a ſacred volume to guide your wan- 
dering ſteps to glory. In that volume is contained 
every neceſfary information concerning how you ought 
to act and to walk ſo as to pleaſe God in all things. 
There our duty to our God, to our fellow crea» 
tures, and to our own ſouls is plainly revealed. Does 
#hen Circumſpectus with to act a proper part as a chriſ- 
tian, let him ſearch the ſcriptures. Theſe teſtify of 
Jeſus, without whom we can do nothing. It is narreted 
that the Jews rendered thanks unto God for the written 
law, and ſo ought alſo all chriſtians to do for the written 
goſpel, and if we cordially praiſe God for his written 
word, we certainly will not be negligent in peruſing it. 


Therefore eagerly embrace cyery opportunity to obtain 
a 
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a diſtint and accurate acquaintance with this ſacred 
record, Meditate therein day and night. While em- 
ployed about your worldly avocations, let your thoughts 
be occupied about the precious truths of ſalvation, Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom 
and ſpiritual underſtanding. This alone will guard 
you from error, and guide you in the walk of holi- 
nels. 


It is pleaſant to remark that many. of the explicit re- 


futations of error contained in the ſacred record, were 
occaſioned by thoſe which had early appeared in the 


chriſtian church. The error of the Gnoſtics in denying 


the Supreme Divinity of Jeſus induced John to write 
that ſublime deſcription of the glorious divinity of Chriſt 
in the firſt chapter of his goſpel. The falſe judaizing 
teachers induced Paul to write the epiſtle to the Gala- 
tian church, in which ſo much important information 
is contained. The errors of the Corinthian church con- 


cerning the celebration of the Lord's ſupper induced 


Paul to give that ample and explicit information re- 
pecting that ordinance which is contained inthe eleventh 


chapter of the firſt epiſtle to that church. Thus Satan, 


notwithſtanding all his natural and acquired g unning, of- 
ten ruins his own cauſe, for had not theſe errors been ad- 
vanced before the days of inſpiration ceaſed, we ſhould 
not have heen ſo well provided to refate error in after 
days. Let us then improve our privileges. Labor 
to acquire accurate conceptions of the whole of re- 
vealed truth, and if, fir, your mind is thus ſtored with 
divine information, you ſhall as it were be conſtantly 
ſearching the ſcriptures, and be nouriſhing the mind 
with ſpiritual provi/ion. In order that the mind may be 
qualified for this pleaſant work it may be of no ſmall 
advantage to be regular 1n reading fone portion of the 
word of God morning and evening. Here is an end- 
le!s ſtore both of pleaſure and of improvement to the 
human mind. The beſt book that ever was compoſed 
by man will upon frequent peruſal become dull and in- 
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ſipid: but the more that one reads and underſtands the 
contents of this book, the more he will admire and love 
. it. This is no ſmall evidence of its divine origin. And 
a full conviction of this is neceſſary to their proper re- 


BEN. Nor Circumſpectus is this ſingular. 
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cauſeth it incresſe with all the increaſe of God. 


ſand 11 the teats of ſin. 
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gard. All divine information is from the ſacred writ- 
ings. Theſe writings were from the men who were 
inſpired. "Theſe were authorifed by Chriſt, and Chriſt 
received his commiſſion from the Father to reveal the 
mind of the Eternal reſpecting the ſalvation of men. 
Thus we are to trace up divine information to its ſource, 
that our faith may not ſtand in the wiſdom of men but 
in the power of God. Nothing leſs than divine evi- 
dence and divine authority can produce a genuine faith, 
To this truth I hope Circumſpe&us can bear witneſs. 
C1R. I cannot ſo explicitly bear witneſs as I ought. 
I would, however, humbly hope that this word has 
heen my comfort in the houſe of mine affliction: and I 
hope alfo my delight. But my beſt moments have been 
under the preaching of the goſpel. By it my heart has 
been refreſhed and animated, and my ways directed. 


The 


preaching of the word is the great mean which God hath 
ordained to nourich his people up unto eternal life, By it 
God makes even them his people who were not former- 
ly hs people. By it he chears the hearts of the ſorrow- 
ful, and ſtrengthens the faith of the weak. By it he 
raiſes the dormant powers of the ſoul to action, and 
Dees 
then my friend delite to make progrels in holineſs for- 
ſake not the aſl-mbling of thyſeif with tlie people of 
God. Every flouriſlang cariit.an is regular in his at- 
tendance up en the ordinances of divine appointment. 
He loves the hab:icution oi God's houſe, He deems one 
day ſpent in the taberaacies of grace better than a thous 


Cin. I may indeed juſtly fay fo, for theſe have prov- 
ed refreihing and comtoriing to my ſoul, They have 
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Brew. They are happy my friend who are guided in 

the way of duty, for that is always the way of peace: 

* great peace have they who love the law of God, and 
nothing ſhall offend them.“ Be then careful in the 
performance of duty, let juſtice, mercy and faith mark 
all your tranſaQions with the world. Violate not the 
laws of humanity. Let your converſation tend to the 
edifying of thoſe who hear, Be regular in the exerei- 
ſes of devotion. Be zealous for the advancement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom and glory among men. In every 
company let your aCtions tell them that you are a commu- 
nicant. In every tranſaction make it obvious that you 
are dedicated to the ſervice of God. In every relation in 
which you may be pleaſed let the ſame language be de- 
clared. Thus ſhall you go on, daily ſhewing forth the 
death of Chriſt. Thus ſhall you evince that you are a 
chriſtian not merely by profeſſion but alſo indeed and in 
truth, Thus ſhall you go on from ftrength uato ſtrength, 
until you appear before God in Zion. | 

Cris. Do not fir, many belivers loſe much of the 
happineſs which they might enjoy on earth by their 
unholy walking, It is mournſul to behold how freely 
profeiiors indulge in the faſhionable amuſements of the 
age. Some are as bent upon vanity and folly as o- 
thers. They bluſh not to be ſeen in the midſt of 
faſhionable amuſements, altho' theſe tend to corrupt 
the heart and to vitiate the conduct. 

Bexn, My friend has well ſaid concerning theſe child- 
ich and ſinful amuſements. When theſe are conſidered 
by coo! reaſon. they obviouſly appear to be fraught with 
jolly and guilt. Therefore they are unbecoming both 
a reaſonable creature and alſo a chriſtian. Few things 
have done more injury to religion than theſe. They 
corupt the young. They diſſipate the vigorous. They 
ſquander away many precious moments. But it is un- 
veel airy to ſay any thing to deter my friend from theſe, 
or 1 would attempt to diſcover their vile abominations, 
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and to deſcribe the awful puniſhments connected with 


them. 
Cir. Too long fir, with a faſcinating ardor, I at- 
. tended theſe places of diverſion. But J hope experience 


will deter me from again mingling in theſe paſtimes. 
Theſe I found were the chains which held me faſt 
bound ia the ſervice of Satan. Theſe deſtroyed ſeri- 
ous impreſſions as ſoon as they were made upon my 
mind. When often I ſeemcd to be turning to the Lord, 
theſe drew me hack again to the ways of folly and fin, 
It is truely next to miraculous that any one attending 
theſe ſhould become religious or cbtain the land of bliſs. 
Grace is however both powerful and alſo free. But God 

is alſo juſt and holy. Therefore ſays the ſcripture, with- 

* out holineſs no man ſhall ſce the Lord.“ Men may 
dream of heaven as they pleaſe, but it is all a dream; for 

no heaven devoid ot holinefs, And holineſs will un— 
queſtionably lead one not to frequent theſe places of ſinful 
amuſements. Theſe are not the promoters of holineſs, 
But if it is a truth not be denied, that without 

" Holnefs no poſlibility of obtaining eternal life, then 
it mult follow that every zmufement ought to be eit1- 
mated by the effect uhich it hath upon holineſs. The 
true excellence of plenfure is not percetyed, when ap- 
proaching bur when retiring, Sin is ſweet in the mouth 
but bitter in the belly,“ and charity herfelf which 
thinketli no evil wuit admit, that many a bitter draught 
of wanton pleaſure bas been received at the ſinful a- 
muſements of the age, which prove awful ingredients 
in the cup of death, a cup which will be put into every 
mortal hand | It is appointed unto all men once to die, 
but aftcr death the Judgment, Death 1s the moment 
which trys every man's work of what ſort it is Then 
is the moment to make a proper eſtimate of fathionable 
amuſements. That which determined me to abandon 
theſe deſtructive follies was a ſad ſcene which J witneſ— 
ſed in the death of an old companion, Many an hour 
we ſpent together amidſt unhallowed pleatures, We 
| were 
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were both intoxicated with the love of the Entertain 


ments of the ſtage. But ah, in the midſt of our wans 
ton career a fatal diſeaſe ſuddenly ſeized him. Ina 
few days his robuſt conſtitution was enfeebled, and the 
uncommon gayneſs of his temper was gone. Few young 
men ſurpaſſed him in either. But now his glory was 
quickly departing from him He ſent an expreſs meſs 
lage requeſting me to come and viſit him. I went. But 
O what a ight did I behold ! My young friend was 
vecome pale, emaciated, aud gaſtly. Acute pain rack- 
ing the whole of his body. Every joint, and every 
nerve ſhaking. Diſeaſe making ha vock of his conſti- 
tution and haſtening him to the lonely manſion of the 
grave. His piercing and deſpairing looks ſtrongly in- 
licated the awful anguiſh that tortured his mind. 
When 1 entered the room double pain and anguiſh ſeem- 
ed inflently to ſeize him. In ſuch a manner that my 
feeble frame can ſcarcely endure to reflect upon, he ad- 
arefled me, ſaying, Come my dear friend and fee the 
fad end of our folly in me. I have ſent for you to 
++ witneſs in me the rewards of debauchery and of wan- 
ton amuſcments, behold what a ſad change has taken 
++ place in my body. Behold torturing pain rending 
in pieces my conſtitution. But this is nothing com- 
pared to the terrible anguiſh which afflicts my mind. 
© My contcience brings to remembrance the numerous 
* teinous crimes. ofmy life. Oa world for the hours fpent 
* in the playhouſe, at balls, at card tables, in the tavern. 
© Oh inexpreſfible torment when J reflect upon the 
„ haunts of uncleanneſs. Oh how have 1 ſquandered 
„ away that time in which | ſhould have prepared for 
© this hour, Oh dear friend, religion I new fee to be 
no farce. It rs awfully importunt. millions ot worlds 
„would I this moment cliccrfully give lor the exiſt- 
* ence of religion in my ſoul and for the favor of my 
* Judge. But he frowns and 1s ready to pronounce 
„upon me the ſentence of eternal damnation Look 


upon and ſee how death is dragging me to his __ 
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* nal, where nothing awaits me but a certain and fear. 
“ful ſentence. O eternity, eternity. O an eternit 
of endleſs torments are to be the fruits of my finful 
* amuſements, and of my contempt of God and of re. 
ligion. Ah my ftrength is gone—my heart is fail. 
ing, my eyes are becoming dim in death, I can 
ſcarcely ſpeak—O what ſtreams of ſweat flow from 
my tortured body —O my friend take warning in 
me, reform your life—no longer go on in this conrſe 
of 1mpiety, that you may not come into that place of 
+ torments awaiting me in another world. Oh fir, the 
«« folly of fin—lt is biterneſs in the latter end.“ He 
was proceeding with thoſe and ſimilar expreſſions 
with a diſmal tone, and with ghaſtly and defpairing 
looks, when ah poor man—ah once dearly beloved 
companion, in my very preſence he breathed his laſt, 
and in the hands of deſpair and death was hurried to 
the tribunal of God, and from lence I fear to 0 

That, Benevolus, was an affecting ſcene, and God 
bleſſed it to my ſoul. Oh that all the lovers of the ſtage 
and of ſinful amuſements, and deſpiſers of that which 
is good, had been the ſpectators of that ſcene! There 
they would have beheld the horrible nature of vice 
painted in lively colors, not by the hand of fancy or 
fiction, but in mournful reality. Since that melancholy 
day theſe baſe, deſtructive amuſements have been a- 
bandoned and abhorred by my foul. Now I have 
learned to ſeek pleaſures from another quarter. The 
return of a holy ſolemnity affords more pleaſure than 
the moſt admired faſhionable amuſement. 

Ben. This melancholy narrative, fir, more than a 
written volume teaches the guilt connected with thofe 
admired follies, and loudly calls upon the young to 
flie ſuch places as they would thoſe infeſted with the 
peſtilence. There reigns the peſtilence which ſecretly 
deſtroys immortal ſouls. Theſe infuſe direful ingredt- 
ents into the cup of death. They did ſo to that poor 


unhappy young man, They will do ſo to every = 
who 
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who walks in his footſteps. O that the young would 


to that profeſſion, adorning in all things the doctrine 
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be entreated to take warning, Oh that they would con- 
ider their latter end That they would 1emember that 
their rational nature and dependent fituation—their 
early dedication to the ſervice of God. the great K ind- 
neſs of Chriſt in dying for men—the danger of fin and 
the pleaſures of holineſs call upon them to abandon the 
ways of ſin, and to make a public profeſſion of their 
faith in Chriſt by fitting down at his table. And alſo 
call upon them to have a converſation correſpondent 


and goſpel of God the Saviour, that ſo they may a- 
dorn human nature, prove the glory of their country, 
ſhining lights in the church here below, and by the 
operations and guidance of the divine Spirit be pre- 
pared for honor glory and eternal life. 

But I find Circumſpectus, that our preſent confer- 
ence muit be terminated, 


SUFFICIENCY IN CHRIST. 
T NFINITE wiſdom, pow'r, and grace, 


1 In our Retleemer ſhine; 

Dh! let me, by a lively eich, 
Make theſe perfections mine. 

In this dack woild of fin and grief, 
My %eps I can't direct; 

Nor can I from ſurrounding foes, 
My t2eble heart protect: 

By force, or fraud, they enter here, 
And ** wy though aſtray ; 

Poor captive ! I forfake my God, 
Aad wander from his way. 

This poor diſeaſed treach'rous heart, 
Thus wand'ring from the road, 

Alli nature? 1kill can never heal, 
Nor tura my face to God. 

But ſince, in thine eternal word, , 
Wildom, and pow'r, and grace, 

In wond'rous love, are there beſtow'd 
On mankind's helpleſs race; 


uns) 
Since wretched ſinful men, as I, 
The promiſe have believ'd, 
And hence in ev'ry time of need, 
A fit ſupply receiv'd ; 
I too will on thy record reſt, 
On faithfulneſs divine, 
For wiſdom, pow'r and grace, I'll truſt ; 
The promiſe makes them mine. 


SEE, when th' Eternal FaTHEs ſpeaks, 
The Sow obeys the call ; 

6 'Theſe choſen ſouls thou ſhalt redeem ; 
« I will them ranſom all.” 

Then thro? the heav'ns ten thouſand tongues 
Exalt the Saviour God ; 

While ſaints ſucceſſive ſpread his name, 
Thro? all the earth abroad. 

Kiadly inviting all the day 
The Great Kedeemer ſtands, 

With gracious open heart he ſpeaks, 
And itretches forth his hands. 

„% Dear guilty ſouls of ev'ry name, 
„% Tho” vile and black as hell, 

« Come, taſte your own Redeemer's grace, 
„And of his mercy tell: 

bs Ne terms I make, no price I ak, 

* Sinners of mankind, come ; 

60 Whate er you are, whate'er you've beer, 
„Here in my heart is room: 

„ Hearken, ye thoughtleſs, wand'ring ſouls, 
„% My kind advice receive; 

« To you 1 ſpeak, ye trembling hearts, 
Fear not, my grace believe. 

* Your various aggravated fins 
„% Were buried in my grave; 

© ] died to expiate your guilt, 
8 live your ſouls to ſave,” 


emen EN TI I IIs 
Wing 
ON THE DEATH OF FRIENDS. I 


E friends and companions dear, 
Will ye thus leave me ? 
When my fond heart reſts in you, 
Will you deceive me ? 
O why do ye fly my arms, 
Bent to embrace you ? 
O ſtay, my belt earthly bliſs, 
Let me poſleſs you. 
Ah ! no, no, they cannot ſtay, 
Death does bereave me; 
See, death calls them faſt away, 
Oh, how it grieves me ! 
But-have not I others left 
Yet to comfort me ? 
Have not I peace, health and wealth, 
Still to ſupport me ? ' 
May not I rejoice in theſe, 
Fearleſs of ſorrow ; 
Ay paſling a pleaſing dream, 
Now, and to-morrow ? 
Ah! no, ſure it will not do, 
Theſe will deceive me; 
What time I ſtand moſt in need, 
Theſe all will leave me. 
Ceaſe, then, my poor heart, from man, 
Ceaſe from the creature; 
Hence, ceaſe from all dying things; 
Vain is their nature. | 
To thine everlaſting Friend g 
Haſte and betake thee; 4 
In him ] can ſafely reſt, 1 
He'll ne'er forſake me. | + 
Adieu, then, ye dying things, 
Ye that ſo grieve me; 
My God, unto whom I fly, 
He will receive me. 
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. HY was unbelieving I, Hallelujah ! 


>. 


3 et Trembling ſo afraid to die? 


Since my feet in ſafety ſtand, 
Now within the promis'd land. 


Oh ! what wond'rous grace 1s here ! 


Now I'm ſafe from ev'ry fear; 
Sin and doubts are ever gone ; 


af Sighing ſhall no more be known. 


Henceforth, neither grief nor pain; 
Here ſucceſſive pleaſures reign ; 
All things our Hoſannas raiſe ; 

O the glory of this place ! 

O ye perfect happy ones, 

Let me try to join your tunes; 
Come let us exalt the Lans, 


= . - -Singing ever to his name. 


He our full redemption wrought ; 
He for us this glory bought; 
From the earth he calFd us home ; 


=_ 4 
Io our Father's houſe we're come, 


Oft in Kedar's tents I tried, ' 
When his lavely face was hid, 


With my friends to raiſe this ſong : 


But it languiſh'd on my tongue. 


Isus now unveils his face; 


Here I ſhout of ſov'reign grace; 
Full of love, inceſſant cry 

To his praiſe in raptures high. 
O, my drooping friends below! 
Did ye half this glory know, 
Daily would ye ſtretch the wing, 
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Here to fly, and thus to fing, Hallelujah / 


